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House of Representatives, Mar. 11, 1881.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was
referred the Order directing them to consider the expediency
of legislation to give assignees and creditors of insolvent
debtors the right to examine witnesses in relation to the
property of the debtor and his transactions prior to his in-
solvency, and also the Order relative to the contracting of
debts by those who have filed petitions in insolvency, report
the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

L. E. WHITE.

(CommontucnUi) of Illassatljusctta.



[Mar.PROCEEDINGS IN INSOLVENCY.o

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT

Concerning the Examination of Debtors and Witnesses
in Proceedings in Insolvency, and the Discharge of
Insolvent Debtors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The insolvent debtor shall, when re-
-2 quired by the court, at any time before the granting
3 of his certificate, upon reasonable notice, attend and
4 submit to an examination on oath before the judge
5 by the assignee or by any creditor touching his trade
6 and dealings, his property and debts, and all matters
7 which may affect the settlement of his estate in in-
-8 solvency ; and upon cause shown by affidavit of any
9 person interested in the estate, the court may sum-

-10 mon the debtor, or any person suspected of having
11 fraudulentlv received, concealed, embezzled, or con-
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12 veyed away any money, goods, effects, or other
13 estate of the debtor, or of having any assets of the
Id debtor in his possession, or of having knowledge of
15 anything material whatsoever relating to the assets
16 or dealings of the debtor, to appear and submit to
17 an examination in like manner. If the person sum-
-18 moned fails to appear after due notice and submit to
19 such examination or to answer such interrogatories
20 as are lawfully propounded to him, the judge may
21 commit him to the jail of the county, there to
22 remain in close custody until he submits to the order
23 of the court. All such examinations, when required
24 by the judge, shall be in writing, signed by the
25 party examined, and filed with the other proceedings
26 in the case.

1 Sect. 2. Section eighty-seven of chapter one
2 hundred and eighteen of the General Statutes is
3 hereby amended by inserting in the tenth line there-
-4 of, after the word “ he,” the words “ has obtained
5 on credit from any person any money, goods, chattels,
6 or other thing of value, with intent not to pay for the
7 same, or.”

1 Sect. 3. Sections sixty-six and one hundred and
2 seven of chapter one hundred and eighteen of the
3 General Statutes are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on its pas-
-2 sage.




