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House of Representatives, Mar. 18, 1881.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the Order relative to commitment of the In-
sane to lunatic hospitals, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

S. C. HARTWELL.

CommomDealtt) of Massachusetts.



[Mar.INSANE HOSPITALS.2

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same , as follows :

1 Section 1. The superintendent or keeper of any
2 lunatic hospital in this state, including the McLean
3 asylum at Somerville, may receive into his custody
4 and detain therein for any period not exceeding five
5 days, without any order of a judge or justice, any
6 person as insane, whose case is duly certified to be
7 one of insanity and emergency by two physicians,
8 qualified by law to sign certificates of insanity in this
9 Commonwealth, which certificates shall be separately

10 made and signed, and shall conform in all other re-

-11 spects to the provisions of section three, chapter one

12 hundred and ninety-five, of the Acts of eighteen hun-
-13 dred and seventy-nine.
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1 Sect. *2. Whenever any insane person is commit-
-2 ted to a lunatic hospital in accordance with the pro-
-3 visions of the foregoing section, the party committing
4 such person shall give a bond in the sum of one

5 hundred dollars to the treasurer of said hospital,
6 that he will within five days procure from the proper
7 authority an order for the committal of said patient,
8 or, failing thereof, will remove him, and pay all pro-
-9 per expenses incurred hi his behalf.

1 Sect. 3. The superintendent or keeper or any
2 hospital as aforesaid may receive and detain therein,
3 as a boarder and patient, any person who is desirous
4 of submitting himself to treatment, but whose mental
5 condition is not such as to render it legal to grant a
6 certificate of insanity in his case ; provided , always ,

7 that such boarder shall make written application for
8 such treatment, and that he shall not be detained
9 for more than three days after having given notice

10 in writing of his intention or desire to leave such
11 hospital.

1 Sect. 4. Whenever any patient is received into
2 such hospital, upon his voluntary application, the
3 superintendent shall give notice to the board of
4 health, lunacy, and charity, stating the fact that such
5 person was received therein, upon his or her volun-
-6 tary application, and the date of such reception, and
7 the place of settlement of the person received.

1 Sect. 5. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.




