
HOUSE No. 374.

House of Representatives, April 11, 1881.

The Committee on Prisons to whom was referred the bill
from the files of 1880, entitled, “An Act to establish a
Reformatory for Male Prisoners,” together with so much of
the Governor’s Address as related to the subject of a State
Reformatory, have considered the subject, and submit the
following

REPORT.
The committee have devoted a good deal of attention to

the consideration of this subject, and are convinced that an
intermediary institution, between the House of Correction
and the State Prison, for the reception of a class of prisoners
that would be likely to yield to reformatory influences and
thereby be saved from a life of crime and disgrace, would be
a most desirable addition to our present prison system. Sev-
eral plans have been presented and considered in connection
with this project.

Tiie first suggestion was to take the old State Prison at
Charlestown, which can be easily and expeditiously fitted up
for the purpose. But the great value of this property, which
has for some time been in the market, and the ready sale of
which might be retarded by its occupancy for this object, has
seemed a sufficient reason for hesitating to appropriate it to
this use.

The taking of the jail at Fitchburg, which at one time was
under consideration, does not meet the views of the county
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authorities, except upon such conditions as would leave the
State control secondary to that of the county, and in conse-
quence that plan was also abandoned.

There are other county institutions which are not crowded
which might be used for the purpose of a reformatory, could
satisfactory arrangements be made with the county officers
for the purpose, but this must be a matter of time and more
deliberate negotiation than we are able to devote to the sub-
ject. AVhile these opportunities are open, the committee do
not feel warranted in recommending incurring the expense of
the erection of new buildings for the purpose. Believing
that some such arrangement as is here indicated may be con-
summated, we therefore recommend the passage of the ac-
companying Resolve.

For the Committee,

CHAS. F. SWIFT.
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Resolved, That the Commissioners of Prisons be directed
to investigate the subject of establishing a reformatory for
male prisoners in some institution now existing in the State,
to suggest a plan for the organization of the same, and to
report the result of their investigations, with estimates of
cost, to the next annual session of the Legislature.

(Hommonrocaltl) of ittassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

RESOLVE

In relation to a Reformatory for Male Prisoners.




