
HOUSE No. 418.

House of Representatives, May 2, 1881.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was recommitted
the House “Bill for the better preservation of Deer ” ; and
to whom was referred a petition of A. A. Healey and others
for an extension of time in which quail may he taken ; and
who were also instructed to consider the expediency of
amending the law relative to killing birds, the expediency of
legislation to enable owners of land to preserve game thereon,
the expediency of legislation to insure the protection of game,
and the expediency of legislation for the better protection of
quail.

For the Committee,

T. P. ROOT.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To amend “An Act for the Protection of Birds, Birds’

Eggs, Deer, and Game.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever in this Commonwealth,
2 between the first clay of January and the first day of
3 August in any year, takes or kills any woodcock, or

•4 any ruffed grouse, commonly called partridge, be-
-5 tween the first day of January and the first day of
6 September in any year, or any quail between the
7 first day of January and the fifteenth day of October
8 in any year, or whoever within the respective times
9 aforesaid sells, buys, has in his possession, or offers

10 for sale, any of said birds, shall upon conviction be

11 punished by a fine of twenty dollars for each and

12 every offence; provided, that any person may buy,
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13 sell, or have in possession quail and pinnated grouse,
14 commonly called prairie chicken, during the months
15 of January, February, March, and April; provided
16 the same are not taken or killed contrary to the
17 provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever in this Commonwealth takes
2 or kills any wood or summer duck, black duck, or

3 teal between the first day of April and the first day
4 of September in any year, or within said time sells,
5 buys, has in possession, or offers for sale any of said
6 birds, shall upon conviction be punished by a fine
7 of twenty dollars for each and every such offence.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever in this Commonwealth takes
2 or kills upon their breeding grounds any wild or
3 passenger pigeon, or takes, kills, or has in possession
4 any Carolina or turtle dove, herring gull, tern, sea-
-5 swallow, or mackerel gull, between the first day of
6 May and the first day of August in any year, shall
7 upon conviction be punished by a fine of ten dollars
8 for each such offence.

1 Sect. 4. Whoever in this Commonwealth at any
2 season of the year takes, kills, or destroys any game
3 bird, hare, or rabbit, by means of traps, snares, nets,
4 or springes, or whoever, for the purpose of taking or
5 killing any game bird, hare, or rabbit, shall construct
6 or set any trap, snare, net, or springe, or whoever
7 shoots at or kills any wild fowl or any of the so-called
8 shore, marsh, or beach birds with, or by the use of,
,9 any battery, swivel, or pivot gun, or by the use of any
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10 torch, jack, or artificial light, shall upon conviction
11 be punished by a fine of twenty dollars for each such
12 offence ; provided, the provisions of this act shall not
13 apply to the trapping or snaring of ruffed grouse,
14 commonly called partridge, or hare or rabbit, by
15 owners of land upon their land, or by any person or
16 persons authorized by them, between the first day
17 of September and the first day of January of any year.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever in this Commonwealth at any
2 season of the year takes or kills any hare, rabbit,
3 gray or red squirrel, or any undomesticated bird, ex-

-4 cept shore, beach, and marsh birds, wild geese, birds
5 of prey, crows, crow blackbirds, and jays, without
6 permission of the owner or person having charge of
7 the land upon which the act is committed, shall,
8 upon complaint of the owner of said lands or his
9 agent, or the occupant of said lands, be punished by

10 a fine of ten dollars for each offence.

1 Sect. 6. Whoever in this Commonwealth be-
-2 tween the first day of December in any year and the
3 first day of November following, takes or kills any
4 deer, (except his own tame deer kept on his own

0 grounds), shall upon conviction be punished by a

6 fine of one hundred dollars. The owner or keeper
7 of any dog found hunting or chasing deer within the
8 above specified time, shall be punished by a fine of
9 twenty dollars.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sane.


