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REPORT
The Committee on Prisons, having been authorized to visit
the prisons, jails, and houses of correction in the Commonwealth, have attended to the matter assigned them, and submit the following report
In the performance of this duty we have been governed
by the following rules: First To accomplish the undertaking with as small expense to the Commonwealth as possible,
consistent with a thorough and critical examination of these
institutions. Appointed by the Legislature to do a certain
work, we have looked upon it in a business light, and been
actuated by business principles in its performance.
Second, As far as possible we have visited prisons without previous notification. In a few cases a notice has
seemed to us necessary, as where we Avished to procure special information of which the master of the jails or sheriff
was cognizant, but the notice in such cases has been so brief
as to afford insufficient time to put the prison into any essentially different condition than we should have found it if the
notice had not been giAr en. We have no question whatever
but what we have seen the prisons of the State just as they
are day by day throughout the year.
Third, We have gathered all the statistics of each prison
necessary for an intelligent understanding of its capacity and
adaptability as a penal institution, supplementing this information by facts elicited by inquiry and investigation not only
from prison officials but from others conversant Avith the
matter of inquirv.
,
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Fourth We made special research as to the cleanliness of
each prison, the quantity, quality, and sufficiency of the
food furnished, the expense of maintenance, the labor of the
prisoners, and the character and amount of work required,
and all that appertains thereto.
Fifth We have ascertained from the officials having these
prisons in charge, as well as by evidence submitted before
the Committee, the views entertained by those supposed to
be familiar with the subject relative to the best methods of
administration conducive to the reform of the prisoners them,

,

selves.

Sixth, We have not neglected the moral and educational
interests of convicts. We found, especially in the matter of
education, in the failure to supply our prisons with wholesome and stimulating books, a great deficiency. This, in
part, will hereafter be rectified by a Bill introduced by us,
which has become a law, authorizing the appropriation of a
certain sum per annum by each county to supply this need.
The result of our labors regarding the foregoing matters will
be found in the Bills and Resolves from our Committee introduced by us from time to time, and in the detailed statements which are herewith submitted.

Concord State Prison

.

The Committee have twice visited the State Prison at
Concord. This institution, being under the direct and constant supervision of a commission whose duty it is to acquaint themselves with its internal arrangements and discipline, the Committee have not felt called upon to so fully
and thoroughly investigate that department of the management as they should do under other circumstances. They
are happy to note a constant improvement of the prison’s
financial condition, which gives good ground for the hope
that in no very distant time it may prove very nearly selfsupporting.
During the past year the walks in the prison yard have
been concreted; telephonic apparatus has been placed in the
prison, connecting the different departments; water-pipes
have been arranged so as to be available in case of fire; and
the new engine procured which was authorized by the act
of the last session of the Legislature.

The

sewerage

of the'
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dwellings of the officers of the prison, and of the prison
itself, is in a very unsatisfactory condition, and calls for
speedy and radical change. A matter so vital to the health
and comfort of the inmates, and of the dwellers on the contiguous territory, ought not to be trifled or temporized with.
The general management of tire prison remains in the same
hands as last year. A change has occurred in the chaplaincy, Rev. A. H. Barnes taking the place of Rev. J. H.
W aterbury.

Suffolk

County Jail.

The Committee visited this institution on January 20. It
is used for persons awaiting trial, those confined for nonpayment of costs, for witnesses, and poor debtors. It is still
under charge of Sheriff John M. Clark, with D. F. Bradley
as keeper, and is in first-rate condition. The ventilation is
good. The cells are large, being, on the average, 11 ft. long,
8 ft. in width, and 11 ft. high. The food is good, and the
prisoners expressed themselves satisfied with it. The average number of prisoners for the last year was 142, being 10
less than the previous year. The cost for each prisoner per
cts., which includes every expense. The
day was
prison work, such as washing, cooking, whitewashing, and
painting, is all done by the prisoners. The condition of the
jail is in the highest degree creditable to the officers in
charge. The health of the prisoners is good, no one being in
the hospital at the time of our visit. The chaplain visits the
prison daily, ministers to the religious wants of the prisoners,
and visits their families when necessary.
House

of Correction

at South Boston.

The officers of this institution are M. Y. B. Berry, master;
Wm. A. Child, deputy master; Theodore W. Fisher, physician Joseph H. Clinch, chaplain. At the time of our visit,
Jan. 20, the number of prisoners was 444,
374 males, 70 females. The whole number during the year was 861,
589
males, 272 females. Average number 443, being 82 less than
last year. The number in the hospital at the above date was
11. The labor of prisoners is the manufacture of clothing
and slippers. The cost of maintaining prisoners is 44 cents
per day the amount received is 26 cents per day. The wor;

;
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ship is both Protestant and Catholic, three-fifths attending
the latter service every Sunday in the forenoon, and twofifths the former in the afternoon. The library contains
1,514 volumes, and is a source of great good to the
prisoners, and a means of helping the discipline of the
prison. The amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise is 10 acres. The garden, worked by the labor of convicts, furnishes an abundant supply of vegetables, excepting
potatoes, for the use of the prison. A new building has been
erected during the past year, to be used for offices, diningroom for female prisoners, and laundry, to take the place of the
old laundry which had become dilapidated and unfit for use.
It adds greatly to the appearance and convenience of the
institution. The prison and grounds are in excellent condition. The forthcoming report of the Directors of Public
Institutions will show an improved financial condition over
the previous year. This is one of the best managed prisons
in the State; the discipline is strict, the prisoners are kept
steadily at work, are well fed with good, wholesome food,
the cells and bedding are clean and comfortable, and neatness and good order prevail.
House

of Industry

at Deer Island.

This institution was visited
the Committee on Jan. 25.
The officers are Guy C. Underwood, superintendent; William C. Wood, assistant superintendent; F. H. Copeland,
physician, and John W. Dadman, chaplain. The number of
prisoners at the time of our visit was 589. Males, 406
females, 183. The whole number during the year was 6,681.
;

Males, 5,112; females, 1,569. Average number, 594, being
62 less than the average of last year. The number of prisoners in the hospital during the year was 1,210. Males, 804;
females, 436. The amount of land covered by buildings or
otherwise is 180 acres. The labor performed is farming and
stone-cutting by males, and sewing, washing, ironing, &c.,
by females.
The net cost of maintaining prisoners is 28 cents per day.
The worship is both Protestant and Catholic. The latter service is conducted by the Rev. Father Holland. The library
contains 300 books. The institution is in first-class condition
kind and humane treatment, with good order and, strict discipline, prevails. The health of the inmates is better than
;
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might be expected when their condition and habits previous
to their incarceration are considered. The chaplain appears
to be earnest and faithful in his work, ever striving to win
back to lives of honesty and usefulness those who are
intrusted to his care.
The House of Industry at Deer Island and the House of
Correction at South Boston are under the direction of the
Directors of Public Institutions of the city of Boston, whose
annual report, containing a full statement of their condition,
management, receipts, expenditures, &c., will be made April
30, 1881.
East Cambridge Jail and House of Correction.
Jax. 27, 1881.

This prison is under the charge of Charles J. Adams, a
veteran in its management. As a proof of his efficiency and
application of thorough methods of business in the conduct
of this institution, it may be stated that the county derives
an annual profit from the business of brush-making, which is
conducted by the officers. Charles H. Lang is second officer,
Dr. John B. Taylor physician, and Rev. David McFall
chaplain. While the Committee desire to commend the
conduct of the prison in respect to discipline, cleanliness,
and its successful financial administration, they feel it their
duty to suggest the immediate necessity of some improvements in the buildings. First, we would recommend the
removal of the wretched structure known by the classic
name of Bummers’ Hall, and used as a reception hall and
bath room, and the erection in its place, or on some other
suitable spot within the enclosure, of a building suited to
the purposes named, and also providing ample accommodation
in the second story for a chapel. The room devoted to this
use at present is located in an attic, reached only by means
of a trap-door, and is wholly unsuited for this purpose. We
would also suggest such alterations in the old jail as will
secure the introduction of more light. This improvement
can be made at a small expense, and is very much needed.
We would further recommend that clothing of but one
color be substituted for the parti-colored clothing now in
use. But two prisons in our State, namely, the Plymouth
and East Cambridge, now use this clothing. We believe it

1881.]

HOUSE

7

No. 421.

an unnecessary badge of degradation, unsightly, and not in
accord with the spirit of humanity which prevails in onr
Commonwealth in the treatment of criminals, and, in our
opinion, there is no sufficient reason for its continued rise.
At the time of our visit there were confined in the jail 23
males, and in the House of Correction 296 males and 23
females; average number during the year, 323. The number of cells is 421, of which 343 were intended for males,
and 78 for females. The hospital contains 10 cells and 4
rooms, dimensions 10x7. The library contains 400 volumes, in
poor condition. The cost of maintaining each prisoner is 24
cents per day. Both Protestant and Catholic services are
held alternately. We suggest that the sum to be provided
annually, by the Act of 1881, for reading-matter in prisons,
be made immediately available for replenishing and improving

the library.

Dedham Jail and House of Correction.
Jan. 27, 1881.

The Committee visited this prison on the 27th of January.
This institution is a model of neatness. It is under the
immediate supervision and control of Sheriff Rufus C. Wood,
assisted by Henry White as deputy. The prison is a commodious and airy one, and has generally a cheerful appearance about it. The fact that it is frequently used for the
confinement of prisoners sentenced from the United States
courts, and for the surplus of prisoners in other jails in the
Commonwealth, is a sufficient commentary on its efficient
management. Gas is used in the cells, and prisoners are
allowed an hour a day in which to read. Visitors are admitted as often as deemed prudent, to see prisoners or inspect
the jail. Labor-saving appliances are used to a considerable
extent, and the Committee were favorably impressed with
the arrangement of the laundry and kitchen in this respect.
Three officers, the master and two turnkeys, have the prison
in charge. The women are employed in doing necessary work
in the prison. There were 113 male prisonei's and 9 female
prisoners at the time of our visit. The average number
during the year was 104, The average number last
year was 106. The cost of maintaining each prisoner per
day is thirty-one cents.
The labor of the prisoners is that

8

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRISONS. [May

of cane-seating chair-frames, and the amount realized for this
labor for the year ending Dec. 31, 1880, was $3,250. The
price for this kind of labor has materially advanced since
this date. The health of the prisoners has been good; none
were found in the hospital. An addition is being made to
the prison, of a comfortable and admirably arranged residence for the sheriff in charge. A large saving has been
made from time to time in the cost of maintaining this institution by its present manager. We have no criticisms to
make.
Newhuryport Jail.
The Committee visited this jail on Feb. 2,1881.
charge, Charles L. Ayers.

Number of prisoners in the jail, all being males
Total number of prisoners during the year
.

Officer in
11
217

.
.

.

.

of whom 193 were males and 21 were females.
This jail is built of solid granite, and contains six cells
for males and one for females; there are no hospital accommodations. The amount of land covered by buildings
is one acre. This jail is an old structure, and ill adapted to
the purpose for which it is used. It certainly has outlived
its usefulness, and if it is still to be continued to be used as
a jail, there should be additions suitable for hospital accommodations. The Committee, however, doubt the propriety of
any expenditure of money on a building so small and so ill
fitted to the necessities of such an institution. It should
either be abandoned entirely, or the county should erect a
new structure suited to its growing wants, and one that
would compare with the more modern ones of the same
nature in the State. This jail has been criticised in years
past, and we hope that the proper authorities will see that
these suggestions are heeded, and improvements made to
conform with similar structures in our Commonwealth.
Ipswich House

of Correction.

The Committee made their visit to this institution Feb.
2, 1881. They were politely received by Dr. Y. G. Hurd,
who afforded every opportunity to inspect the building
thoroughly. Found on day of visitation 129 prisoners, 115
males and 14 females. Number of cells for males, 84 for
;
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total, 98 all of which were in good order. The
number of persons committed during the year 1880 was 397.
By or from all that the Committee could learn, Dr. Hurd is
master of his situation. In conversation the inmates spoke
highly of him, as well as of his kind attention and treatment.
Protestant worship continues every Sabbath forenoon, and a
Catholic service is held when called for. The alterations of
the past year on the buildings give them a more cheerful appearance, as more light is now afforded to those cells that
were formerly dark.
The insane department is not what it should be. The
Committee are of the opinion that it is not suitable for the
care of this class of unfortunate persons, and that some other
arrangement should be made to provide more commodious
accommodations, and those of a greater security against fire.
If this department shall continue to be used for the insane,
it should receive attention from the Prison Commissioners,
or those persons who have the authority to make alterations;
and not until such alterations are made will greater comfort
and safety in case of fire be secured. The Committee, however, think the insane should be removed to some of our
insane asylums which were established for the care of these
persons and also believe that prisoners and the insane ought
not to be kept in a county house or jail, but that they should
be far removed from each other.
females, 14

;

;

;

Lowell Jail.
Fkb. 4, 1881.

The jail was visited by the Committee on the above date
it is in charge of Deputy Sheriff Henry G. Cushing, with
Frank O. Drayton for second officer. The number of
prisoners at the time of our visit was 48 Males, 28 females,
20. The average number during the year was 47. Largest
number, 80; smallest, 26. Number of cells, 71; for males,
54; females, 16; and for hospital use 1. The library contains 85 volumes. The cost of maintaining each prisoner is
forty cents per day. Protestant religious services are held
every Sabbath by the chaplain, Rev. Thomas Haworth; and
Catholic services when required. The size of the cells is ten
feet in length, ten feet in height, and six feet in width. The
:

:

;

amount of land covered by buildings and otherwise is 248,904
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square feet, which should be enclosed by a substantial fence.
The old boilers, of which complaint was made by the Committee of 1880, have been replaced by new. Perfect cleanliness, with fresh paints and whitening, render neat, light, and
attractive the entire interior of the prison. We cannot speak
in too high terms of commendation of this institution and its
management.
Salem Jail.
The Committee visited this jail Feb. 15. The figures 1813
denote the erection of this venerable structure, standing so
many years like a sentinel on a prominent spot in the city of
Salem still remaining unchanged, without and within, a
disgrace to the county and State that tolerates its existence.
A more modern institution, adapted to the growing needs of
this section of the county, should long ere this have been
erected on its site, or in the neighboring city of Lynn. This
prison contains twenty cells (old style) of various dimensions eighteen designed for males, two for females. These
are capable of holding from two to three beds each, during
the term of court sometimes seventy persons being compelled
to occupy this number of cells, thereby mingling those young
in crime, awaiting trial, with more hardened criminals. The
cells are heated by stoves placed in the corridors. Proper
ventilation, so essential to health, cannot be found in jails
constructed in this manner few of which are still in existence. Average number of prisoners during the year, 34;
largest number at any time, 69; smallest number, 15. At
time of Committee’s visit there were 12 males and 3 females,
total, 15.
None but Protestant religious services are conducted here
on the Sabbath.
The prisoners do all the work about the jail, such as cleaning, painting, whitewashing, etc.
There is no library connected with the prison. The bedding, cells, and corridors looked as clean and comfortable as
such a place could be made to appear, reflecting no little
credit upon the officers, who are faithful and watchful over
those committed to their care.
The land belonging to this institution comprises one acre.
First officer, Samuel R. Hathaway second officer, Timothy
Lucey; physician, Charles A. Carleton chaplain, George
;

;

;

;

;

W. Mansfield.
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Worcester Jail and House of Correction.
This institution was visited by the Committee on the
eighteenth of February. It still retains its excellent reputation under the management of Sheriff A. B. R. Sprague,
with A. F. Earle as deputy, Rufus Woodward, M.D., physician, and Rev. Wm. T. Sleeper and Rev. Denis Scannell as
chaplains.
At the time of our visit there were 165 male and 15 female
prisoners. Of these, 12 were in jail and 168 in the house of
correction. During the year there have been 942 male and
82 female prisoners. Average number, 150 last year, 167.
Largest number, 195; smallest number, 115. The health of
the prisoners is good, there being none in the hospital at the
time of our visit. The food is of good quality and ample in
quantity.
The cost per day for maintaining each prisoner is 42 cents,
while the amount received per day for each prisoner’s work
is 7i cents. The labor of the prisoners is chair-seating.
There are 194 cells, 173 for males and 21 for females.
These cells are 8J feet high, 7 feet long, and 6 feet wide.
There is a library of 400 volumes. Protestant and Catholic
services are held on alternate Sundays. This prison is well
constructed, with the exception of the solitary cells, in which
some change is needed. These cells are eight in number, and
contiguous. There is a lack of ventilation, and prisoners in
different cells can converse through the ventilators without
difficulty. These solitaries are under the workshop, a brick
building with wooden timbers and pine floors, and in case of
fire there would be great danger of loss of life to any prisoners in solitary confinement at the time.
:

Fitchburg Jail and House of Correction.
The Committee visited this prison on the twenty-second of
February, and find it in all respects a model prison. Mr. B.
F. Dwinnell is keeper, Charles E. Hayward turnkey, George
Jewett, M.D., physician, and Rev. Charles R. Harding chaplain.
At the date of our visit there were 81 prisoners, 75 male,
and 6 female; 4 prisoners, male, were in jail. During the
year there have been 321 prisoners, with an average of 64 ;
last year, 72. Largest number, 89; smallest, 32. There are
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81 cells; 77 for males, and 4 for females. Each cell is 10
feet 10 inches high, 8 feet 11 inches long, and 7 feet 11
inches wide, and well ventilated. The work of the prisoners
is chair-seating, for which is received, on each prisoner, 15f
cents per day. The cost of maintaining each prisoner is 38
cents per day.
The land belonging to the institution comprises forty acres.
The library has 500 volumes. Both Protestant and Catholic
services are held.
Jail and House

of

Correction at Lawrence.

On the twenty-fifth of February the Committee visited
this, the largest and best constructed prison in Essex County,
although, like many others, in some respects faulty. They
were well impressed with the quiet and orderly discipline
that prevailed throughout the institution. The cells and
corridors are well ventilated, clean, neat, and free from that
unpleasant odor so common to prisons, especially in this
county. The food served is good in quality and ample in
quantity. The facilities for cooking are excellent, and the
arrangements for laundry work all that could be desired.
The bath-tubs are in separate divisions, as they should be in
all well-regulated prisons. It would be a credit to the
county if similar institutions occupied the places of those
which long since should have been abandoned.
The following statistics show the number in jail and house
of correction during the year, and at the time of our visit:
Whole number during the year,
males, 1,055; females,
118; total, 1,178. Largest number at any time, 235; smallmales, 142
est number, 156; at the time of our visit,
females, 16 total, 158. Whole number cells, 126 designed
for males, 108 females, 18. In addition to the ordinary
cells, there are seven rooms of larger size, used when occasion may require. Prisoners are employed about the prison,
and in the manufacture of shoes. Sixteen cents per day is
received for labor of those employed at shoe work. Cost of
maintenance of prisoners, 20 cents per day net.
The library comprises 400 volumes. Every Sabbath morning regular Protestant religious services are held, followed
by Sabbath school. Catholic services are held occasionally.
This prison is in charge of officers of long experience, whose
;

;

;

;
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firmness, yet kindness of heart, show them well fitted for the
position they occupjr.
Amount of land covered by buildings and otherwise, four
acres.

Sheriff, Horatio G. Herrick second officer, John P. Bradstreet physician, George W. Sargent, M.D.; chaplain, Chas.
W. Dunning.
;

;

State Workhouse at Bridgewater.
The Committee visited this institution on March 1. It is
in charge of Capt. Nahum Leonard as superintendent, with
J. W. Hannum as assistant. It is used for both criminals and
paupers. The buildings are of wood. There are only fourteen cells which are used for refractory prisoners. The [irisoners sleep in large dormitories. The institution was in fine
order, neatness and cleanliness being found in every part.
The prisoners, with the exception of those needed for farm
work, are employed seating chairs, harness-making, and making themselves generally useful around the institution. The
average number of prisoners for the last year was 248, being-66 less than the year previous. The average cost per day
for each prisoner was 39if cents. The income was 11,000 for
the year, the men being under contract for that sum. During the year new fire appliances have been introduced, water
being brought near to the buildings by pipes, with hydrants
connected, so that the danger from fire is very much less
than formerly. The Committee were well satisfied with the
way and manner in which the institution is managed.
The Reformatory Prison for Women at Sheriorn.
The prison was visited on March 10. The officers are as
follows: Dr. Eliza M. Mosher, superintendent; Agnes S.
Goulding, deputy superintendent; Lucia M. Hall, physician ;
Susan P. Harrold, chaplain; Hiram A. Stevens, treasurer
and steward. Under the present management this institution is now doing the work for which it was established in a
much more satisfactory manner than heretofore. The system
of grading and classification, which was put in operation Oct. 1,
1880, is producing better results than were expected. Under
this system the responsibility is placed with the convict. By
good conduct she may win promotion, more privileges, and a
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term of imprisonment; by bad behavior she must be
degraded, losing those advantages which considerations foi
her own good would naturally induce her to secure. The Commissioners, in their last report, say that the results of the
establishment of this system have been even better than was
anticipated. The prisoners, as a rule, are ambitious to secure
promotion, and are far more quiet, orderly, and obedient
than before. To the continuance of this system we look for
shorter

“

excellent results.”
The experiment of binding out prisoners to domestic service, as provided by a law passed in 1879, has been tried for
the past two years, and proved to be of great value. Almost
without exception those who are bound out remain and give
evidence of an entire reformation.
The idea of reform is
the principal aim in all the departments, care being taken to
labor with them as individuals, the endeavor being to lead
them to better lives. The young attend school one hour
each day. Specimens of writing were shown, done by prisoners who could not write when they entered six months
before. The law prohibiting sentences of less than one year
to this prison is working well, both for the convicts and for
the prison. Under a short sentence the work of reform
could make but little progress before the expiration of the
time of imprisonment, in many cases followed by a re-committal in a short time. Much better results are now secured.
The health of the prison is excellent; at the above date
there were but 22 in the hospital, and a month later but 10.
The hospital contains beds for 100 patients, is clean, light,
and airy. Great credit is due the physician for her care and
skill, as exhibited in the above result. The plumbing has
been thoroughly repaired, and is now in good condition.
The drainage, which has been a source of great complaint,
seems now to be working well. No unpleasant odor is noticeable. During the last summer no trouble was experienced,
and the managers believe that the plan now pursued will be
effective in preventing any further serious difficulty. Religious service is held in the chapel Sunday morning, and
Sunday-school exercises in the afternoon. Daily morning
and evening devotional exercises are held, and all not otherwise detained are required to attend. Catholic service is
held Sunday morning for those who desire to attend. The
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efforts of the chaplain are faithfully and earnestly devoted,
times, to the moral and religions training of those in her
charge- A large and well-selected library, comprising 962
volumes, is much used and keenly appreciated. The labor of
prisoners consists of making shirts, mittens, nets, laundrywork. and the work about the house. The income last year
was $5,063.62, and is likely to be considerably increased this
year. The benefit derived from labor cannot be measured
by figures. The best result is to be found in the benefit it
gives in the way of education and reformation. Additional
facilities for sewing are being put in, comprising 50 sewingmachines, to be run by steam-power, which will add greatly
to the advantages of the prison. At the date of our visit
there were 275 prisoners. Average number during the year
353; being 56 less than the average of last year. The Committee believe that under the present management and system the prison will show good results, and verify the promises
and expectations of its projectors.
In connection with their report upon the Reformatory for
W omen the Committee cannot commend too highly the
labors of the managers of the Temporary Asylum for Discharged Female Prisoners at Dedham. The object of the
asylum is to furnish a home, for a time, to females who have
been discharged from prison, and by assistance and encouragement to endeavor to awaken in them a desire to abandon
a life of sin and shame, and to become good and useful members of society. Homes are furnished for infant children of
unfortunate parents; and every care and comfort is bestowed
that kind hearts and hands can devise. During the year ending
Oct. 1, 1880, the number of women admitted to the asylum
was 108 of children 23. The managers are encouraged by
the results of their labors in the past to go forward in this
good work. And the Committee feel that they are deserving of the generosity and sympathy of all who desire to aid
those unfortunates to whom a kind word or a generous act
gives an impulse towards a higher and a better life.
at all

;

Plymouth County Jail and House of Correction at Plymouth.
The Committee visited this institution March 15. It is in
charge of A. K. Harmon, master; P. B. Harmon, deputy
master;

James B. Brewster,

physician

;

Edward

Hathaway,
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chaplain. This institution comprises two buildings, the old
jail not now in use, and not suitable for prison purposes.
The building in use is built of brick, and contains 33 cells,
which are poorly ventilated. The land covered by buildings
or otherwise is one-fourth of an acre. There were, at the
above date, in jail 7 males and no females in House of Correction 23 males and no females. The number of prisoners
during the year was 169 males; 4 females. The labor performed is cane-seating chairs, recently introduced. No statement of earnings can be given. The cost of supporting
prisoners is 164 cents per day. The worship is one-fifth
Protestant and four-fifths Catholic. There is need of enlarging the building’,
as 1
a larger
number than the cells will acO
O
commodate are sometimes committed. The Committee advise
the discontinuance of parti-colored suits, not believing such
a mark of degradation adds in any way to the efficiency of
punishment. The prison is well managed, the food good,
and the house and bedding clean and in good order.
;

O

Q

Barnstable Jail and House

of Correction.

This institution was visited March 17,1881. The building
is new and well built, and reflects credit upon the county.
The average number of prisoners for the year was 12; last
year, 10. The number at the time of our visit was 10; all
males. The largest number at any one time was 21. The
only labor the prisoners perform is upon the farm of about
three acres, and the work about the prison. The Committee
would suggest that some labor be obtained for the prisoners,
such as chair-seating; they believe that it is for the best welfare of the prisoners that they should be kept busy, even if it
is of no great revenue to the county. The prison is under the
charge of Isaiah C. Inman, with John M. Smith as physician.
The different clergymen of the town conduct religious services.
The institution was very clean, and gave evidence that the
officer looked after the matter properly.
Bristol County Jail and House of Correction at New Bedford.
This institution is in charge of Charles U. Burt, as master
and keeper, with Silas P. Richmond as second officer. The
male prisoners are engaged in the manufacture of shoes for
the county, and the average earnings per day were 19 cents,
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and the total amount earned was $8,093.76. The average
number in the prison for the past j'ear was 143, being 6 less
than last year. At the time of our visit there were 148 in
confinement. The hospital consists of two large rooms, with
no occupants at the time of our visit. Rev. I. H. Coe, the
chaplain, holds Protestant religious services each Sabbath
morning. The library contains 385 volumes. The jail is
old but strong, and appears to be not adapted to its present
use, according to the advanced ideas of the present day in
construction of such buildings, it being poorly ventilated,
with large rooms in the place of cells, where a number of
prisoners have to be confined together. It appears to the
Committee that the county should provide a new building
for this purpose, which would conform more nearly to what
is needed at the present time. The institution is well kept,
being clean, and generally well painted and whitewashed.
The food was of good quality, and the prisoners informed the
Committee that the quantity furnished them was sufficient.
The Committee visited this institution March 18, 1881.

Bristol County Jail at Taunton.
This jail was visited March 18, and is in charge of Isaac
G. Currier, with Isaac G. Currier, jnn., as second officer, and
Dr. Norman Paige as physician. The religious services are
conducted by clergymen of different denominations. There
were 32 prisoners at the time of our visit,
males, 25; feThe
number
for
the
j'ear was 30, last year
males, 7.
average
40
being a decrease of 10. There is no labor performed by
the prisoners, with the exception of the ordinary house-work.
The cells are large and well ventilated, and we found them
very clean, as also was the bedding. There is a library of
150 volumes. The Committee were well satisfied with the condition of this institution, but would recommend that some
means be adopted by which all of the prisoners can be kept
at work.
Springfield Jail and House of Correction.
We can only repeat the opinion expressed by former committees in relation to the urgent necessity for a better jail in
this place. The county urges a large debt in extenuation of
the fact that it takes no skips to build a new one. This plea
will not much longer avail. The ventilation of the cells is
,
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bad, and the bathing facilities are not first-class; but a majority of those confined in these prisons no doubt habitually
slept in worse ventilated rooms before their incarceration,
and bathed, if at all, under circumstances of no less inconvenience. We do not urge making prison habits too luxurious to unaccustomed tastes. The cells for solitary confinement are simply holes in which no human constitution could
long endure; but as we were told that prisoners are never,
or seldom ever, confined there, of course they cannot be
injured by the simple existence of the cells. The prisoners
seem to well endure the rigors of these unventilated quarters,
as the Committee found nobody in the hospital at the time
of their visit. The cost of maintenance of the prisoners, for
provisions, is 11 cents per day; the amount received for
services is 12 cents per day. Number of prisoners confined
at the time of our visit, 144 males, 116; females, 28; average number for the year, 110. The business of the prisoners
is harness-making. The prison is in charge of A. M. Bradley as keeper, Chas. H. Sanderson deputy, Wm. B. Miller
physician, Rev. Wm. Rice chaplain.
;

Berkshire County Jail and Rouse of Correction.
This is a good prison, and appears to be well kept, with
ample food of good quality. The labor of the prisoners is
bottoming shoes. While the county has here a Sunday
school, “conducted by members of several evangelical
churches,” it can afford but a single bath-tub. So soon as
its means will admit, it should get another; in the fruition
of time, we may hope several. Keeper, Sheriff H. B. Wellington deputy, Lebbius Scott; physician, A. M. Smith.
Number of prisoners at time of our visit, 68,
59 males, and
9 females average number the past year, 88.
;

;

Hampshire County Jail and House of Correction.
This is a well-appointed and well-kept institution, the cells
being clean and well ventilated. The prisoners are employed
in making halters and blanket trimmings, for which the} r
average about fifteen cents per day. There ought to be a
change in the heating apparatus of the prison, substituting
steam for the wood and coal stoves. The number of prisoners
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at the time of our visit was 29,
4 males and 25 females.
Average for the year, 45. Sheriff H. A. Longley is keeper;
Jerome Sikes, deputy; Dr. J. Gilfillan, physician. The religious services are conducted by a layman.

Franklin County Jail and House of Correction.
This prison was found to be neat and well kept, and the
number of prisoners small. The labor of the prisoners is
seating chairs. The officer in charge was Sheriff George A.
Kimball, with E. C. White, turnkey, A. C. Deane, physician.
There is no chaplain, and religious services are conducted by
the Young Men’s Christian Association. Number of prisoners at the time of our visit, 17,
4 of which were females.
the
31.
Average number for
year,
Hdgartoivn and Nantucket Jails.
The small number of prisoners liable to be confined in these
institutions rendered it inexpedient in the judgment of the
Committee for them to visit those places, and we therefore
have nothing to communicate additional to what can be
learned by a perusal of the report of the Commissioners of
Prisons.

In concluding this report the Committee take pleasure in
bearing testimony to the importance of the services of the
Commissioners of Prisons, whose gratuitous and intelligent
labors are of the greatest value in organizing and systematizing the work of the various prison officials, and advising,
cheering, and encouraging those of the inmates who have
aspirations for a better life and a more honorable career in
future. The secretary of the Board is also performing the
important duties of the position with intelligence and
fidelity.

