
HOUSE No. 58.

House of Representatives, Jan. 30, 1884.

The Committee on Agriculture, who were instructed to
inquire into the expediency of legislation relative to the pay-
ment of bounties by the State to the owners of forest land,
and to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Ad-
dress as relates to agriculture and forestry, report in part
the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

BURTON W. POTTER.
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In the Year One Thousand K’mht Hundred and Eighty-four

AN ACT
To encourage Forestry.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same , as
follows:

1 Section 1. The assessors of cities and towns
2 in which there is land devoted exclusively to the
3 growth of forests, and on which the great major-
-4 ity of trees are more than twenty years old and
5 more than twenty feet high, shall keep a separate
6 record of their assessment on such forest land,
7 showing the number of acres assessed and the
8 valuation thereof, to whom assessed and the
9 amount of each individual assessment and the

10 aggregate amount; and on or before the first day
11 of September in each year they shall send a cer-

-12 tified copy of such record to the tax commissioner
13 with a sworn statement that the valuation and
14 assessment of said forest land as appears in such
15 record is just and correct to the best of their
1(5 knowledge and belief; and the commissioner shall
17 thereupon credit to the city or town as a set-off
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18 and payment of the state tax due from said city
19 or town to the Commonwealth for the current
20 year, the amount of taxes thus assessed on said
21 forest, land in such city or town, or so much
22 thereof as is equal to such state tax; and said
23 city or town shall thereupon credit said amount,
24 or so much thereof as is equal to said state tax,
25 to the owners of said forest land in such city or

26 town pro rata in proportion to the taxes due from
27 them respectively on account thereof, in payment
28 or part payment, as the case may be, of such
29 taxes.

1 Sect. 2. Section ninety-eight of chapter two
2 hundred and three of the Public Statutes is here-
-3 by amended by striking out 6f the fourth line the
4 words “ improved or enclosed.”




