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Executive Department,
Boston, Feb. 29, 1884.

To the Senate and House of Representatives;
In my inaugural address I discussed at some length the

subject of Forestry, and referred to the action of a convention
of delegates from all sections of the United States, held at
St. Paul, Minnesota, in August last.

I have the honor to lay before you a communication re-
ceived by me from Honorable George B. Loring, United
States Commissioner of Agriculture, accompanied with a
copy of the memorial adopted by said convention, and invite
your consideration of the suggestions therein contained.

GEO. D. EOBINSON,
Governor.

Commontocaltl) of iltassadjusdta.
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Department of Agriculture
Washington, D. C., Feb. 26, 1884.

Sir : I forward herewith a memorial drawn up by a com-
mittee of the American Forestry Congress to be submitted
to the legislatures of the various States through the Ex-
ecutive. I have adopted it as part of the work of the U. S.
Department of Agriculture as an effective mode of present-
ing my own views to the State authorities, and I would
respectfully call your attention to the important subject of
the memorial.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. B. LORING,
Commissioner of Agriculture.

I have the honor to be,

Hon. Geo, D. Robinson, Governor Massachusetts.
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U. S. Department of Agriculture,

Washington, D C., Feb. 12, 1884.

Sir : I submit the accompanying paper, which has been
prepared as a memorial to the Governors and Legislatures of
the various States in the Union by a convention of those in-
terested in Forestry, assembled at St. Paul, Minnesota, on
the 9th day of August, 1883, for your consideration, and as
a part of the work of the Forestry Division in the U. S.
Department of Agriculture.

The suggestions it contains are of great value and should
be laid not only before the authorities of each State but
before the community generally. I have adopted it with the
assurance that it will meet your views and with the hope that
it will influence the action of the States on the subject with
which it deals.

Truly and respectfully yours,

N. H. EGLESTON,
Chief ofForestry Division.

Hon. Geo B. Loring, Commissioner of Agriculture.

The American Forestry Congress would respectfully invite
the attention of the community to the importance of giving
early attention to measures tending to the maintenance of
our forest supplies.

The very important relations that exist between a duo pro-
portion of woodlands and our agricultural welfare, resulting
from their influence upon climate, their protection from dry-
ing winds, and their effect in the equalization of water
6uPP*y > for navigation, hydraulic power, and the use of cities
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and towns, are scarcely less worthy of serious attention, and
present questions that may properly claim the notice of a
legislative body.

It is well known that in every country upon the Continent
in Europe, systems of forest management, originating from
necessity, have grown up, and that codes and regulations for
protection, working and restoration have been devised and
matured as experience led, until they have become, in a
great degree, adapted to the conditions and wants of their
inhabitants and to the requirements of their governments, in
matter of timber-supply.

Although from the differences that exist between the
American States and countries of Europe, as rvell as with
respect to the tenure of the laud, as the structure of the laws
which would prevent any one of these European Codes of
Forestry from being applied in America, still there are strong
reasons for urging the adoption of carefully devised measures
for promoting the maintenance and renewal of our forest
supplies.

Since in the States and Territories of the United States,
as well as in the Provinces of Canada, most of the settled
portions of the country belong in fee simple to private
owners, who are usually the actual occupants; and since the
entire care and cost of management of the woodlands upon
these estates must devolve upon these owners, it is evident
that there can bo no more effectual means devised for pro-
moting this object than by the diffusion of correct ideas
among the owners of these lauds with reference to the forest
interests of the country.

In the case of Fisheries, another element of national
wealth in which our citizens have a great interest, although
the government itself can scarcely be said to have property,
it has been found that great public benefits have been de-
rived from the information obtained and disseminated through
the agency of State Fishery Commissions.

The investigations made by government in this matter
have been far beyond the means of individual enterprise or
even of associated private effort, and the operations of breed-
ing and stocking distant waters with improved species, pro-
tection, maintenance and restoration, which have been carried
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on, in a large -degree, under the patronage and intelligent
direction and advice of State Commissions appointed for this
purpose have greatly enhanced the value of our inland
fisheries and promise still greater benefits in the future.

These Commissions exist in all the principal States of the
American Union and in Canada, and their benefits are
realized more and more every year as we learn of their
results.

In the case of Woodlands we find in matters of public
policy and the promotion of the common interest a strong
resemblance with the case above cited. Information is to be
collected, investigations are to be made upon questions before
unknown, the introduction of now species is to lie encour-
aged, improved and economical methods are to be made
known, and the public interest is to be awakened and main-
tained.

Although it would be obviously inexpedient and improper
to confer authority upon a Commission, with respect to the
control and management of private property, unless in ex-
ceptional cases where a public interest was concerned,
there are many ways in which it could very greatly promote
the public welfare, among which we may specify the follow-
ing :

I, It might institute and conduct experimental stations,
either upon lauds specially acquired for the purpose, or with
the concurrence of institutions of learning, where facilities
exist and the conditions are favorable. We would especially
mention the colleges that have been aided or established by
public grants as proper places for aiding in these experi-
ments. The co-operation of individuals might doubtless be
secured in many cases. These experiments should embrace,
as well questions of culture and management for the discov-
ery of best methods as matters of scientific interest, includ-
ing the study of the local climate in its relations to Forestry.

2. It might establish nurseries for the supply, at cost or
otherwise, of approved species of young trees, especial care
being taken to offer those only that afford the best prospect
of success and the most useful product. These young trees
(or in some cases tree-seeds) should bo accompanied by
plain and simple directions for their care and management,
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and the persons receiving them should be requested to re-
port the result.

3. It might stimulate competition, by the offer of prizes,
for plantations remarkable for their extent and excellence,
or for success in overcoming difficulties in planting.

4. It might reward the authors of approved essays tend-
ing to make known improved methods, or to awaken an in-
telligent interest in Forestry, or to disseminate useful infor-
mation upon any subject therein tending to promote the
general welfare.

5. It might collect statistical and scientific facts havingw o
reference to Forestry in its various economic and scientific
relations with the view of furnishing information in answer
to private inquiry, or by way of public reports.

G. It might promote an interest in the subject by the
holding of public meetings for addresses and discussions upon
subjects relating to Forestry and rural economy.

7. It might establish at its central office a reference
library and collections for illustrating its special subject, and
it might very materially aid by advice and otherwise in the
formation of similar means of reference and information at
institutions of learning and other agencies of public utility.

8. And finally —it could carefully study the subject of
Forestry as it may grow in importance, with the view of
recommending for legislative action such measures as may
be deemed proper for meeting the wants of the country in
this matter as it comes to be better understood.

It is presumed that intelligent, capable and public-spirited
citizens might readily bo found in every State, who would be
willing without pay to give reasonable attention to this sub-
ject, by attending stated meetings of a board their actual
expenses being paid. With a capable and intelligent secre-
tary, devoting his whole time to his duties, upon reasonable
pay, we might confidently expect that such a board would in
due time become a centre of influence and an important
agency for good ; sustaining the expectations that gave it
being, and abundantly repaying its cost, in an advancement
of the public welfare.






