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House of Representatives, March 12, 1884.

The Committee on Water Supply, to whom was referred
the petition of S. L. Wiley, relative to a water supply for
the town of Athol, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

DANIEL REED.

CommomDcaltl) of iflaosactjusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To enable the Athol Water- Company to improve and

increase its Water Supply.

Be it enacted by the Semite and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

JoUoks:
1 Section 1. The Athol Water Company of
2 Athol, for the purpose of increasing the capacity
3 and efficiency of its water works, is hereby au-
-4 thorized to take and hold, by purchase or other-
-5 wise, such lands in said town as may be neces-
-6 sary and convenient for the purpose of erecting
7 and maintaining an engine-house and pumping
8 station and reservoir, and any other works and
9 structures required in connection with said water

10 works; and may connect said works and struc-

-11 tures with each other and with the present aque-

-12 ducts in said town, and with any other that may
13 be hereafter laid.

1 Sect. 2. For the purposes aforesaid, the said
2 Athol Water Company may, under the super-
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3 vision of the selectmen of the town of Athol, lay
4 and maintain pipes or other works over or under
5 any water course, street, railroad, highway or

6 other way, or any land whatever, and in general
7 may do any other things necessary and proper
8 for the carrying out of said purposes; and if said
9 company enters upon or digs up any land, street

10 or other Avay, it shall restore the same to as good
11 condition as it was before such digging com-

-12 menced, and such work shall be done in such
13 manner and with such care as not to render such
14 land, street or other way unsafe or unnecessarily
15 inconvenient to those entitled to use the same.

1 Sect. 3. Said water company is also author-
-2 ized, for the purpose aforesaid and to increase its
3 supply of water, to take, hold and convey into
4 the reservoirs, aqueducts or other works now
5 owned by said Athol Water Company, or author-
-6 ized by this act, the waters of Silver Lake, so
7 called, and any water rights connected therewith,
8 situated about one-half mile north of the village
9 in said town of Athol; and may also take and

10 hold, by purchase or otherwise, such lands around
11 the margin of said lake, not exceeding five rods
12 in width, as may be necessary for the preserva-
-13 tion and purity of said waters; and may also take
14 and hold in like manner such lands as may be
15 necessary for maintaining dams, reservoirs for
16 storage of said waters, and such lands as may be
17 necessary for the erection and maintaining any
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18 works proper for taking and distributing said
19 waters.

1 Sect. 4. The said Athol Water Company
2 shall, within sixty days after the taking of any
3 land or water rights under the provisions of this
4 act, file with the registry of deeds of the county
5 of Worcester a description of any lands or
6 water rights so taken, sufficiently accurate for
7 identification, with a statement of the purposes
8 for which they were so taken, and the title of the
9 land and water rights so taken shall thereafter

10 vest in said corporation. Any person or corpor-
-11 ation injured in any way by any acts of said cor-
-12 poration, and failing to agree with said corpora-
-13 tion as to the amount of damages, may have the
14 same assessed and determined in the manner pro-
-15 vided when land is taken for highways; but no

16 application shall be made to the county coramis-
-17 sioners for the assessment of damages for the
18 taking of said water rights or lands until the
19 water or land is actually taken or the water is
20 diverted by said corporation. Any person whose
21 water rights are thus taken, may apply to the
22 county commissioners, as herein provided, within
23 three years from the time the water is actually
24 taken or diverted, and not thereafter; and no suit
25 for injury done under this act shall be brought
26 after three years from the date of the alleged
27 injury.
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1 Sect. 5. The owners of lands and water
2 rights taken under this act, upon application by
3 either party for an estimate of damages, may re-
-4 quire said corporation to give security satisfac-
-5 tory to the board of selectmen of said town,
6 for the payment of all damages and costs which
7 may be awarded to them for the land or other
8 property taken.
9 And if, upon petition of the owner, with notice

10 to the adverse party, the security appears to the
11 selectmen of said town to have become insuffi-
-12 cient, they shall require said corporation to give
13 further security to their satisfaction, and all the
14 right or authority of the corporation to enter
15 upon or use said land and other property, except
16 for making surveys, shall be suspended until it
17 gives the security required.

1 Sect. 6. The town of Athol shall have the
2 right, at any time during the continuance of the
3 charter hereby granted, to purchase the corpor-
-4 ate property, and all the rights and privi-
-5 leges of said company, at a price which may
6 be mutually agreed upon between said corpor-
-7 ation and said town of Athol, and the said
8 corporation is authorized to make sale of the
9 same to said town. In case said corporation and

10 said town are unable to agree, then the compen-
-11 sation to be paid shall be determined by three
12 commissioners, to be appointed by the supreme
13 judicial court, upon application of either party,
14 and notice to the other, whose award, when ac-
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15 cepted by said court, shall be binding upon both
16 parties. And this authority to purchase said fran-
-17 chise and property is granted on condition that the
18 same is assented to by said town by a two-thirds
19 vote of the voters present and voting thereon
20 at a meeting called for that purpose.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, but shall become void unless said cor-

-3 poration shall, within three years from the passage
4 thereof, avail itself of its provisions and com-
-5 mence a prosecution of the work herein author-
-6 ized.






