
HOUSE No. 277.

House of Representatives, March 27, 1884.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Senate Bill concerning the volunteer militia, having duly
considered the same, report that it ought to pass in a new
draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

WM. A. BANCROFT.

(HommontDcalti) of iftassadiusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand. Eight Hundred and Eighty-four

AN ACT
Amending Chapter Fourteen of the Public Statutes,

relating to the Volunteer Militia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section" 1. In time of peace the volunteer
2 militia shall consist of not more than sixty com-
-3 panics of infantry, three companies of cavalry,
4 three batteries of light artillery of four guns
5 each, two corps of cadets, and two signal corps.

1 Sect. 2. The commander-in-chief shall ar-
-2 range the artillery, infantry and cavalry into regi-
-3 ments, battalions, and when necessary unattached
4 companies, and not more than two brigades.
5 There shall not be more than six regiments of in-
ti fantry, one regiment or more of which, at the dis-
-7 cretion of the governor, shall be trained, instruc-
-8 ted and exercised in the manual and drill of heavy
9 artillery.
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1 Sect. 3. To each brigade there shall be one
2 brigadier general, whose staff shall consist of one

3 assistant adjutant-general, one medical director,
4 each with the rank of lieutenant-colonel; one as-

-5 sistant inspector-general, with rank of major, who
6 shall be paymaster and mustering-officer for un-

-7 attached companies of such brigade; oue brigade
8 quartermaster, one engineer, one judge-advocate,
9 one provost marshal, and two aids-de-camp, each

10 with the rank of captain. There shall also be al-
ii lowed to each brigade the following non-commis-
-12 sioned staff officers; viz., one brigade sergeant-
-13 major, one brigade quartermaster-sergeant, one

14 brigade hospital steward, one brigade provost-
-15 sergeant, one brigade bugler, one brigade color-
-16 bearer and two brigade-sergeant clerks, and a

17 signal corps, to consist of one first lieutenant, one

18 first sergeant, four sergeants and twenty privates.
19 The first lieutenant shall be appointed, and the
20 men enlisted, mustered, and non-commissioned
21 officers warranted by brigade commanders.

1 Sect. 4. The commander of a regiment, sepa-
-2 rate battalion, corps of cadets, or unattached com-
-3 pany, may employ or raise by enlistment a band
4 of musicians not to exceed twenty-four in num-
-5 ber, to be under his direction and command. Such
6 musicians, while on duty, shall be subject to all
7 the laws and regulations for the government of
8 the militia, except that they need not be mustered
9 in as prescribed for enlisted men.
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1 Sect. 5. The following officers and soldiers,
2 and none other, are entitled to be mounted: every
3 general, field, and staff officer, every officer of
4 cavalry, artillery, and signal corps, every brigade,
5 cavalry, and artillery non-commissioned staff offi-
-6 cer, every enlisted man of cavalry, and the ser-
-7 geants, the guidon corporal, and buglers of light
8 artillery; one horse only shall be allowed to each
9 of the above-mentioned officers and soldiers; and

10 there shall be allowed thirty-two draught-horses to
11 each battery of light artillery of four guns; to
12 each battery of light artillery of more than four
13 guns there shall be allowed for each additional
14 gun eight draught-horses. No horses shall be al-
-15 lowed for members of bands, except by special
16 orders of the commander-in-chief.

1 Sect. 6. All staff officers of the militia shall
2 be appointed as hereinafter provided, and com-
il missioned by the commander-in-chief, on the
4 request of the several appointing officers, pro-
-5 vided that such appointees be eligible, and no
6 judge advocate shall be commissioned unless he
7 be a justice of the peace and a member of the
8 Massachusetts bar. The staff of the commander-
-9 in-chief shall be appointed by him; the staff of a

10 brigade, by the brigadier general commanding;
11 the staff of a regiment, separate battalion, corps
12 of cadets, or unattached company, by the per-
-13 manent commander thereof.

1 Sect. 7. Captains shall be the recruiting offi-
-2 cers for their companies, and in case of vacancy
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3 the commanding- officers of regiments or bat-
-4 talions may order some officer to perform that
5 duty until such vacancy is filled, the command-
-6 ing officers of brigades, regiments, and separate
7 battalions, for their respective non-commissioned
8 staffs, the commanding officers of corps of cadets
9 for their respective corps, and such persons as

10 the commander-in-chief may appoint for new

11 companies under section twenty-four until a cap-
-12 tain shall have been elected or appointed to such
IB company.

1 Sect. 8. Every commissioned officer, except
2 the staff officers of the commander-in-chief, med-
-3 ical officers, and chaplains shall, upon being noti-
-4 tied as provided in section forty-three, appear
5 before an examining board, to consist of the judge
6 advocate general, and two other officers to be
7 designated by the commander-in-chief. The
8 board shall examine the said officer as to his
9 military and general qualifications, and admin-

-10 ister to him the oaths as prescribed in the follow-
-11 ing section. If in their opinion such officer is
12 competent, the fact shall be certified to the
13 commander-in-chief, who shall issue his order
14 announcing the result of such examination. Med-
-15 ical officers shall appear before an examining
16 board, to consist of three medical officers, which
17 board shall certify to the competency of such
18 officer, and administer the oath, as prescribed for
19 other commissioned officers.
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1 Sect. 9. An officer who fails to pass the board
2 of examiners, or fails to appear before said board,
3 as provided in section eight of this act, and any
4 officer who may at any time be ordered before
5 said board of examiners, and who fails to pass,
6 shall be discharged by the coramander-in-chief.

1 Sect. 10. No enlisted man shall be discharged
2 before the expiration of his term of service, ex-
-3 cept by order of the commander-in-chief and for
4 the following reasons:
5 To accept promotion by commission;
6 Upon removal of residence from the state, or out
7 of the bounds of the command to which he be-
-8 longs, to so great a distance, that, in the opinion
9 of his commanding officer, he cannot properly

10 perform his military duty;
11 Upon disability, established by certificate of a

12 medical officer;
13 Upon conviction of felony in a civil court;
14 When the commander-in-chief approves the
15 application of two-thirds of the members of a
16 company, requesting the discharge of a soldier
17 thereof for being habitually troublesome, or of
18 such character as to degrade the company;
19 When, in the opinion of the commander-in-
-20 chief, the interests of the service demand such
21 discharge;
22 Upon his own application, approved by the
23 commanding officer of his company, and by su-

-24 perior commanders;
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25 To carry out the sentence of a court-martial;
26 Upon application of his company commander,
27 approved by superior commanders.

1 Sect. 11. Every officer, non-commissioned
2 officer and soldier shall return immediately to the
3 armory or other place of deposit each article of
4 military property of the Commonwealth issued to
5 and received by him for use in the military ser-
-6 vice, and the possession of any article of such
7 property by the person to whom it was issued,
8 elsewhere than in the armory or designated place
9 of deposit, shall be deemed and taken to be

10 prima facie evidence of embezzlement of such
11 article of property by the person to whom it was

12 issued.

1 Sect. 12. Each regiment, separate battalion,
2 corps of cadets and unattached company of the
3 volunteer militia, shall parade for drill one day in
4 the months of May or June, September or Octo-
-5 her, at such time and place as the comraander-in-
-6 chief may designate. The inspector-general, his
7 assistants, or such other officers as the comman-
-8 der-in-chief shall indicate, shall attend such drills,
9 and report upon the proficiency of the troops,

10 such report to be made to the commander-in-chief
11 in writing within thirty days from the date of
12 such drill.

1 Sect. 13. The volunteer militia shall perform
2 five consecutive days of camp duty in each year;
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3 and unless the commander-in-chief prescribes the
4 time, place and manner of assembling the troops
5 for that purpose, each commander of brigade or

G corps of cadets shall annually order an encamp-
-7 ment of his command, by brigade, regiments, or
8 battalions, at some time during the months of
9 June, July, August, September or October.

1 Sect. 14. At each encampment the troops
2 shall be reviewed and shall be thoroughly ex-
-3 ercised in the routine of camp duty. The in-
-4 spector-general, and such assistants as may be
5 detailed, shall be present at these encampments,
6 and the inspector-general shall report in regard
7 to numbers, discipline, and any other matters
8 affecting the character or efficiency of the organi-
-9 zations; such reports to be forwarded to the

10 commander-chief within thirty days from date ot
11 encampment.

1 Sect. 15. Vo body of men whatsover, other
2 than the regularly organized corps of the militia,
3 the troops of the United States, the Ancient and
4 Honorable Artillery Company, the Veteran Artil-
-5 lery Association of Newburyport, the Veteran
G Cadet Association of Salem, the Veteran Asso-
-7 elation of the Independent Corps of Cadets of
8 Boston, and Salem Light Infantry Veteran Asso-
-9 elation, the Veteran Artillery Association of

10 Amesbury and Salisbury, shall associate them-
-11 selves together as a military company or organi-
-12 zation, or parade in public with arms in any
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13 city or town of this Commonwealth, without the
14 license of the governor thereof, which may at any
15 time be revoked; and all applications for such
16 license must be approved by the mayor and alder-
-17 men and selectmen of cities and towns in which
18 such organizations or associations may be located,
19 nor shall any city or town raise or appropriate
20 any money toward arming, equipping, uniforming,
21 or in any way supporting, sustaining or providing-
-22 drill-rooms or armories for any such body of men;
23 provided, that associations wholly composed of
24 soldiers honorably discharged from the service of
25 the United States may parade in public with arms
26 upon the reception of any regiments or companies
27 of soldiers returning from said service, and for
28 the purpose of escort duty at the burial of de-
-29 ceased soldiers, having first obtained the written
30 permission so to do of the mayor and aldermen or

31 selectmen of the cities or towns in which they
32 desire to parade; and provided, further, that
33 students in educational institutions where mili-
-34 tary science is a prescribed part of the course of
35 instruction may, with the consent of the gover-
-36 nor, drill and parade with arms in public, under the
37 superintendence of their teachers; and provided,
38 further, that this section shall not be construed to
39 prevent any organization heretofore authorized
40 thereto by law from parading with side-arms.

1 Skct. 16. When regiments, battalions, corps
2 of cadets, or companies, establish in their consti-
-3 tutional articles of agreement or by-laws the
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4 amounts which may be collected as fines from
5 officers and soldiers of the volunteer militia for
6 the non-performance of duty, such fines shall not
7 exceed the amounts named as follows:
8 For each day’s absence from camp, or from in-
-9 spection in May or June, five dollars;

10 For each day’s absence from special duty when
11 ordered by the commander-in-chief, or from any
12 parade ordered by the commanding officer of a
13 regiment, battalion, corps of cadets, or unat-
-14 tached company, three dollars;
15 For each absence from company or battalion
16 drill, or meeting of officers or non-commissioned
17 officers ordered for the purpose of instruction, or
18 from an election, one dollar.
19 Money charged to an officer or soldier of the
20 volunteer militia under the provisions of chapter
21 fourteen of the Public Statutes and the by-laws
22 of the organization, of which he is or may have
28 been a member, shall constitute a simple contract
24 debt against him, and may be recovered upon
25 suit brought in the name of the officer command-
-26 ing such organization at the time of bringing the
27 action, and prosecuted in accordance with the law
28 of this Commonwealth for the recovery of such
29 debts in any court of competent jurisdiction;
30 want of consideration or the fact that the defend-
-31 ant is or was a member of the same organization
32 as the plaintiff shall not be defences in such suit,
33 and the prevailing party shall have his costs
34 without regard to the amount recovered. This
35 remedy shall be in addition to those named in
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36 section one hundred and forty of chapter fourteen
37 of the Public Statutes.

1 Sect. 17. Sections twenty-two, twenty-three,
2 twenty-five, thirty, thirty-one, thirty-five, fifty-
-3 four, fifty-nine, sixty-five, sixty-nine, seventy-
-1 eight, one hundred and eight, one hundred and
5 nine, one hundred and eleven, one hundred and
6 twenty-seven and one hundred and fifty of chap-
-7 ter fourteen of the Public Statutes, are hereby
8 repealed.








