
HOUSE No. 286.

[Mr. Hewins gives notice that he will move to substitute this bill for
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary, inexpedient to legislate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four

AN ACT
Providing for Compensation for Damages occasioned
by the erection of Telegraph and Telephone Lines.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court 2SBembled , and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The erection of a telegraph or

2 telephone line in any public way shall be deemed
3 to be a new use of such way, and to impose an

4 additional servitude therein; and the owner of
5 any property abutting upon such way in any man-
-6 ner injuriously affected or lessened in value by
7 the erection of such telegraph or telephone line,
8 whether such owner is also the owner of the fee
9 in such way or not, shall be entitled to additional

10 compensation for damages occasioned by such
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11 new use and additional servitude, and may at any
12 time within one year after' the erection of such
13 telegraph or telephone line, petition for assess-
-14 ment of his damages, and his petition shall be heard
15 and determined in the same manner and with like
16 effect as now provided by law when real estate
17 is taken for public highways. But all persons
18 claiming different interests in the same estate
19 shall join in one petition.

1 Sect. 2. Such telegraph or telephone line shall
2 not be operated or used until all the damages re-
-3 coverable under this act have been paid or secured
4 in a manner satisfactory to the owner, or to be
5 fixed by the superior court, or auy justice thereof
6 sitting in equity for the county where the land
7 lies, upon petition of either party and summary
8 hearing.

1 Sect. 3. The damages and costs recoverable
2 under this act shall become and be a first lien,
3 without priority to any of the petitioners as among
4 themselves, on all the property of the owner or
5 owners of such telegraph or telephone line.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


