
HOUSE No. 316.

[Mr. Potter of Worcester, gives notice that he will move to substi-
tute this bill for the bill which is printed as House No. 58.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

RESOLVE

Authorizing the appointment of Forestry Commissioners.

Resolved, That the Governor, with the advice and consent
of the council, is hereby authorized, on or before the first
day of June next, to appoint five discreet and competent
persons, one of whom shall be the Secretary of the Board
of Agriculture, who shall continue in office until the first day
of December next, and be known as Forestry Commissioners.
They shall confer as far as convenient and expedient, with
the Forestry Commissioners or other public authorities of
the other states of New England, and investigate the subject
of forestry and the effect of the same on climate, rainfall and
water supply. They shall determine, so far as practicable,
the acreage of the woodland in this State over thirty years’
growth, and the average age at which the forests are now
cut off, and consider the best means to encourage the growth
of forests and to increase and maintain the water and timber
supply of the State. They shall collect all available facts
bearing upon the aforesaid subjects and make report thereof
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in writing, with such suggestions and recommendations as
they deem best, to the governor, on or before said first day
of December, which report shall be printed forthwith as a
legislative document by the Secretary of the Commonwealth
for the use of the next legislature.

Said commissioners shall serve without pay; but their
necessary travelling expenses and clerk hire shall be paid
out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, subject to the
approval of the Governor and council. ,


