
HOUSE No. 366.

House of Representatives, May 5, 1884.

The Committee on Prisons, who were instructed to con-
sider the expediency of rebuilding the jail and house of
correction at Plymouth, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHAS. H. HOWLAND.

Mr. Reed, of the Senate, dissents and submits his views,
which are printed with the report.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To authorize the County Commissioners of Plym-

outh County to enlarge and remodel the Jail
and House of Correction at Plymouth.

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
folloivs;

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of
2 the county of Plymouth are hereby authorized
3 and required to enlarge, remodel and improve the
4 jail and house of correction at Plymouth, at an

5 expense not exceeding thirty thousand dollars,
6 and for said purposes may borrow on the credit
7 of the county a sum not exceeding thirty thou-
-8 sand dollars, and may employ the convicts in said
9 house of correction so far as their labor may be

10 used to advantage.

1 Sect. 2. They are hereby authorized to sell,
2 convey or remove the whole or any portion of the
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3 present jail and house of correction, or use the
-1 materials thereof in the new structure.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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The undersigned member of the Committee on Prisons,
who were instructed to consider the expediency of legislation
relating to the rebuilding of the House of Correction at
Plymouth, dissents from the report of said committee, and
submits the following :

The reasons urged for rebuilding the House of Correction
at Plymouth are its overcrowded condition, and unsuitable
nature as a place of confinement to prisoners. It was
admitted by the remonstrants that the House of Correction
was not a modern structure, nor all that is desired as a place
of confinement, but they objected to the expenditure of a
large sum of money upon the present buildings at this time,
for two reasons.

First. Because the necessity for a new building is not
greater now than it has been for years past, its present over-
crowded condition being common to all similar institutions
in the State, and which will be essentially relieved by the
establishment of the contemplated reformatory prison.

Second. Because the present location of the House ot
Correction and other county buildings, render them difficult
of access to a large majority of the people of the county, and
if a new house of correction or other county buildings are to
be erected, they should be located in some place in the
north-westerly portion of the county. The undersigned
believes that the ground taken by the remonstrants is not
only tenable but is supported by every principle of justice
toward a large majority of the people of the county. The
subject of a change of the county seat in Plymouth County
is being agitated very extensively, and only lacks almost
uncontrollable power by a temporary difference of opinion as
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to the new location. It. cannot be denied that the expendi-
ture of a large sum of money at Plymouth would practically
defeat the project of the establishment of a new county seat.
Now, while the prison commissioners have undoubtedly con-
sidered it in the line of their duty to persistently urge this
expenditure, not appreciating those local and business con-
siderations which so materially affect the people of the
county, yet it is equally true, that this expenditure is being
urged at this time for the very purpose of defeating the proj-
ect of a new location of the county buildings.

The people of the county should have more opportunity
to consider the question of a removal of the county build-
ings, and for that and other reasons herein given, it is rec-
ommended that the further consideration of the subject of
the order be referred to the next General Court.

HORACE REED.












