
HOUSE No. 372.

House of Representatives, May 6, 1884.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, who were instructed
to inquire into the expediency of legislation to control or
prevent the placing of telegraph, telephone and electric light
wires by individuals or corporations, upon dwelling-houses
and other private buildings without the consent of the owner,,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

GEORGE L. CLARK.

(HommontDmltf) of illaosadjusette.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To regulate the Construction and Operating of Tele-

phonic, Telegraphic and other Electrical Lines.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever in any manner affixes or
2 causes to be affixed to the property of another
3 any post, structure, fixture, wire or other appara-
-4 tus for telephonic, telegraphic or other electrical
5 communication, or enters upon the property of
6 another for any purpose relating to such appara-
-7 tus or to the affixing of the same without first
8 obtaining the consent of the owner of such prop-
-9 erty, shall, on complaint of such owner or his ten-

10 ant, be punished by a fine not exceeding five hun-
-11 dred dollars for each violation hereof.

1 Sect. 2. Every corporation or person raain-
-2 taining or operating a telephonic, telegraphic or
3 other electrical line shall, at all places where
4 such line is affixed by any post, structure or fix-
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5 ture to the property of another, mark such post,
6 structure or fixture, in a clear and legible man-
-7 ner, with the name of the corporation or person
8 maintaining or operating such line, and any cor-
-9 poration or person failing to comply with the

10 provisions of this act shall, for each failure to
11 so comply, be punished by a fine not exceeding
12 five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of September, A. D. eighteen hundred and
3 eighty-four, and shall apply to all telephonic, tele-
-4 graphic or other electrical lines then existing.




