
HOUSE . . . . No. 392.

[House, No. 877, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
Concerning Foreign Corporations having a usual

Place of Business in this Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

1 Section 1. Every corporation established
2 under the laws of any other state or foreign coun-
-3 try and hereafter having a usual place of busi-
-4 ness in this Commonwealth shall, before doing
5 business in this Commonwealth, appoint in writ-
-6 ing the commissioner of corporations or his suc-

-7 cessor in office to be its true and lawful attorney
8 upon whom all lawful processes in any action or

9 proceeding against it may be served, and in such
10 writing shall agree that any lawful process
11 against it which is served on said attorney shall
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12 be of the same legal force and validity as if
13 served on the company, and that the authority
14 shall continue in force so long as any liability re-
-15 mains outstanding against the company in this
16 Commonwealth. A copy of the writing, duly
17 certified and authenticated, shall bo filed in the
18 office of the said commissioner, and copies certi-
-19 fied by him shall be deemed sufficient evidence
20 thereof. Service upon snch attorney shall be
21 demed sufficient service upon the principal.

1 Sect. 2. When legal process against any
2 such company is served upon said commissioner,
3 he shall immediately notify the company of such
4 service by letter, with postage prepaid, directed
5 to the secretary of said company, or in the case
6 of a company of a foreign country, to the resi-
-7 dent manager, if any, in this country; and shall,
8 within two days after such service, forward in
9 the same manner a copy of the process served on

10 him to such secretary or manager, or to any per-
il son designated by the company in writing. The
12 plaintiff’ in each process so served shall pay to
13 the commissioner at the time of such service a fee
14 of two dollars, which shall be recovered by him
15 as part of the taxable costs, if he prevails in the
16 suit. The said commissioner shall keep a record
17 of all processes served upon him, which record
18 shall show the day and hour when such service
19 was made.

1 Sect. 3. Every such company before transact-
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2 ing business in this Commonwealth shall file with
3 said commissioner a copy of its charter, and a

4 statement of the amount of its capital stock, and
5 the amount paid in thereon to its treasurer, and
6 said statement shall be subscribed and sworn to
7 by its president, secretary and treasurer. All
8 such companies now doing business in this Com-
-9 monwealth shall file such copy and such state-

-10 ment on or before the first day of October next,
11 provided such business is thereafter continued.
12 Any violation of this section shall render such
13 officers liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
14 dollars. If any contract is made by any such
15 corporation in this Commonwealth, while such
16 corporation is in default for non-compliance with
17 any of the provisions of this section, all agents
18 and officers of such company concerned in the
19 making of such contract shall be personally liable
20 thereon, and such company shall also be liable.
21 Every such company shall pay into the treasury
22 ten dollars for filing the copy of its charter, and
23 five dollars for filing the statement required by
24 this section.

1 Sect. 4. The personal liability of officers and
2 stockholders of any such corporation, in case the
3 provisions of the charter thereof or of the laws
4 of such state or country have not been complied
5 with, may be enforced in the courts of this Corn-
-6 monwealth in the same manner, so far as may be,
7 as in similar proceedings against the officers and
8 stockholders of domestic corporations; but the
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9 provisions of this section shall only apply in suits
10 or proceedings in which a citizen of this Cora-
il monwealth is plaintitf or petitioner.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of July in the year eighteen hundred and
3 eighty-four.

House of Representatives, May 14, 1884.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

Edward A. McLaughlin,

Clerk.


