
HOUSE No. 415.

[Proposed as a substitute for Senate, No. 336, by Mr. Habvet of the
House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To establish a State Lunatic Asylum in Westbor-

ough for the Care and Treatment of the Chronic
Insane, and to provide elsewhere for the Homoeo-
pathic Treatment of the Insane.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

1 Section 1. The governor with the advice and
2 consent of the council is authorized to appoint
3 three persons, one of whom shall be a member of
4 the state board of health, lunacy and charity, who
5 shall be a board of commissioners with full pow-
-6 ers to repair and reconstruct certain buildings
7 now occupied by the state reform school at West-
-8 borough, for the accommodation of not less than
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9 three hundred and fifty patients, or to construct
10 therein such accommodations, including apart-
-11 ments for a superintendent, steward, assistant-
-12 physicians, their families and other necessary
13 subordinate officers and attendants; also, to erect
14 such farm or agricultural buildings as may be
15 necessary for the purposes of said hospital.

1 Sect. 2. There shall be devoted to the control
2 and use of said hospital all the lands and build-
-3 ings thereon now belonging to the state reform
4 school and situated on the westerly side of the
6 town road, and westerly ofa direct line drawn from
6 the terminus of the stone wall bounding the
7 driveway leading from the public road to the
8 main buildings so called, to a large pine tree
9 standing near the shore of the lake between the

10 farm barn and the building known as the ice-
-11 house: provided, that said division line may be
12 varied in its course or differently located if the
13 trustees of the state reform school and the
14 authorities of the lunatic hospital mutually so
15 determine.

1 Sect. 3. The commissioners shall have full
2 power to make all contracts and employ all agents
3 necessary to carry into effect the provisions of
4 this act; provided, that all contracts for labor and
5 material shall be approved by the governor and
6 council; and provided, further, that said commis-

-7 sioners shall not expend any part of the sura ap-
-8 propriated by this act until they shall have ob-
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9 tained estimates from competent experts, showing
10 that the whole amount necessary to fully repair,
11 reconstruct or build said buildings for hospital
12 purposes, and fit the same for occupancy, will
13 not exceed eighty-five thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 4. To meet the expenses incurred by
2 the board of commissioners under the provisions
3 of this act, the governor is authorized to draw
4 his warrant on the treasurer of the Common-
-5 wealth, for such sums as may be required from
6 time to time for carrying out said provisions, and
7 for such purpose the sum of eighty-five thousand
8 dollars is appropriated.

1 Sect. 5. The governor and council shall on
2 or before the first day of September next desig-
-3 nate one of the existing state lunatic hospitals as
4 a state hospital for the care and treatment of the
5 insane upon the principles ol medicine known as
6 the homoeopathic, and the board of trustees of
7 said hospital shall, within two months thereafter,
8 appoint a homoeopathic physician and assistant
9 physicians for said hospital.

1 Sect. 6. After the appointment of said offi-
-2 cers, in making commitments of insane persons
3 according to the provisions of chapter eighty-
-4 seven of the Public Statutes, the judges named
5 in section eleven of said chapter shall inquire of
6 the applicants for the commitment of any insane
7 person, whether it is their desire that such per-
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8 son should be treated upon the principles of
9 medicine known as the homoeopathic, and when

10 such applicants answer in the affirmative, such
11 insane persons shall be committed to the insane
12 hospital designated, as hereinbefore provided, iu
13 preference to any other place, provided the said
14 hospital is able to receive them, and such insane
15 persons, not exceeding one hundred in number,
16 as may now or hereafter be inmates of the state
17 lunatic hospitals, and may desire the special
18 treatment above-mentioned, or for whom i.uch
19 treatment may be desired by the patient’s family
20 or by any person upon whose application such
21 insane person was committed to any state lunatic
22 hospital, may be transferred by the state board of
23 health, lunacy and charity to said insane hospital,
24 and any other inmates of the state lunatic hos-
-25 pitals may be transferred to said insane hospital,
26 whenever the same is able to receive them.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


