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Executive Department
Boston, April 7, 1885,

To the Senate and Bouse of Representatives
I deem it my duty to inform the members of the Legis-

lature that I have received from the Honorable T. F.
Bayard, Secretary of State, a communication, covering a
copy of the petition of Rogers Amero of Digby, Nova
Scotia, and a copy of the letter of the British Minister,
resident at Washington, D. C., requesting that due con-
sideration be given to the matter.

Although the claim, now presented by Amero, was
very thoroughly investigated by your immediate pred-
ecessors and an adverse determination made thereon,
and has also been made the subject of extended comment
by the Attorney General in his last report, still, in view
of the general desire of our people to afford a full oppor-
tunity to every person to present his statement of griev-
ances that he may believe he has suffered at the hands of
the Commonwealth, and in recognition of the high official' O O

character of those through whom this matter has been
brought to my attention, I transmit all the papers to you
for such inquiry and action as to you shall seem proper.

GEO. D. ROBINSON,

(ftommorroealtl) of illaosadjusette.

Governor.
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Department of State, Washington, March 27, 1885.

His Excellency Geokge D. Robinson,
Governor of Massachusetts , Boston, Massachusetts.

Sir: —I have the honor to transmit to you herewith for
your information, with a view to such action as you may
deem proper, a copy of a note to this Department from Mr.
West, the British Minister at this capital, enclosing a copy
of the petition of Rogers Amero, asking for compensation
for his alleged wrongful arrest by the authorities of Massa-
chusetts.

Calling your Excellency’s attention to the fact that
Araero’s petition is commended to favorable consideration
by His Excellency the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Governor
General of the Dominion of Canada,

I have the honor to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,

T. F. BAYARD.
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Enclosure. Mr. West to Mr. Bayard , March 25, 1885. Copy.
Washington, March 25, 1885.

Sir : Referring to the correspondence which has passed
with your department respecting the extradition case of
Rogers Amero, I have the honor to transmit to you copy
of the petition of the said Rogers Amero to the Governor of
the State of Massachusetts, praying that he may be granted
such compensation as may seem meet for the wrongs he has
suffered, as set forth therein.

His Excellency the Marquis of Lansdown, in forwarding
this petition to me for presentation through your department
to His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts, has re-
quested me to express the hope of his Government that you
will see fit to recommend it to his favorable consideration.

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration,

Sir, your obedient servant,

L. S. SACKYILLE WEST.
The Honorable T. F. Bayard, Secretary of Slate.

To His Excellency the Governor , to the Honorable the Senate, and to the
Honorable the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts :

The humble petition of Rogers Amero of Plympton, in the
county of Digby and province of Nova Scotia,

Shhwelh: That I, your aforesaid mentioned petitioner,
am now in the twenty-fifth year of my age, and have worked
as a farm laborer for several years in the province of Nova
Scotia and in the State of Massachusetts.

That while working at South Lincoln, in the State of
Massachusetts, in the spring of the year 1883, in the employ
of Mr. Arthur Johnson, I fell and injured my head and
from that time till I left him was affected in my mental and
physical health.

That about Monday, the tenth, or Tuesday, the eleventh
day of March in that year, I had a dispute with Mr. John-
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son, my employer, about some matters of business; con-
ceived the idea that lie was going to arrest and imprison
me for an alleged debt, and left his employ suddenly for
Boston, in company with a friend named Hilaire Thibault,
intending to sail from Boston to my home, but finding no
chance there, proceeded to Gloucester, where I had relatives,
and arrived there on Thursday, the thirteenth day of
March, and remained there until the following Monday
morning, when I took the train for St. John, New Bruns-
wick, thence crossed the bay to the town of Digby, and
thence went to my home in the South Range, south of
Plyrapton, in the county of Digby and province of Nova
Scotia.

That some weeks after my arrival home, John Daley, of
Digby, hotel-keeper and constable, and one James R. Wood
of Boston, came to my house and said they came to arrest
me for a robbery committed in Boston ; they took away my
trunks of clothing, and carried me to Digby handcuffed and
kept mo at the hotel that night and the greater part of the
next da}'; that on the next day I was taken by the said
Wood to a barber’s-shop and shaved and to a photograph
saloon to get my picture taken, all which I am informed and
believe was done in order to cause certain witnesses to
whom the pictures were sent to bo prejudiced and warped
in their judgment as to my identity, before they had seen
me.

That it was not until after I arrived at Digby that the said
Wood told me I was arrested for the murder of Mrs. Car-
leton at Watertown, at the accusation of which horrible
crime I was thrown into a state of terror and alarm which
was increased by an unlawful and improper examination and
mock trial, conducted by said detective, and another detec-
tive named Freeman, co-operating with said Wood, at
Daley’s hotel, the day after my arrest.

That I was brought before his honor Judge Savary of
Digby, for examination on the said charge, who remanded
me to await for evidence, explained to me the nature of the
charge, and told me I ought to have a lawyer. The said
Wood' and Daley followed mo to the cell, and Wood said,
“lama lawyer, tell meand Daley said to Wood, “ We
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will send Copp up to him,” to which Wood assented. In a
short time a young lawyer named Copp, whom I did not
know, came up to mo and said he was going to be my law-
yer, and he was the only lawyer I had during my examina-
tion before said judge. That on the examination before
said judge the said Wood and Freeman appeared and acted
as the agents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and
produced in court certain papers and two witnesses, a man
named McElhinney and a woman named Stowe, the former
of whom swore to a detailed conversation which he alleged
he had with mo on the afternoon of Sunday, the eighteenth
day of March, when, as he stated, I was going to Water-
town from Boston, and the latter, who also swore that I was
the same person who bought a ticket from her at a railway
station at Watertown, for Boston, later in the evening of the
said Sunday.

That both said statements were untrue, as I was, on the
said Sunday evening at Gloucester, as was afterwards proved
by evidence collected by State detectives of Massachusetts.

That the Court was deceived and imposed on by said
untruthful evidence thus produced by the said Detectives
Wood and Freeman, as appears by the written decision of
the said judge, whereby it is evident that but for the evi-
dence, namely, the testimony of said McElhinney and
Stowe, he would not have committed for extradition, and as
it also appears by said written decision, the said judge
doubted and hesitated whether there was sufficient reliable
evidence to warrant his even committing me for trial.

That I have been informed, and believe, that the said
detectives, agents of Massachusetts, knew, at the time of
my arrest and committal, that I got on the train going east-
ward on the morning after the murder at Salem, and not at
Boston, and that I could not have gone in from Watertown
to Salem in one Sunday night, as the said detectives wrong-
fully pretended to the court in Digby I could have done;
and further, that the circumstances and manner in which I
left South Lincoln were either wilfully and wrongfully
neglected to be inquired after by them, or if inquired after,
the facts obtained were suppressed by the said detectives;
that Mr. Johnson, my employer, would have informed them
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that during all the time I was working at South Lincoln,
extending over a period of eighteen months, I was never
absent by night from under my employer’s roof but once,
and then when I was sent by him on business, and returned
the next day but one in duo course.

That I am informed, and believe, the evidence presented
in court before said judge, and which was fully taken down
and reduced to writing by the clerk of the court under his
direction, after reading over to the witnesses, was never, nor
was any copy of it ever, taken away from Digby by the said
agents or by the law officers of Massachusetts, and was
never consulted by the said law officers to ascertain whether
in their opinion the case against me was strong or weak until
perused by the District Attorney in the latter part of the fol-
lowing November at Digby, four months after my arrest and
imprisonment.

That some days after my committal for extradition, at my
earnest entreaties, the said judge visited me in my cell,
accompanied by Doctor Fritz, the leading medical practi-
tioner of Digby, and the latter examined me as to my where-
abouts and doings at and before the day of the murder,
after which, as I am informed, and believe, they came both
to the conclusion that I was innocent and the victim of a
conspiracy.

That shortly after this interview, as I am since informed,
the said judge found out by inquiry from Nova Scotians
living in Gloucester, and chancing to visit their native houses
in or near Digby, that I was, as I had all along stated, at
Gloucester on the day of the murder at Watertown.

That the judge at Digby, as I have been informed and
believe, immediately, or as early as the latter part of May,
convoyed his impressions derived from said interview with
me to the District Attorney of Boston, and urgently requested
him to have an immediate inquiry instituted at Gloucester
by independent detectives, and afterwards communicated to
said District Attorney facts which he had learned since ray
committal tending to establish my innocence; and as early
as the nineteenth day of July gave the District Attorney the
names and addresses of the witnesses who could, and after-
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wards did, prove that I was at Gloucester at the time of the
murder.

That I was in the following January discharged under a
nol. pros, of the indictment by reason of evidence arising
out of that information communicated over six months
previously, and foreshadowed over eight months previously.

That after my return home from my imprisonment in
Massachusetts, I commenced a suit against the said John
Daley for malicious arrest, upon the ground that he swore out
the information against me and was a party with the said
Wood to my arrest; but the jury only gave me a verdict for
four hundred dollars, because they held said Daley responsi-
ble only for my original arrest without cause, and not for
my committal for extradition and subsequent detention, for
which they considered that the Government of Massachu-
setts was responsible.

That during the time of my imprisonment, I underwent
great suffering of mind and body, which I think I will never
get over; that my reputation is permanently injured; for
although proved innocent, strangers from whom I may seek
employment will think I must have borne a bad reputation
or I would not have been so long detained on so grave andO O

awful a charge: whereas, in truth and in fact, before my
arrest I had always borne an unblemished character for a
peaceable disposition, honesty, industry and sobriety.

Your petitioner therefore appeals to the well-known
generosity and justice of the State of Massachusetts, and
humbly prays that he may be granted such compensation as
may seem meet for the cruel wrongs he has suffered as above
set forth.

Dated Digby, Feb. 17, 1885.

ROGERS AMERO,
(Signed] By 11. S. Wade, his Attorney and Agent.




