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HOUSE .... No. 307.

[House, No. 236, as amended and ordered to a third reading.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To limit Debt and Taxation in Cities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled., and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

Commoiuomltl) of itlassacljusetto.

1 Section 1. The tax levy on property in any
2 city, except the city of Boston, exclusive of state
3 tax, county tax and sums required by law to be
4 raised on account of the city debt, shall not ex-
-5 ceed in any year twelve dollars on every one
6 thousand dollars of the average of the assessor’s
7 valuations of the taxable property therein for the
8 preceding three years, the valuation for each year
9 being first reduced by the amount of all abate-
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10 merits allowed thereon previous to the thirty-first
11 day of December, in the year preceding said tax
12 levy, and any order or appropriation requiring a
13 larger tax levy than is herein limited shall be
14 void.

1 Sect. 2. The limit of indebtedness of cities
2 shall hereafter be two and one-half per cent, on
3 the average valuation prescribed in section one
4 of this act, instead of three per cent, on the last
5 preceding valuation, as provided in section four
6 of chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes.

1 Sect. 3. When an ordinance, order, resolution
2 or vote of a city council, or of either branch
3 thereof, or of the school committee of a city,
4 involving the appropriation or expenditure of
5 money, or the levying of a tax, and including
6 several items or sums, is presented to the mayor
7 of a city for his approval, he may approve some

8 of the items or sums, and disapprove others; and
9 in case of such disapproval the portion of the

10 ordinance, order, resolution or vote so approved
11 shall be in force, in like manner, as if the items
12 or sums disapproved had never been a part
13 thereof; and the mayor shall return a statement
14 of the items or sums disapproved, with his objee-
-15 tions in writing, to the school committee, or to
16 that branch of the city council in which the ordi-
-17 nance, order, resolution or vote originated. The
18 items or sums so disapproved shall not be in
19 force unless passed by the city council or by the
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20 school committee, in the manner provided in sec-
-21 tion six, chapter twenty-eight of the Public
22 Statutes.

1 Sect. 4. Section six of chapter twenty-nine
2 of the Public Statutes is amended by striking out
.3 the words “ and of the year next ensuing ” in the
4 third line so as to read as follows:
5 Section 6. Cities and towns may, by ordinary
0 vote, incur debts for temporary loans in anticipa-
-7 tion of the taxes in the year in which such debts
8 are incurred and expressly made payable there-
-9 from by vote of the city or town.

1 Sect. 5. A court or justice having equity
2 jurisdiction, sitting in any county, shall, upon the
3 application of the mayor, or of ten taxable inhab-
-4 itants of any city, at all times, whether in term
5 time or vacation, have power to issue injunctions,
6 mandatory or otherwise, decrees or other process,
7 against the city council or otherwise, which such
8 court or justice may think needful to enforce the
9 provisions of this act, or to prevent the violation

10 thereof.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect on the
2 first day of January, in the year one thousand
3 eight hundred and eighty-six.




