
HOUSE No. 333.

[House, No. 806, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Boston.

1 Section 1. The mayor of the city of Boston
2 shall appoint, subject to confirmation by the board of
3 aldermen, all officers and boards now elected by the
4 city council or board ofaldermen, or appointed by
5 him subject to confirmation, and all whose offices
6 may hereafter be established by the city council or
7 board of aldermen, for such terms of service, re-
-8 spectively, as are or may be fixed by law or ordi-
-9 nance, but the foregoing provision shall not affect
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Oenercd Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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10 the tenure of office of any person now holding
11 any such office; and he may remove any of said
12 officers or members of such boards for such cause
13 as he shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his
14 order for removal.

1 Sect. 2. The foregoing section shall not apply
2 to the city messenger, clerk of committees of the
3 city council, or such other clerks and attend-
-4 ants as may be employed by the city council
5 or either branch thereof, or any subordinate
6 officers in the several departments. The assist-
-7 ant assessors of taxes shall be appointed by the
8 assessors of taxes, subject to confirmation by
9 the mayor, and may be removed by the assessors

10 for such cause as they shall deem sufficient and
11 shall assign in their order for removal, and the
12 city clerk shall be chosen by the city council by
13 concurrent vote.

1 Sect. 3. No member of the city council of
2 said city shall, during the term for which he is
3 elected, be appointed to or hold any office in-
-4 eluded under the provisions of either of the pre-
-5 ceding sections.

1 Sect. 4. Every officer included under the pro*
2 visions of either section one or two shall, unless
3 sooner removed, continue after the expiration of
4 his term of service to hold his office until his suc-
-5 cessor is appointed or elected and duly qualified.
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1 Sect. 5. All officers and boards included
2 under the provisions of section one shall appoint
3 their respective subordinates for such terms of
4 service respectively as are or may be fixed by law
5 or ordinance, but the foregoing provision shall
6 not affect the tenure of office of any person now
7 holding any such subordinate office. The said
8 officers and boards may remove such subordinates
9 for such cause as they may deem sufficient, and

10 shall assign in their order for removal.

1 Sect. 6. The executive powers of said city,
2 and all the executive powers now vested in the
3 board of aldermen, as such, as surveyors of high-
-4 ways, county commissioners or otherwise, shall be
5 and hereby are vested in the mayor, to be exer-
-6 cised through the several officers and boards of

■ 7 the city in their respective departments, under his
8 general supervision and control. Such officers
9 and hoards- shall, in their respective depart-

-10 ments, make all necessary contracts for the em-
-11 ployment of labor, the supply of materials, and
12 the construction, alteration and repair of all
13 public works and buildings, and have the entire
14 care, custody and management of all public
15 works, institutions, buildings and other property,
16 and the direction and control of all the executive
17 and administrative business of said city. They
18 shall be at all times accountable for the proper
19 discharge of their duties to the mayor, as the chief
20 executive officer, whose duty it shall be to secure
21 the honest, efficient and economical conduct of
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22 the entire executive and administrative business
23 of the city, and the harmonious and concerted
2T action of the different departments. Every con-
-25 tract made as aforesaid in which the amount
26 involved exceeds two thousand dollars shall re-
-27 quire the approval of the mayor before going into
28 effect; and no expenditure shall be made nor
29 liability incurred for any purpose beyond the ap-
-30 propriation duly made therefor.

1 Sect. 7. The mayor shall, once a month or
2 oftener, call together the heads of departments
3 for consultation and advice upon the affairs of the
4 city ; and at such meetings and at all times they
5 shall furnish such information as to matters
6 under their control as the mayor may request.

1 Sect. 8. The heads of departments, and all
2 other officers and boards having authority to
3 expend money, shall annually furnish an estimate
4 to the mayor of the money required for their
5 respective departments and offices during the next
6 financial year. The mayor shall examine such
7 estimates, and submit the same with his recom-
-8 mendations thereon to the city council.

1 Sect. 9. When an ordinance, order, resolution
2 or vote of the city council, or of either branch
3 thereof, or of the school committee of said eity,
4 involving the appropriation or expenditure of
5 money, or the raising of a tax, and including
6 separate items or sums, is presented to the mayor
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7 of the city for his approval, he may approve some
8 of the items or sums, and disapprove others; and
9 in case of such disapproval the portion of the

10 ordinance, order, resolution or vote so approved
11 shall he in force, in like manner as if the items
12 or sums disapproved had never been a part
13 thereof; and the mayor shall return a statement
14 of the items or sums disapproved, with his objec-

-15 tions in writing, to the school committee, or to
16 that branch of the city council in which the ordi-
-17 nance, order, resolution or vote originated. The
18 items or sums so disapproved shall not be in
19 force unless passed by the city council or by the
20 school committee, in the manner provided in sec-

-21 tion forty-seven of chapter four hundred and
22 forty-eight of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
-23 dred and fifty-four.

1 Sect. 10. The veto power of the mayor shall
2 apply to all orders, resolutions or votes of the
3 board of aldermen of said city which involve
4 the exercise of any of the powers conferred by
5 law upon the mayor and aldermen, or the board
6 of aldermen as a separate board; but nothing in
7 this section contained shall affect the powers or
8 duties of said board in relation to votes cast at
9 elections. The mayor shall not preside at meet-

-10 ings of said board, nor be a member thereof, nor
11 appoint any of its committees.

1 Sect. 11. The annual salary of the mayor of
2 said city shall be fixed by the city council by
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3 concurrent vote at a sum not less than five
4 thousand dollars, and he shall receive for his
5 services no other compensation or emolument
6 whatever.

1 Sect. 12. Neither the city council nor either
2 branch thereof, nor any member or committee
3 thereof or of either branch thereof, nor the board
4 of aldermen acting in any capacity in which said
5 board may act separately under special powers
6 conferred upon it, nor any member or committee
7 of said board acting in any such capacity, shall
8 directly or indirectly take part in the employment
9 of labor, the making of contracts, the purchase of

10 materials or supplies, the construction, alteration
11 or repair of any public works, buildings or other
12 property, or the care, custody and management of
13 the same, or in the conduct of any of the executive
14 or administrative business of the city, or in the
15 expenditure of public money, except such as may
16 be necessary for the contingent and incidental
IT expenses of the city council or of either branch
18 thereof, nor, except as is otherwise provided in
19 sections one and two, in the appointment or
20 removal of any officers or subordinates for whose
21 appointment and removal provision is hereinbefore
22 made.

1 Sect. 13. All ordinances, rules, orders, reso-
-2 lotions and votes of the city council of said city
3 and of either branch thereof, and of the board of
4 aldermen acting in a special capacity as a separate
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5 board, are annulled so far as they are inconsistent
6 with the provisions of this act; and nothing
7 herein shall atfect the enforcement of the provi-
-8 sions of chapter three hundred and twenty of the
9 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-four,

10 being an act to improve the civil service of the
11 Commonwealth and the cities thereof, or of the
12 rules made by the commissioners appointed there-
-13 under.

House of Repeesentatives, April 22, 1885.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

Edward A. McLaughein,
Clerk.




