
HOUSE .... No. 384.

[Mr. Gove of Boston moves to substitute this Bill for the Bill which is
printed as House, No, 372.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
To establish a Board of Police for the Cities and

Towns of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The governor of the Common-
-2 wealth, with the advice and consent of the conn-
-3 cil, shall appoint from the two principal political
4 parties five citizens of the Commonwealth, who
5 shall have been residents therein live years immc-
-6 diately preceding the date of their appointment,
7 who shall constitute a board of police for said
8 Commonwealth, and who shall be sworn before
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9 entering upon the duties of their office. One
10 member of said board shall be designated by the
11 governor as chairman and three shall constitute
12 a quorum. Their terms of office shall be so

13 arranged and designated at the time of appoint-
-14 ment that the term of one member shall expire
15 on the first Monday of May, eighteen hundred
1G and eighty-eight, one on the first Monday of May,
17 eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, one on the first
18 Monday of May, eighteen hundred and ninety,
19 one on the first Monday of May, eighteen hun-
-20 dred and ninety-one, and one on the first Monday
21 of May, eighteen hundred and ninety-two.
22 The full term of office, after these dates, shall
23 be five years, and all vacancies occurring after
24 the passage of this act shall be filled by the gov-
-25 ernor with the advice and consent of the council.
2G The members of said board may be removed by
27 the governor, with the advice and consent of the
28 council, for such cause as he shall deem suffi-
-29 cient and shall express in the order of removal.
30 The board of police shall appoint a clerk, who
31 shall be sworn, who shall keep a record of all
32 proceedings, issue all notices, and attest all such
33 papers and orders as said board shall direct,
34 whose, term of office shall be five years, but
35 who may be removed by said board for such
36 cause as it shall deem sufficient and shall ex-
-37 press in order of removal.

1 Sect. 2. The board of police shall have au-
-2 thority to appoint and establish and organize the
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3 police of all the cities and towns in said
4 Commonwealth, and make all needful rules
5 and regulations for its efficiency. All the
6 powers now vested in the board of police com-

-7 missioners in said city of Boston, by the statutes
8 of the Commonwealth or by the ordinances, by-
-9 laws, rules and regulations of said city, except as

10 otherwise hereby provided, are hereby conferred
11 upon and vested in said board of police, and all
12 powers now vested in the mayor and boards of
13 aldermen in cities and all powers vested in select-
-14 men of towns, either by statute or by ordinance,
15 by-law, rules and regulations of such cities or
16 towns, shall be vested in said board of police.

1 Sect. 3. The members of the police force in
2 the several cities and towns in this Commonwealth
3 in office when the said board of police are first
4 appointed shall continue to hold their several offices
5 until removed or placed on the retired list by the
6 said board; and the present rules and regulations
7 now in force in the several cities and towns for
8 the government of the police shall continue in
9 force until otherwise ordered by said board of

10 police. All police officers appointed by said
11 board of police hereby created shall have and ex-
-12 ercise within the limits of the several cities and
13 towns all the common law and statutory pow-

-14 ers of constables, except the service of civil
15 process, and shall have all the powers given to
16 the police as watchmen by the statutes of the
17 Commonwealth, the laws relating to said cities or
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18 by any ordinances thereof and the by-laws of
19 towns.

1 Sect. 4. The annual salary of the chairman
2 of said board of police shall be four thousand
3 five hundred dollars, that of the other members
4 four thousand dollars, of the clerk two thousand
5 five hundred dollars, which shall be paid monthly
6 from the treasury of the Commonwealth. Said
7 officers shall not engage in any other business.
8 The board of police, with the approval of the
9 governor and council, shall be provided with

10 such rooms as shall be convenient and suitable
11 for the performance of its duties, the rent of
12 which shall be paid by said Commonwealth. The
13 several cities and towns in this Commonwealth
14 shall provide all such suitable accommodations
15 for the police of these several cities and towns as
16 said board shall require, and all buildings and
17 property used by said police shall be under the
18 control of said board. All expense for the main-
-19 tenance of buildings, the pay of the police, and all
20 incidental expenses incurred in the administra-
-21 tion of the said police shall be paid by the several
22 cities and towns upon the requisition of said
23 board.

1 Sect. 5. Said board of police shall not appoint
2 any larger number of patrolmen than the several
3 cities and towns are now authorized to appoint,
4 except as authorized by such city or town,
5 nor shall the pay of the police be increased or
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6 diminished except by the concurrent action of
7 such city or town and said board of police.

1 Sect. 6. In case of tumult, riot, or violent
2 disturbance of public order, the mayors of
3 cities and the selectmen of towns shall have,
4 as the exigency in their judgment may require,
5 the right to assume control for the time being
6 of the police of such city or town; but before as-
-7 sinning such control he shall issue his proclama-
-8 tion to that effect, and it shall be the duty of the
9 board of police to execute all orders promulgated

10 by him for the suppression of such tumult and
11 the restoration of such order.

1 Sect. 7. The board of police shall make a de-
-2 tailed report of their doings quarterly to the
3 mayors of cities and the selectmen of towns,
4 and annually to the governor of the Common-
-5 wealth, in the month of December. The records
6 of said board of police shall, at all times, be open
7 to the inspection of the governor of the Common-
-8 wealth, the mayors of cities and selectmen of towns
9 or to such persons as may be designated by them.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing herein shall affect the en-
-2 forcemeat of the provisions of chapter three
3 hundred and twenty of the acts of the year eigh-
-4 teen hundred and eighty-four, being an act to
5 improve the civil service of the Commonwealth
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G and the cities thereof, or of the rules made by
7 the commissioners appointed thereunder.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






