
HOUSE .... No. 472.

[New draft of House, No, 441.]

House of Repeesentatives, June 18, 1885.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Bill “to provide for a Board of Arbitration to act in
Industrial Difficulties,” report the same in a new draft here-
with submitted. Owing to the difficulty of getting the full
Committee together, and the impossibility of giving as much
consideration to the matter as its importance demands, the
undersigned was instructed to state in this report that the
Committee make no recommendations as to the disposition
to be made of the bill, but have simply undertaken to put
the same in proper form, and to limit its scope to contro-
versies likely to lead to strikes.

For the Committee,

PRENTISS CUMMINGS.

(Eommomcmitl) of illassadjusetts.
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AN ACT
To provide for a Board of Arbitration to adjust

Controversies in certain cases as to Rates of
Wages.

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
foBmos:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, shall, on or before October
3 first, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, appoint
4 three competent persons to serve as a hoard of
5 arbitration in the manner hereinafter provided.
6 One of said persons shall be appointed for the term
7 of three years, one for the term of two years, and
8 the third for the term of one year, from said first
9 day of October; and thereafter in like manner on

10 or before the first day of October in each year,
11 one person shall be appointed to serve on said
12 board for the term of three years. If a vacancy

(Hommonujcdtl) of iltassadjusctts

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.
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IB happens the governor shall in the same manner
14 appoint a person to serve for the residue of the
15 term, and may in like manner remove any mem-
-16 her of said board. The members of said board
17 shall, before entering upon office, be sworn to the
18 faithful discharge of their duty; and shall organ-
-19 ize by the choice of one of their number as chair-
-20 man and one as clerk of said board, and shall
21 forthwith notify the governor and council of such
22 organization.

1 Sect. 2. In case any controversy shall arise

2 between any person employing fifty or more em-
-8 ployees in the same general branch of business in
4 any city or town as to the proper rate of wages
5 of such employees, and such employer, or more
6 than one-half the number of such employees,
7 shall petition said board to inquire into and ad-
-8 vise respecting such controversy, it shall be the
9 duty of said board, as soon as practicable after

]0 receiving such petition, and after reasonable notice
11 has been given to the parties interested, to hear

12 all such parties and to ascertain, by all reasonable
13 means, the merits of such controversy, and to

14 advise the respective parties what action, if any,
15 in the opinion of the board, ought to be taken to

16 adjust the same; provided, however, that such
17 petition by employees shall contain a promise by
18 the petitioners that they will not engage in or

19 encourage any strike until the board have acted
20 in the premises; and in case any of said petition-
-21 ers engage in any strike during the inquiry by
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22 said board, said board shall thereupon dismiss
23 said petition unless requested by the employer to
24 continue such investigation and report thereon.

1 Sect. 3. Said board shall annually make a

2 report of their doings to the general court, and
3 embody therein a copy of all their decisions
4 during the preceding year.

1 Sect. 4. Each member of said board shall be
2 paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth
3 the sum of five dollars a day for each day’s act-
-4 ual service in the discharge of his duties under
5 this act, and also his reasonable and necessary
G travelling expenses while engaged in such duties;
7 and when necessary, a sum not exceeding five
8 dollars a day shall be paid in like manner for a

9 room for the hearings authorized by this act on
10 vouchers approved by a majority of said board.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


