
HOUSE No. 68.

House of Representatives, Feb. 14, 1883.

The Committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the Mayor of Cambridge, that the wards of said city
may be divided into voting precincts, report the accompany-
ing Bill.

• For the Committee,

JOHN G. MAGUIRE.

Commomoealtl) of iitassadjusctts.
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In the Tear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

AN ACT
To establish Voting Precincts in the City of Cam-

bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. On or before the first day of Sep-
-2 tember in the current year each ward of the city
3 of Cambridge shall be divided by the mayor and
4 aldermen of said city into such number of voting
5 precincts, not exceeding four in each ward, as the
6 mayor and aldermen shall deem expedient, each
7 precinct to consist of compact and contiguous
8 territory within said ward, and to be designated
9 by a number. In the year eighteen hundred and

10 eighty-seven, as soon as practicable after the divis-
-11 ion of the city into new wards as now provided
12 by law, and every fifth year thereafter, the said
13 wards in like manner shall be divided into voting
14 precincts.

€ommonroealti) of Massachusetts.
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1 Sect. 2. In each precinct there shall be chosen
2 at the annual city election, except in the current
3 year, the following officers, namely: one warden >

■4 one clerk and two inspectors, who shall reside in
5 the precinct, and shall act only while thus residing.
6 Each officer shall be sworn to the faithful discharge
7 of his duty, and shall hold office, except as above
8 provided, for one year from the first day of January
9 following the time of his election. In case of a

10 vacancy in the office of warden, clerk or inspector,
11 on the day of any election, or the absence of such
12 officer, such vacancy shall be filled pro tempore
13 by the voters of the precinct by nomination and
14 hand vote.

1 Sect. 3. The terms of office of all ward offi-
-2 cers heretofore chosen shall expire on the day
3 before the next annual state election, and the
4 mayor and aldermen shall, previous to that date,
5 appoint from the legal voters in each precinct,
6 one warden, one clerk and two inspectors from
7 each precinct, who shall officiate on the day
8 of such state election, and shall hold office
9 only during that election. At such state elec-

-10 tion there shall be chosen a warden, clerk and
11 two inspectors, who shall hold office until their
12 successors are chosen as provided in the foregoing
13 section, and in every year in which a new division
14 of wards into voting precincts is made, as herein
15 before provided, the terms of ollice of the election
16 officers then holding office shall expire before the
17 next annual state election, and the same proceed-
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18 ings shall be had in the appointment and election
19 of officers for the new precincts, as are herein pro-
-20 vided for the precincts established in the current
21 year.

1 Sect. 4. The election officers of each precinct
2 shall receive, sort and count the ballots cast at any
3 election, and make returns in the manner provided
4 by law to the city clerk of the results of such
5 election and of the number of votes cast for each
6 officer. When an election is held in any precinct
7 for a warden, clerk or inspector, the officer pre-
-8 siding at such election shall send a certificate of
9 election to the persons chosen.

1 Sect. 5. The mayor and aldermen shall, thirty
2 days before the day of each election, designate and
3 appoint the polling place in each of the voting
4 precincts in the city, and procure the same for
5 such purpose, and cause it to be fitted up and
6 prepared therefor. Such place shall be in the
7 most public, orderly and convenient portion of
8 the district; and no building or part of a building
9 shall be so designated or used in which, or in any

10 part of which, intoxicating liquor is sold or has
11 been sold within thirty days next preceding the

12 day of election.

1 Sect. 6. The mayor and aldermen shall make,
2 print and post in at least one public place in each
3 voting precinct, within the time required by law,

4 lists of voters arranged by voting precincts.
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1 Sect. 7. After election the ballots and voting
2 lists shall be sealed up and transmitted to the city
3 clerk, and preserved in the manner required by
4 law.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall be void unless accepted
2 by the city council of said Cambridge within sixty
3 days of its passage.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








