
HOUSE No. 334.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR RELATIVE
TO AN APPROPRIATION FOR CARRYING ON THE STATE
ALMSHOUSE AT TEWKSBURY.

Executive Department,

Boston, April 80, 1883

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives :

I have the honor to call the attention of the leaisla-
ture to a fact brought to my attention, if I had no other
means of knowing it, by the State Board of Health,
Lunacy and Charity, that the appropriation for carrying
on the State almshouse for the year ending Dec. 31, 1882,
was nearly all expended before that date.

From considerations of public duty I have ordered that
Board to assume the duties of the trustees of that institu-
tion, which direction, after some delay, I am informed by
a vote of the Board they have determined to obey. They
inform me that in part their hesitancy so to do was
because of the want of appropriations to meet the expen-
diture, being apparently in dread that they might be
personally responsible therefor. 1 have assured the
Board that until proper time for legislative or other
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action in this behalf, I will personally see to it that the
money shall be forthcoming for the future use of that
institution.

There can be no fear that Massachusetts will suffer any
person to go unclothed and unfed for want of appro-
priation of money for that purpose, if it is her duty to
see to his sustenance. Such has been her history. Most
ample, nay, lavish appropriations for all charitable and
educational purposes have characterized her legislation,
and been sustained by her people. And this remark is
equally true of our Commonwealth as to every object
proper for State appropriations; and if there has been
mischance to any person in this behalf it has not been her
fault, but her misfortune in having unworthy servants.

I take leave further to say that while heretofore I have
informed the legislature that very large reductions, in
my judgment, can be made in the expenditures of that in-
stitution, yet the legislature will take into consideration
that the same course of lavish and unnecessary expendi-
ture to which I have heretofore called attention, has been
going on for one-third of the present fiscal year. A sum
considerably in excess of $90,000 was appropriated and
spent for the expenses of last year) yet I still have no
doubt that with proper supervision and administra-
tion seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) would have
been ample for the expenses of the State almshouse for
the present fiscal year, —assuming the same number
of inmates as in the last; and that two-thirds of that sum
would now complete the fiscal year. lam so strongly of
that opinion that if the legislature will make such an
appropriation, and pul the expenditure and care within the
control of the Executive, and the auditing of the bills
with the Council, I would not shrink from undertaking
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the labor imposed by such a duty. If at the end of the

year it turns out that it cannot be done it will be the best
answer to any suspicion of extravagant expenditure in the
past. If it can be done, then it will be easy for anybody
to follow the example. If such a course is desirable it
can be easily reached by a single sentence attached to the
appropriation bill authorizing and directing such control
of the expenditure as above suggested.

BENJ. F. BUTLER.




