
HOUSE No. 363.

House of Representatives, May 24, 1883.

The special committee appointed with instructions to in-
quire into the facts relative to the alleged invalidity of the
veto by His Excellency the Governor, of the Act to incor-
porate the Union Safe Deposit Vaults, and report to the
House such facts as may he material, having made inquiry,
report the facts in relation thereto to be as follows, and sub-
mit the evidence received by the committee.

The Bill entitled “ An Act to incorporate the Union Safe
Deposit Vaults ” having been duly passed by both branches
of the legislature, was laid before His Excellency the Gov-
ernor for his revisal on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 1883. On
Friday, EVh. 23, 1883, His Excellency informed Elis Honor
the Lieutenant Governor that he was writing a veto of said
Act, and was going away on the evening of said Friday;
and on said evening or on the following day His Excellency
departed from the Commonwealth and was continuously
absent therefrom during the whole of Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday, being the 25th, 26th and 27th days of February,
1883, and until on or about the 2d day ot March, 1883.

The private secretary of His Excellency, who usually
transmits to the House the messages of the governor, on
said Friday, February 23, after the adjournment of the
House for the day, told the executive clerk of the governor
and of the governor and council that as he (the private sec-
retary) was to be absent, it would devolve upon him (the

Commomucnltt) of itlassadnißclte.
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executive clerk) to take the message vetoing said Act into
the House on the following Monday. The executive clerk
on the afternoon of said Monday, February 26, without
further or other direction from any one, obtained in one of
the rooms of the executive department, from a clerk who is
employed as stenographer for His Excellency, the said Act
and the message of His Excellency now in possession of the
House, which message is dated Feb. 26, 1883, is signed by
His Excellency, and contains his objections to said Act, and
straightway took said Act and said message into the House,
the branch in which the said Act originated; but said Act
and said message had not previous to said time been put
into the hands or possession of the executive clerk.

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, believing from in-
formation he received that the governor was absent from the
Commonwealth during the period from February 23 to
March 2, 1883, assumed the duties of governor and acted as
such during such absence, and was present in the executive
chamber on said Monday, February 26, prepared to per-
form any such duties; and in the period before mentioned
signed “as acting governor in the absence of the governor
from the Commonwealth” two Acts, namely: on Feb. 27,
1883, “ An Act in further addition to an Act making appro-
priations for the maintenance of the government during the
present year ;

” and on March 1, 1883, “ An Act making ad-
ditional appropriations for certain expenses authorized in the
year eighteen hundred and eighty-two.” His Honor gave
no directions regarding the return of the Act to incorporate
the Union Safe Deposit Vaults aforesaid, or regarding the
message accompanying such return, and had nothing to do
with either such return or message, and did not know that
such message was sent to the House until after it was so
sent.

Inasmuch as it appears by the minority report of the
Judiciary Committee, which was “requested to investigate
the facts relative to the alleged invalidity of the veto of His
Excellency the Governor of the bill to incorporate the
Union Safe Deposit Vaults [House Doc., No. 287], that
His Excellency the Governor, when waited upon, respectfully
declined to furnish the committee any information relating
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to the subject,” and as the present committee was appointed
upon the suggestion and recommendation made in said
report, “that there are other proper and trustworthy
sources from which all the material facts can be gained ”

;

and, inasmuch as both the private secretary and the steno-
graphic clerk of His Excellency declined, upon request of
the committee, the former from direct instructions of His
Excellency, because of their confidential relations with His
Excellency, to furnish any information to the committee
upon the matter relative to which the committee were in-
structed by the House to inquire, it did not seem proper to
repeat a request upon His Excellency for information which
he had once declined, through another committee, to give to
the House.

HENRY H. SPRAGUE.
EDWIN N. HILL.
B. W. POTTER.
ARTHUR F. MEANS.
L. W. HOWES.
HARRIS C. HARTWELL.
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The undersigned members of the committee desire to
submit the reasons which have governed them in withholding
their signatures from the report of the majority :

It is undisputed that the Governor wrote and transmitted
the message to the House as his veto. The records of the
Senate and House, respectively, show that it was received
within the limit of time prescribed by the constitution.
Compliance has been made with every formal requirement.
The Governor has never disavowed it as his veto, and, it
may plainly be inferred, still claims it to be such.

Now the order under which your committee was appointed,
directing it to ascertain and report such facts as were
material, has been construed by a majority of the commit-
tee as authorizing it to make inquiry into the personal where-
abouts of the Governor at various times, with a view to

showing that, by reason of his absence from the Common-
wealth, he had no right to act as Governor at the time when
the veto message was received.

A minority of the committee, believing that if the Gover-
nor, when in the Commonwealth, wrote and ordered to be
transmitted to the House the veto message, that it would be
a valid veto, regard the inquiry of the committee as to his
whereabouts, at any time after it was written and ordered to

be transmitted (Friday, February 23), as entirely imma-
terial.

It is objectionable on other grounds. The inquiry is
whether Governor Butler or Lieutenant-Governor Ames was
the acting Governor at the time when this message was re-
ceived by the House. If the proposition be true, that the

time when a governor vetoes a bill is the time when his

VIEWS OF THE MINORITY
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message is received by the House, then the Governor, by
assuming to exercise one of the prerogatives of his office,
and the Lieutenant-Governor, by his statement appended to
the committee’s report, both claim to have been the acting
Governor on the 26th day of February last. The minority
of your committee have not found in the constitution any au-
thority delegated to the House, or its committee, to sit as a
tribunal which shall pass upon and determine the respective
claims of two or more persons to occupy the gubernatorial
chair of this Commonwealth at the same time.

Suppose the statement of facts reported by the majority
to be adopted by the House, and that the House there-
upon decides to transmit the bill to the secretary of the
Commonwealth, as a valid law; or suppose the House, from
abundance of caution, requires the opinion of the justices of
the supreme judicial court upon the facts therein set
forth, and the court gives an opinion upon those facts, and
the House thereupon transmits the bill to the secretary.
In either case the responsibility of the House is the same ;

no part of that responsibility can be shifted upon the court;
for the court, if it answers at all, will give an opinion merely,
that upon the facts presented to it, such and such legal con-
sequences follow. It is the House, by assuming to investi-
gate and declare what those facts are, which will take upon
itself the entire responsibility. It will have attempted to
determine, as has been pointed out, in a manner novel and
foreign to the constitution, that upon the theory of law
adopted in pursuing this investigation either the Governor
or the Lieutenant-Governor has possibly rendered himself
liable to the penalties provided for assuming to act in viola-
tion of constitutional provisions.

The minority of your committee, believing that every fact
which is necessary to be known in order to enable the House
to act rightfully in this matter, may be found in its record
and upon its files, respectfully report that they have made
the inquiry directed by the House, and have found no
material facts, save those already in possession of the
House.

Where, however, an agreement of all parties interested
can be made, it is frequently possible to accomplish in that
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way what, otherwise, it would be unlawful for either to
attempt. A minority of your committee, therefore, desired
that an opportunity should be afforded to the Governor (as
well as to the Lieutenant-Governor) to make such statement
as he might desire relative to the subject-matter of the order
under which the committee acted. In this endeavor, the
minority were unsuccessful.

But assuming the views to be erroneous which have been
hitherto expressed, and that the committee were fully au-
thorized to pursue the investigation, it then became, in
effect, a judicial proceeding. The committee sat to receive
evidence, to examine witnesses, to weigh testimony, to estab-
lish facts, and those facts intended to be used as the basis
of a possible opinion of the supreme judicial court. It
seemed to a minority that in this proceeding, as in every
other where facts are to be established as the basis of a judg-
ment or opinion of a court, the ordinary rules of evidence,
common to all English-speaking countries should be applied
and should govern. It will not be claimed that this view
was not seasonably urged upon the committee. The differ-
ence between this proceeding and ordinary legislative hear-
ings will readily be observed ; their functions are not judi-
cial ; the Constitution absolutely prohibits their so being;
but the functions of this committee ’(waiving now any ques-
tion of the Constitution) are, in effect, by whatever other
name they may be designated, purely judicial. We are to
pass upon no question of expediency, to make no estimate,
report no bill; we are simply to ascertain and report facts,
and facts concerning the performance of its duty by a co-
ordinate branch of this government. The minority cannot
feel that they were seriously in error in claiming that upon
an inquiry of such grave importance, the salutary rules
which regulate the admission of testimony in every court of
this Commonwealth should not be disregarded.

If, in the judgment of the House, such rules should be
applied, and it should not see fit to lay before the supreme
judicial court a statement of facts based upon ex parte affi-
davits, hearsay and irrelevant testimony, an analysis of the
evidence will, it is submitted, show the following facts and
only these, as the result of your committee’s labors, in ascer-
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taining any absence of the Governor from the Common-
wealth.

Ist. From a few minutes before 12 o’clock, on Saturday
evening, Feb. 24, to 10 minutes past 8 o’clock on Sunday
morning, Feb. 25, the Governor was travelling from Jersey
City, N. J., to Washington, D. C., and arrived there.

2d. At 3 o’clock, or a little later, on the afternoon of
Tuesday, Feb. 27, the Governor was at the capitol in Wash-
ington, D. C.

The minority of the committee would admit that the state-
ment of facts contained in the report of the majority, is a
fair abstract of the evidence taken by the committee, if the
whole of that evidence was competent to be received.

As to the whereabouts of the Governor during the thirty
hours immediately preceding the receipt of the message by
the House, or during the twenty-live hours immediately
subsequent to that time, the minority are compelled to say
that no evidence has been submitted to the committee which
in their judgment would be received by any tribunal in this
Commonwealth, as having any tendency to prove any fact
whatsoever.

JOHN I. BAKER.
CHAS. A, MACKINTOSH.

Ihe undersigned concurs in the general views set forth in
the report ot the minority, but does not regard it as impera-
tive, for the purposes of this investigation, to adhere rigidly
to the strict rules ot law in the admission of evidence.
Clearly some portion of it would be incompetent in a courtot law, yet it also seemed clear that on the whole testimony
the majority were warranted in their findings on their ques-
tions of fact.

It is also apparent, if the views of the minority are correct
respecting the time when the Governor sent his message to
the House, that the question as to his absence from the Com-
monwealth on February 26, becomes in this case immaterial,
but as the majority of the House regarded this fact as im-
portant, it was plainly the duty of this committee to report
on this part of the case.

CHAS. S. LINCOLN.
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Boston, Majr 8, 1883.

John B. Wright (sworn).
In order to save time, gentlemen, I may say that 1 shall refuse

to testify on the ground that my relations to the Governor are con-
fidential, and will not permit me.

Q. (By the Chairman.) What are your duties? A. My
duties are confidential. I do shorthand work for him, shorthand
work in matters relating to the State. I shall not testify further.
lam recognized by the Governor and by the Council. I was recog-
nized by the Governor because of the need of another stenographer
on account of the press of business. I was appointed by the
Governor to do confidential work. The Governor asked the coun-
cil for a confidential stenographer. I have reason to believe, not
knowing of my own knowledge, that I am there with the consent of
the council. I draw my salary out of the executive contingent
fund.

Q. (By Mr. Hartwell.) Whether you are refusing to testify
under instructions from any member of the council, or the Gover-
nor or any' other person? A. 1 am simply, 1 consider my
position confidential. My position is such that I know a great
deal about the Governor, and have no right to answer.

[Question repeated.]
A. lam doing it because my relations are confidential.
Q. (By Mr. Lincoln.) I understand you to say that you are

the stenographer of the Governor, and became acquainted with
many things that you consider that you have no right to tell? A.
Yes, sir.

[Mr. Hartwell’s question repeated, objected to and admitted.
Witness declines to make further answer.]

Q. (By Mr. Hartwell.) Have you not stated to members of
the House the facts relating to the veto of the act to incorporate
the Union Safe Deposit Vaults? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Did you write the veto message which was sent to the
House Feb. 2G, 1883, and if so, when did you write it? A. I
decline to answer.
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Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Did you put the date placed on the
message? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Did you not so state to me in the presence of the lieuten-
ant-governor? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Whether or not the absence of the Governor from the State
a whole or a part of the time from Feb. 23 to March 2 is one of
the confidential matters which you decline to communicate to the
committee ?

[Mr. Baker objects. Question waived.]
Q. (By the Chairman.) Can you state whether or not the

governor was absent from the Commonwealth a part or the whole
of the time from Feb. 23 to March 2, 1883? A. That presup-
poses that I have knowledge of the governor’s whereabouts, and I
decline to make further answer.

Q. Whether or not the Governor was at the State House a part,
or all the time from Feb. 23. to March 2, 1883? A. I decline to
answer.

[Mr. Howes now renews his question. Mr. Baker still objects.
Question admitted. Witness declines to answer.]

Q. (By the Chairman.) Where were }'ou from Feb. 23, 1883,
to March 2, 1883, and were you, daring any or all those days
within that period in attendance at the Executive Chamber ; if not,
state where you were during that period. A. I was at the Ex-
ecutive Chamber.

Q. Did you see the Governor there at any time during the time
mentioned? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Did you receive the veto at any time? A. 1 shall have to
decline to answer every question as to my actions and movements
between the dates mentioned, and as to everything connected with
the Executive Chamber, or on any other day or any other dates.

Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) Whether the witness is willing to
answer questions concerning his individual movements or actions,
apart from their connection with the Executive Department? A.
I thought my previous answer covered all that. My objections
wholly lie to any acts of mine in so far as they relate directly or
indirectly to the Executive Department.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Did you send said message to the Gov-
ernor at Washington or New York between Friday, Feb. 23, and
Monday, Feb. 26 ; if so, when? A. 1 decline to answer.

Q. (By Mi-. Means.) Between the dates of Feb. 23, and
March 2, 1883, did you personally know of Benjamin F. Butler’s
presence within the boundaries of Massachusetts ; if so, when and
where, and for how long? A. I decline to answer.
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[Witness was asked -by the chairman as to the handwriting of the
message, and declined to answer ]

Q. (By Mr. Hartwell.) Do you regard the fact that you have
not been regularly summoned to appear before the committee as
an excuse for not answering the questions put to you by the
committee? A. No, sir; I came here to tell honestly all lean
with all respect to the gentlemen comprising the committee.

[Adjourned.]

Boston, 'May 9, 1883. ‘

Thomas E. Major {sworn).
Q. (By the Chairman.) What is your name? A. T. E.

Major.
Q. Where were you on Friday, Feb. 23, 1883? A. I should

have to consult my memoranda. I have no memory of it; 1 have
■not such memoranda here, and 1 should decline to answer any
question as to any acts which should be construed as bearing upon
any act of mine in the Executive Department, and if it is a question
relating to my personal movements, I decline to answer, as it is
rrot competent for the committee to investigate my personal move-
ments under the order of the House.

Mr. Howes. I should like to have the witness instructed that
he is to give responsive answers, and not pass upon the compe-
tency of the question.

[The Chairman instructed the witness to answer, or decline to
answer.]

Q. Will you consult your memoranda? A. I decline to do
so.

Q. Will you obtain your memoranda for the purpose of refresh-
ing your recollection, and not for the use of the committee? A.
I decline to answer, because the memoranda is a part of the ollieial
record. T have no objections to consulting the memoranda. I
decline to produce the memoranda, and I should decline to answer
after consulting the memoranda, because the memoranda which I
should consult are a part of the official record of the Executive De-
partment.

Q. Where were you on the other days from Friday, Feb. 23,
until March 2, 1883? A. I decline to an swer any questions re-
lating to m3 7 personal whereabouts.
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Q. Where were you in this period outside of your official du-
ties? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Or within the time of your official duties? A. I decline to
answer.

Q. What position do you occupy? A. Private Secretary of
His Excellency the Governor.

Q, (By Mr. Howes.) Are you paid by the State? A. I
have received compensation from the State for my duties to the
State.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Did you see His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, Feb. 23, 1883? A. I presume I did. I see him about
every day ofmy life.

Q. Where did you see him ? A. 1 decline to answer, as I
have testified merely generally that 1 generally see him every day.

Q. Did you see His Excellency on the other days of that period
from Feb. 23 to March 2, 1883? A. I decline to answer.

Q. Were you in New York at anytime during that period?
A. I decline to answer.

Q. Were you in Washington at any time during that period?
A. I decline to answer.

Q. Did you see His Excellency Governor Butler at any time
during that period outside of the Commonwealth ofMassachusetts ;

if so, where? A. I decline to answer.
Q. Did 3rou see a writing purporting to be a veto message of

the act to incorporate the Union,Safe Deposit Vaults? A. I
decline to answer, on the ground that 1 occupy a confidential posi-
tion of private secretary to His Excellency, and shall not answer
any questions in regard to the business of the Executive Depart-
ment, or give any information in regard to what I see there, with-
out the direction of His Excellency the Governor ; m3' duties being
wholly directory', not being defined by the statute except as to
privacy, and this under direction of His Pixcellency.

Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) Do you mean by your last answer
to say that you decline to answer by the direction of the Governor?
A. I do. As I perform all duties in the Executive Department
under the direction of His Excellency, and being informed that 1
should be inquired of in relation to matters pertaining to the busi-
ness of that department, as was my custom, 1 took Ins directions
upon that subject.

Q. (By Mr. Haktwei.i,.) Have you received express instruc-
tions from His Excellency as to your declining to answer questions
put to you at this hearing? A. I have received instructions from
His Excellency to decline to answer any questions in relation to
the business of the Executive Department, before this committee,
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Q. (By Mr. Means.) Have you received instructions from
His Excellency to answer no questions as to j'our acts or knowl-
edge of acts outside of the Executive Department? A. I decline
to answer, for the reason that it is inquiring into the instructions of
His Excellency outside of the matters concerning which I was by
him directed to communicate his instructions to me, to the com-
mittee.

Q. (By Mr. Hartwell.) Have you received any instructions
from His Excellency not to consider any question put to you at
this hearing as to your personal whereabouts during the period
from Feb. 23, 1883, to March 2, 1883? A. I decline to answer
any question as to the directions of His Excellency, except as be-
fore stated.

Q. (By T Mr. Howes.) Please state all knowledge you have as
to where the Governor was, from Feb. 23 to March 2, 1883,
exclusive of those dates, and especially what knowledge you have
as to where he was on the 25th, 26th and 27th of February, 1883 ;

also state all knowledge you have as to whether he -was within this
State or absent from it at those times, and if absent from the
State, where he was at any or all those dates ; give full particu-
lars. A. I decline to answer for two reasons : first, because it
assumes an absence of His Excellency from the State, and second,
because I do not think it is in the scope of the committee to
inquire as to my personal whereabouts.

Q. Do you accompany the Governor when he is absent from
this State ; if so, did you accompany him when absent from this
State at any time during February last: if so, when ; state all the
occasions, if any, in that month? A. I decline to answer the
question.

Q. (Br Mr. Means.) Do you have any other occupation than
your official duties for the State ; if so, state what it is and for
whom? A. I decline to answer.

[Mr. Hill objects. Question answered.]
Q. Do you receive any salary for employment beyond that paid

to you by this Commonwealth ; if so, what, from whom and for
what? A. I decline to answer.

Q. During the whole or what portion of the time between Feb.
23 and March 2 were you at the State House performing official
duties? A. 1 decline to answer.

Q. During that time did you regard yourself in any way under
the direction of the Hon. Oliver Ames?

[Mr. Baker and Mr. Mackintosh object. Question admitted.]
A. 1 decline to answer.
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Q. During this period were you,at any time serving in any pri-
vate capacity to Benjamin F. Butler? A. I decline to answer.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Do 3'ou consider it a fact to be kept
secret from the Legislature of this State as to when the (lover-
nor is absent from the State ?

[Mr. Baker and Mr. Mackintosh object. Question admitted.]
A. I decline to give the committee the benefit of my considera-

tion of that subject.

[Adjourned.]

Boston, May 11, 1883.

Edward F. Hamlin (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairman.) What is your full name and what

is your position ? A. Edward F. Hamlin ; executive clerk.
Q. Did you take the act to incorporate the Union Safe Deposit

Vaults, and a message, into the House Monday, Feb. 26? A. I
did.

Q. Where did you get them? A. 1 received them from Mr.
John B. Wright.

Q. And when?. A. Monday afternoon, Feb. 26, f received
both of them.

Q- At what time? A. A little past two.
Q. Who told you to take them into the House? A. Mr.

Major, the Governor’s private secretary.
Q. When did he tell you to? A. On Friday, the 23d.
Q. Was anything put into your hands at that time? A. There

was not.
Q. Did you have any other directions about taking the veto to

the House? A. Not that I remember. Mr. Major said on
Friday that he should be absent on Monday, and as the legislature
had adjourned, it would devolve on me to transmit the message to
the House on Monday.

Q- Did you receive any instructions from Ills Excellency
Governor Butler in regard to this? A. 1 did not; not a word.

Q. Did you receive any instructions from Lieutenant-Governor
Ames in regard to taking the message and the act to the House?
A. ! did not.

Q. Were you at the Executive Department at the State House
on Friday, Februarv 23? A. I was.
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Q. And were you present on each subsequent day until Friday,
March 2? A. I was.

Q. Did you see His Excellency Governor Butler on Friday, the
23d, and where? A. I did on Friday, the 23d, at the Executive
Chamber; he was there all day.

Q. Until what time in the day? A. I think he was there
until the office closed at 5 o’clock ; I think I left him at the office.

Q. Did you see him after the close of the office on that day?
A. I did not.

Q. Did you see him on the next day? A. I did not.
[Mr. Mackintosh objects, and admitted.]
Q. What was the next day that you did see him? A. lam

not certain ; lam unable to state how many days he was away. I
should think he was away in the neighborhood of four or five days.

Q. Was he present on Monday, February 26? A. He was
not.

Q. Did you see his His Honor Lieutenant-Governor Ames in the
Executive Chamber, Monday, February 26? A. I did.

Q. Did you see the Lieutenant-Governor the next day, Tues-
day? A. I did.

Q. Was the Lieutenant-Governor in the Executive Chamber on
Wednesday? A. He was present a portion of the day on every
day that the Governor was absent, except Saturday, February 24,

on each business day.
Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Major’s handwriting? A.

1 am.

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Wright’s handwriting? A.
1 am not positive about that.

Q. What do you mean by saying that you are not positive
about it? A. lam not so well acquainted with Mr. Wright’s
handwriting as with Mr. Major’s.

Q. (By Mr. Hartwell.) Have you seen Mr. John B. Wright
write at any time? A. 1 have seen him engaged at his desk
writing ; I didn’t look at his writing.

Q. Did you look at the handwriting of Mr. Wright at any such
time, and how often have you so looked at his handwriting? A.
I have seen documents in the office which I supposed were en-
dorsed by him.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Mr. Hamlin, will you look at the
handwriting of this message? [Showing message.] Do you
know the handwriting? A. It bears a resemblance to Mr.
Wright’s handwriting. I wouldn’t swear that it is his handwrit-
ing, but it has a resemblance.

O, Did you look at the last page? A. 1 did,
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Q. In whose handwriting is the last page of the message ?

A. My impression is that it is Mr. Major’s handwriting.
Q. Have you any doubt about it? A. No, I think not.
Q. Are the other pages of the message in Mr. Major’s hand-

writing? A. I should say not. It bears no resemblance to his
handwriting.

Q. You said you saw Mr. Major in the executive chamber on
February 23, Friday? A. 1 did.

Q. Did you see Mr. Major subsequently during the absence of
His Excellency Governor Butler? A. I did not.

Q. Did you see Mr. Wright during the dai’S of the absence of
His Excellency Governor Butler? A. I did.

Q. Each day ? A. Each day.
Q. Where? A. At the Executive Chamber.
Q. Were you present substantially all the time during the

Governor’s absence? A. I was present every day during office
hours.

Q. What are the office hours? A. From 9 till 5.
Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Please state all knowledge you have,

if any, as to Governor Butler being absent from Massachusetts
from February 23 to March 2, 1883, or any part of that time,
especially February 25, 26 and 27, 1883? [Mr. Mackintosh
objects.] A. All 1 can say is that he was absent from the State
House. I qualify that by saying that lie was absent from the
Executive Chamber.

Q. Please state what knowledge you have, if any, of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor filling the executive chair during that period, or
any part of it, especially Feb. 26, 1883? [Mr. Mackintosh ob-
jects.] A. Lieutenant-Governor Ames was present Monday
afternoon, February 26. [Question repeated.] A. As I said
before, he was present every day except on Saturday.

[Adjourned.]
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Boston, May 15, 1883.

The Committee met at 9.30 a.m. Mr. Sprague in the chair.

Nathan Morse (sworn).
Q (By the Chairman.) Mr. Morse, will you tell the committee

whether or not you saw His Excellency Governor Butler at any
time during the period from February 23 until March 2, 1883?
A. I met Gov. Butler in the sleeping-car at Jersey City on Sat-
urday evening the 24th of February, and half or three-quarters of
an hour afterwards he retired, and so did I. Sunday morning the
25th ofFebruary I saw him, he left the depot in front of me and
took a carriage at the sidewalk of the depot in Washington.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Where? A. Washington.
Q. What time did you say? A. About 8 o’clock Sunday

morning.
Q. (By the Chairman.) At about 8 o’clock on Sunday morn-

ing? A. Yes, Sunday morning.
Q. Did you have any conversation with him? A. Yes. 1

had conversation with him Saturday night, or I don’tknow whether
it was before or after 12 o’clock ; I don’t think we left Jersey City
until half-past 12. I conversed with him a half or three-quarters of
an hour in the car.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Where? A. In the car.
Q. Where? A. Before and after the car started.
Q. Yes, but where, what part of the country? A. After the

ear left Jersey City for Washington.
Q. When did you last see him during this period? A. I last

saw him at ten minutes past 8 o’clock Sunday morning on the side-
walk at the depot in Washington.

Q. This Saturday night that you speak of was Saturday night
February 24? A. February 24. 1 leftBoston at half-past 4.

Q. And the Sunday was the next day, the 25th? A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the last that you saw of him was about 8 o’clock Sun-
day morning? A. About ten minutes or quarter past 8 Sunday
morning, on the sidewalk, going towards a carriage.



1883.] HOUSE Kb. 363. 17

Q. (By the Chairman.) Do you know Mr. Major, the private
secretary of the Governor? A. Yes; very well.

Q. Was he with him? A. He was not; I didn’t see him. He
wasn’t the gentleman that accompanied him from the depot to the
sidewalk ; it was a stranger to me ; I know Mr. Major very well.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Do you know where the Governor went?
A. No ; Ido not.

Q. Did he say where he was going? A. He did not.
Q. Did he say in your hearing how long he was going to stay?

A. Nothing of the kind said ; the subject wasn’t mentioned.
The Chairman. The next matter lam going to present to the

committee is a statement made by Green B. Baum, which is stvorn
to before a notary public, which I will read.

[Objected to by Mr. Mackintosh, and objection voted down.]
[The Chairman then read the affidavit.]

District of.Columbia,
Washington, D. C.

Before the undersigned notary public in and for said District of Co-
lumbia, came Green B. Baum, who, being duly sworn according to law,
deposeth and says that, on the 26th day of February, A. D. 1883, he was
commissioner of internal revenue, with his office in Room No 114,-
Treasury Building, Washington, D. C.; that on said day, and also on
the 27th day of February, A. I) 1883, Hon. Benjamin F. Butler, gover-
nor of Massachusetts, visited said office upon official business connected
with the internal revenue service, and remained each day something like
one hour. On the 26th day of February the Governor entered the office,
according to my best recollection, about the hour of 11 o’clock, a. m.

This affidavit is made at the request of a committee of the House ot
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Green B. Raum.

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this eleventh day of May, A. D.
1883. A. S. Taylor, Notary Public [l. s.]

William E. Barrett (sworn).
Q. (By the Chairman.) Your full name, Mr. Barrett? A.

William E. Barrett.
Q. I will ask your residence ? A. My place of business is in

Washington.
Q. You live in Washington, D. C.? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where is your home? A. My home is in Melrose, Mass.
Q. Did you see His Excellency, Gov. Butler, on any day dur-

ing thp period from Feb. 23 to March 2, 1883? A. J saw him
on the 27th of February.
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Q. Where did you see him? A. At the capital, in Washing-
ton.

Q. At what time did you see him? A. I should say be-
tween two and three in the afternoon ; possibly it was after 3, but
very nearly 3 o’clock.

Q. Do you know Mr. Green B. Raum of Washington? A. I
do.

Q. Will you look at this. Did you see him write that affida-
vit? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see him sign it? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see him swear to it ? A. I heard him swear to it;

yes, sir.
Q. Is the affidavit in the handwriting of Mr. Raum himself?

A. Yes, sir; 1 saw him write it.
Q. Have you seen any letter signed by Gov. Butler, in which

reference is made to his whereabouts on or about Feb. 26, 1883?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where is the letter? A. It is on file in one of the divi-
sions of the Internal Revenue Bureau at Washington.

Q. You are not connected with the Department? A. Oh,
no, sir.

Q. (By Mr. Potter.) What is your business there? A.
Correspondent of the Daily Advertiser.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Will you state what is said in this
letter as to the whereabouts of Gov. Butler on or about Feb. 26,
1883?

[Objected to by Mr. Mackintosh.]
Q. Do you know the handw Triting of Gov. Butler?- A.. His

letter is not in his handwriting ; it is signed by him. I have seen
his signature. I never have seen him write it. I have seen his
signature before, and the letter was received from General Butler,
according to the records of the office. I don’t know that he wrote
the signature, but I have seen what purported to be his handwriting.

Q. (By Mr. Lincoln.) That is, you saw what purported to
be a letter from Gov. Butler? A. Yes, sir.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Do you know the date of it ? A. Bos-
ton, March 5.

Q. 1883? A. Yes, sir.

Q. When filed there? A. I couldn’t state that.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Will you state what was said in this

letter as to his whereabouts on or about Feb. 26, 1883?
[Objected to by Mr. Mackintosh.]
Q. (By Mr. Howes.) You say that letter that you saw is on

file. What file at Washington? In what office, I mean? A. I
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didn’t see it on file, but it was brought in by a clerk at the direc-
tion of Deputy Commissioner Rogers.

Q. Where did you understand it was liled ? In what depart-
ment? A. It was filed in the Internal Revenue Bureau of the
treasury department.

Q. In the Internal Revenue Bureau of the treasury department?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And retained there? What I mean, is it filed there to be
kept there? A. Iso understand.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Will jmu state what is said in this
letter as to the whereabouts of His Excellency Gov. Butler, on or
about Feb. 26,1883 ? [To this Mr. Mackintosh objects.] A. The
letter is a very long one ; of course I cannot remember the exact
phraseology of it, but it has reference to some interviews which
Gen. Butler had with Gen. Baum, and in which Gen. Butler seems
to intimate that there has been some forgetfulness of Gen. Baum
about an agreement which they entered into, in regard to the com-
promise of that whiskey case in New York in which I understand
Gen. Butler was counsel for these men who were indicted for some
crime against the Internal Revenue law, and in that letter he
speaks of two interviews he had with Gen. Raum in regard to that
matter. And then he goes on and says “the next day” or “ the
next time I called,” and then he tells what was done the next time
he called, and says, “ You will remember this was last Wednes-
day.” Then he goes on to say that the trial took place, or the
hearing took place, in New York on Thursday, and he arrived
home on Friday, and Friday would be March 2, and the letter
was written on March 5.

Q. He speaks of being in Washington on Wednesday? A.
He speaks of two interviews, and then he speaks of the third
interview, at which the agreement, which he speaks of, was con-
summated, and says, “ This you will remember was last Wednes-
day.”

Q. These interviews on successive days? A. He doesn’t say
that they were on successive days, although the context of the
letter would imply that.

Q. (Bj' Mr. Howes.) But there were two previous interviews
to the one on Wednesday? A. Yes, sir.

Q. When the thing was consummated ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (B}* Mr. Means.) You mean two interviews prior to

Wednesday? A. Yes, sir.
Q. That would make it Monday and Tuesday? A. I don’t

know when they took place; it doesn’t say on what days they
took place, but says there were two interviews, and there would be
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a fair presumption that one took place on Tuesday, because he
says “ The paper prepared by solicitor Chesley over night was,
then submitted to you.”

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Did you understand by the letter that
these two interviews prior to Wednesday were on different days?'
A. There was nothing in the letter which stated that definitely.

Q. How should you understand that? A. Iso understood it.,
Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) How long a letter was this, Mr..

Barrett? How many pages, for instance, did it cover? A. I
couldn’t state. I should think seven to ten ; possibly I will say
five to ten.

Q. Where was it dated? A. Dated Boston.
Q. Do you know in whose handwriting it was? A. Ido not.
Q. You are not familiar with the handwriting in which it was?

A. No, sir.
Q. Was the letter in an envelope when you saw it? A. It

was not.
Q. There was no envelope shown with it? A. No, sir.
Q. How did you come to go to Mr. Raum for the letter,

Mr. Barrett? A. Well, my business as a newspaper correspond-
ent leads me to be somewhat inquisitive about everything that
happens that concerns this section, and I saw that the legislature
had instituted an inquiry ; I therefore determined, if possible, to
find out what I could for my own information.

Q. And for the information of your newspaper? A. Certainly.
Q. And whatever information you got you transmitted to your

newspaper, I suppose, did you not? A. Mr. Chairman, I don’t
know how to answer that question.

Q. It isn’t a very important question. I will withdraw it. A.
I transmitted information to my newspaper, but I didn’t transmit
all that I learned, of course.

Q. There were some details, of course, which you couldn’t
transmit. How do you happen to be here this morning, Mr,
Barrett? A. Because I was subpoenaed.

Q. When? A. Yesterday.
Q. Where were you when you were subpoenaed? A. Excuse

me ; I was subpoenaed this morning ; the subpoena was dated yes-
terday.

Q. Where were you when you were subpoenaed? A. I was in
the office of the “ Advertiser.”

Q. How long have you been a Washington correspondent of
the “Daily Advertiser ” ? A. Mr. Chairman, shall I answer these
questions?

Q. I should like to know that question.
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The Chairman. If the gentleman desires to go into all matters
outside

Mr. Mackintosh. I don’t propose to ask more than four or
five questions, and that is one of them. I will put it in this
way.

Q. Have you been a correspondent of the “ Advertiser ” for
the last six months in Washington; as long as that? A. Yes,
sir.

Q. And it is simply for Washington, is it? A. lam a Wash-
ington correspondent.

Q. When did you come to Boston last? A. I arrived here
Sunday morning.

Q, How did you happen to come to Boston; at the request of
this committee? A. I came on because I had been intending to
come on for some time, and I had correspondence with the editor
of my paper asking him if it was possible for me to come on ; I
had been away for some time, and they telegraphed back to me
that I could come on.

Q. When did you receive that telegram? A. I couldn’t state.
It was some day last week.

Q. So it was entirely' owing to your private arrangements with
your newspaper that yon happen to be in Boston now? A. I can-
not answer that, Mr. Chairman. If he will ask me a question I
will answer it.

Q. I put a question to you in common form. Is it then owing
entirely to your private business in connection with the paper, that
you happen to be in Boston at the present time? A. I should
have been here anyway in regard to my private business, but I
came on, of course, knowing that this investigation was taking place
and having an interest in it.

Q. And to volunteer your testimony? A. No, sir; not to
volunteer my testimony.

Q. (By the Chairman). Were you willing to testify ? A. No,
sir; I asked to be excused from testifying.

Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) You say you came on here ; one
reason was that you had some interest in this investigation I
understand you, as I understood your last answer? A. Mr.
Chairman, I should have come on here anyway. I cannot say
whether I should have been here to-day if it hadn’t been for this
investigation or not; I cannot balance the different feelings that I
had. I came on here on private business, and I also came on
because I knew about this investigation, and I was asked to come
on by a gentleman connected with the committee, representing the
committee. I didn’t come on wholly at his request, and I told
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him I couldn’t come, and I didn’t come on when he did, but later
I thought I would come on.

Q. When were you asked by a representative of the committee
to come on ; how long ago? A. I said by a gentleman whom I
supposed represented the wishes of the committee.

Q. I asked when? A. Last Friday.
Q. Have yr ou any objection to stating who the gentleman was’

A. No, sir.
Q. I should like to know that, because I don’t think it was a

member of the committee.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Was it a member of the committee?

A. I didn’t say it was a member of the committee.
Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) Was it Mr. Joseph Bennett? A.

It was.
Q. And that was on Friday, at Washington? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Howes.) I will ask you : Do you know what was

done with that letter after 3ou saw it? A. I suppose that it
was given back and put into the files.

Q, (By the Chairman.) Will you look at this signature?
[Showing witness the last page of the Veto Message.] Is the
handwriting here similar to the handwriting of the letter which you
saw? A. Yes, sir; I should so consider it.

Q. The signature ? A. I understood that you asked the sig-
nature. I said that I should so consider it.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) I don’t now understand your answer
exactly. Whether or not the signature to this Veto Message,
which is now shown you, is the same handwriting as the signature
of the letter? A. It seems so to me. lam not an expert, but I
should say that it was.

Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) I understand you to say, in re-
sponse to one of the last of m3' questions, that the request to come
on here came from a gentleman who, 3'ou had reason to suppose,
whom you did suppose, represented the wishes of this committee.
Was that your answer? A. That was approximately what I may
have said.

Q. What reason had you to suppose that that gentleman repre-
sented the wishes of the committee?

[Objected to.]
Q. Was it from aii3 Tthiug that the gentleman said to you, or

from your own idea of his position, that you supposed he repre-
sented the committee? A. Ho said that the committee wished
me to come on

Q. Just answer that question exactly. Was it from anything
be said to you, or from your own idea ? If it was derived from
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conversation with him, you need not state what the conversation
was. A. Yes, sir ; I got the idea that the committee wanted me
to come on from what he said to me.

Testimony of Stephen N. Gifford.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Mr. Gifford, 1 desire to show the

committee the record of the Senate of February 21st, showing
what action was taken in regard to the act to incorporate the
Union Safety Deposit Vaults. A. I can read, perhaps, the list;
there are only two. “The following engrossed bills, both of
which originated in the House, were passed to be enacted, to wit:
To incorporate the Union Safe Deposit Vaults; relating to the
Lpnn Aqueduct Company. And an engrossed resolve in favor of
the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary, passed,
and, with the above-named bills, was laid before the Governor for
his approval.”

Q. And what date was that? A. The 2ist day of February.
Q. (By Mr. Potter.) How are those laid before the Gov-

ernor; sent in by the Secretary of State? A. They were for-
merly. They changed the law some ten years ago. Up to this
year, we have always laid them actually before the Governor, but
this year he gave orders that they should be left with his private
secretary, and we did that.

Q. (By Mr. Mackintosh.) What officer of the Senate lays
them before the Governor? A. Ido.

Q. You do, personally? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Means.) Was it by the orders of the Governor

that they were so left with his private secretary ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Lincoln.) Was the Governor actually present

when this bill was given to the private secretary? A. That lam
unable to say, because I think I have not seen His Excellency this
winter.

Q. You don’t deliver the bills in person? A. No, sir. Ihave up until this year, always, invariably. The governor hasn’t
always been present, but if he wasn’t, the private secretary took
them, in the same room.

Q- (% Hr. Means.) You delivered these papers to the private
secretary, in the Executive Department? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Or apartments? A. Yes, sir.
H (By Mr Lincoln.) What is the custom, or what has beenthe custom, as to returning bills to the House or Senate, where theGovernor vetoes a bill? [Objected to by Mr. Hill.]
Q. Do you know the custom of the House or Senate? A. Bythe private secretary, invariably, so far as I have ever known, it
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is invariably accompanied by a written message, giving bis reasons.
Q. The object of my inquiry was to learn by what means he

returned it, whether by messenger or by a clerk. A. I never
knew it to be done except by the private secretary.

Q. (By Mr. Baker.) There was no private secretary till 18G1.
A. No. I have known it to be done by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth then.

Testimony of George G. Spear, Jr.
Q. (By the Chairman.) Your name is? A. George G.

Spear, Jr.
Q. And what is your position ? A. Third clerk in the Secre-

retary of State’s department.
Q. I desire to know whether there are any acts or other execu-

tive papers approved or signed between Feb. 23 and March 2,
1883?

[Mr. Mackintosh objected to anything after Feb. 26th,as having
no bearing upon any question before the committee. The objec-
tion was voted down.] >

A. Mr. Chairman, I have here chapter 24, which was signed
by the Lieutenant-Governor on March Ist.

Q. Will you read the title ? A. “An act making additional
appropriations for certain expenses authorized in the year 1882.”

Q. Will you read the signature? A. “Approved. Oliver
Ames, Lieutenant-Governor, acting in the absence of the Governor
from the Commonwealth.” I have also here chapter 23, which is
“ An Act in further addition to an act making appropriations for
the maintenance of the Government during the present year.”
“Feb. 27, 1883. Approved. Oliver Ames, Lieutenant-Governor,
acting in the absence of the Governor from the Commonwealth.”
Those are the only two acts of that date ; the other ones are of
later date.

Q. Are there any other official papers? A. There are two
requisitions. One was on His Excellency' the Governor of Penn-
sylvania.

Q. Requisitions for what? A. Requisitions for fugitives from
justice. One was on His Excellency the Governor of Pennsylvania,
for Charles L. Blood, on the charge of the crime of cheating by
false pretences; that was signed by the Lieutenant-Governor, on
the twenty-second day of January. And then there is another one
on His Excellency the Governor of Illinois, for William F. Har-

mon, charged with the crime of larceny, which was signed by the
Lieutenant-Governor on the first day of March. Those are the
only two requisitions signed by the Lieutenant-Governor.
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Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Have you any means of knowing,
bringing your mind to the one of the 27th, the act of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor on the 27th of February, what time of day that was

signed by him? A. No, sir; I don’t remember.

[Adjourned.]

The chairman submitted the statement of His Honor Lieutenant-
Governor Oliver Ames.

Statement of His Honor Lieutenant-Governor Oliver Ames, in relation
to the alleged invalidity of the veto of the act to incorporate the Union
Safety Deposit Vaults.

On the occasion of the first absence from the Commonwealth of His
Excellency Governor Butler, Jan. 19, 1883,1 received a letter from him,
a copy of which is annexed hereto, informing me that, under the pro-
visions of the Constitution, during his absence from the Commonwealth,
the duties of governor would devolve upon me; and I accordingly
acted as governor from January 19, 1883, to January 25,1883, the period
of his absence, and performed whatever duties devolved upon me as the
acting governor, and, among other things, I presided over a meeting of
the Council and signed a requisition for a fugitive from justice on Janu-
ary 22, 1883. As to the alleged absence of Governor Butler from the
Commonwealth, from Friday, Feb. 23, 1883, to Mar. 2, 1883,1 would
state that I called at the Executive Chamber late on Friday afternoon
(Feb. 23), and found Governor Butler busy at his table writing, and he
informed me that he was writing a veto of the act to incorporate the
Union Safety Deposit Vaults; that he was going away, and was to take
the six o’clock train that evening. I was informed on the following day
(Saturday, Feb. 24), or on Monday, Feb. 26, from some source that his
Excellency had gone to Washington, D. C. I do not remember that I
went to the executive office that day (Feb. 24), but I assumed the duties
of and acted as Governor of the Commonwealth, from the time I learned
of the departure of Governor Butler from the Commonwealth until his
return on Friday, March 2, 1883, as I have always done. 1 remained
at the Executive Chamber on Monday, Feb. 26, 1883, for a portion of the
day, prepared to do any duties of the governor, and among other things
I was doing that day, I was consulted by the secretary of the Common-
wealth as to the approval of an appropriation bill, which, he stated,
would be ready for my approval on the following day (Feb. 27), and I
then informed him that I would approve it, which f did when it was
brought to me on Tuesday, Feb. 27. I considered myself as the acting
governor of the Commonwealth from the time the governor left the
Commonwealth, Feb. 23, 1883, until his return on March 2,1883,and, on
March 1,1 approved another act, and also signed a requisition upon the
governor of Illinois for a fugitive from justice. I had nothing whatever
to do with the veto of the act to incorporate the Union Safety Deposit
Vaults, and did not know that such a message had been sent to the
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House of Representatives until I was informed of it from some source
afterward. I should not have acted as governor during the period from
Feb. 24, 1883, to March 2, 1883, unless I had been confident of the
absence of His Excellency from the Commonwealth during that
period.”

The above is a true statement to the best of my recollection and
belief.

Oliver Ames.
Boston, May 11, 1883.

[copy.]
Boston, Jan. 19, 1883.

Dear Sir, Imperative private business causes me to be necessarily
absent from the Commonwealth from this evening and for several days,
at Washington. As by the Constitution the performance of all the duties
incumbent on the governor devolve upon you by my absence, I have the
honor to notify you hereby of the same, and also to say that I will give
you timely notice of my return.

I have the honor to be,
Very truly,

Your friend and servant,
(Signed) Benj. F. Butler,

Governor.
His Honor Oliver Ames,

Lieut. Governor.

Boston, May 21, 1883.

Edward F. Hamlin {recalled).
The Chairman. When Mr. Hamlin was excused at the last

hearing, there was a question that Mr. Hill had asked which was
objected to by a member of the committee, and the question was
not answered by the witness.

Mr. Hill. The question was, “During the period mentioned
did }

Tou have any official intercourse with His Honor Lieutenant-
Governor Ames?” and Mr. Mackintosh objected, and the witness
was then excused. I don’t further wish to ask the question.

Q. (The Chairman to witness.) At what time on Monday,
Feb. 26, did you take the act to incorporate the Union Safe
Deposit Vaults into the House? A. I think it was about ten
minutes past two.
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Q. Were tbej ? in your hands any time before they were placed
in your hands by Mr. Wright on that afternoon of Monday, Feb.
26? A. They were not.

Q. Where did you obtain them ? A. Really, I presume from
the chamber, where my desk is ; the ante-chamber.

Q. Ante-chamber of what? A. The Executive Chamber.
Q. Did you have an}’ direction in regard to taking that into the

House, other than those received from Mr. Major? A. I did not.
Q. At what time on Friday, February 23, did you receive direc-

tion from Mr. Major ; before or after the adjournment? A. After
the adjournment.

Q. Will you state exactly the position you occupy in the State
House? A. Executive clerk to the Governor, Lieutenant-Gover-
nor and Council.

Q. (By Mr. Lincoln.) Did Mr. Major say that his instruc-
tions came from the Governor? A. He did not.

Q. What language did he use to you? A. He said he should
not be present on Monday, and it would devolve upon me to trans-
mit the message to the Legislature.

Q. Did you understand the instructions to come from the
Governor? A. I did. Any instructions I take from the private
secretary, I understand as coming from the Governor.

Q. Had you taken messages to the House before? A. Not
this year.

Q. Before this year? A. I have.
Q. And from whom have you generally received your instruc-

tions or directions? A. I think the Governor.
Q. In every case? A. I think so ;in every case.
Q. Who usually takes these messages to the House and

Senate? A. The private secretary.
Q. That is the general custom? A. Yes, sir ; in the absence

of the private secretary it is customary for me to take them.
Q. Mr. Wright is the man you received it from? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you ask him for the message? A. Yes, sir.
Q. He gave it to you ? A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you know where he took it from? A. Ido not.
Q. (By Mr. Howes.) You say that Mr. Major spoke to you

after the adjournment of the forenoon session? A. After the
afternoon adjournment,—immediately after the adjournment. They
were not holding forenoon sessions at that time.

Q. Friday, the 23d? A. Yes, sir.
Q. (By Mr. Means.) Do you know whether he had this mes-

sage at that time? A. I suppose he had ; I couldn’t swear to it.



28 UNION SAFE DEPOSIT VAULTS. [May,’B3.

Q. Do you know whether it was this message or a different
message? A. Ido not.

Q. (By Mr. Hartwell.) Did you see any paper purporting to
be the message? A. I suppose it was the message.

Q. (By Mr. Means.) Have you identified the handwriting at
all of this message? A. I have not, positively.

Q. Have you, at all? A. It was shown me at the former ex-
amination.

Q. (By Mr. Howes.) Did you see any written documents in the
house of Mr. Major, that Frida}' afternoon, to see what it was?
A. No, sir.

The Chairman. Are there an}' other questions to be asked by
the committee? If not, Mr. Hamlin is excused.

Mr. Mackintosh. There is no question but what this is the mes-
sage sent to the House.

Mr. Baker. No, sir. I have no doubt at all about it.
The Chairman. 1 would like simply to call the attention of the

committee to its date. It is dated February 26, 1883.

[Hearing of evidence was closed, and the committee went into
executive session.]


