
HOUSE No. 386.

House oe Kepkesentatives, June 6, 1883

The undersigned minority of the Committee on Public
Health, to whom was referred the petition of John F. Neal,
Jr., and others, to prevent incompetent persons from con-
ducting the business of apothecaries, etc., begs leave to
submit the following :

Whilst agreeing with a majority of your committee that
no legislation is necessary or desired by the people to
restrict or monopolize the sale and use of medicines, yet in
justice to a very small number of people who have come to
the legislature year after year, seeking some enactment that
shall give to them the right to prevent others from engaging
in the trade and profession of selling or prescribing medi-
cines except upon such terms and conditions as they may
dictate, it seems but fair that the petitioners should have
the opportunity to test the opinion of the people through
their representatives, and settle the question one way or the
other, whether the people are competent to select their own
medicines and physicians, without the aid of commissioners,
or, in other words, whether trades or professions shall be
restricted by law to a privileged few. The bill herewith
submitted contains exactly what has been asked for and rec-
ommended by various parties at different hearings during
the past ten years. Their demands having been rejected so
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often that of late they have only sought to obtain by de-
grees what is ultimately desired. The petitioners at the
last hearing given by your committee frankly stated that
they did not expect to get what they wanted at first, but
some kind of a bill as an “ entering wedge,” and perfect it
afterwards. This subsequent patching means to get in
detail what they cannot get primarily. Legislative stealing
of this kind is the method by which all great monopolies
are obtained, and that which ultimately subverts the liber-
ties of the people. The bill submitted is, in substance,
what the petitioners want, and what they mean to obtain in
the end, but have not the courage to ask for it at once. It
seems but just to all that the issue should be fairly met. If
the legislature, in its wisdom, see fit to grant the prayer of
the petitioners, let them have what they want, and at the
same time let the people know what rights and 'privileges
they part with. For tlie reasons herein set forth, I feel it
my duty to give all parties a fair opportunity to present
their claims, and therefore submit the accompanying bill for
your acceptation or rejection.

HORACE L. BOWKER.
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AN ACT
To prevent Incompetent Persons from conducting

the business of Apothecaries and Prescribing
Medicines.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The president and trustees of the
2 Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and their
3 successors in office are hereby authorized and
4 directed to appoint annually three competent per-
-5 sons to act as commissioners of pharmacy and
6 medicine, whose duty it shall be to examine all
7 persons who sell drugs and medicine, or prescribe
8 the same for any human ailment or disease, and
9 to perform such other duties as is herein and alter

10 set forth.

1 Sect. 2. After January first, eighteen huu-
-2 dred and eighty-four, all persons who sell drugs
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•1 or medicines, or whose profession or business it
4 is to prescribe them for any human disease or
5 ailment except as provided in section three of
6 this act shall be examined by the commissioners
7 named in section one of this act as to their knowl-
-8 edge of drugs and medicines and their qualitica-
-9 tions to compound or prescribe the same, with

10 such other requirements as the commission may
11 deem requisite for the health and safety of the
12 community.

1 Sect. 3. Graduates of any approved rnedi-
-2 cinal college or college of pharmacy may carry
3 on their business or profession by furnishing sat-
-4 isfactory evidence of the fact to the commis-
-5 sioners and paying them a fee of three dollars for
6 registration and the required fee for a license.

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the cominis.
2 sioners to register, in a book kept for that pur-
-3 pose, the names of all persons who are examined.
4 Their age and place of business, whether physi-
-5 cian or dealer in medicines, and for this examina-
-6 tion they shall receive a fee of eight dollars. If
7 the applicants pass a satisfactory examination it
8 shall be the duty of the commissioners to furnish
9 them with a license or diploma of not less than

10 twelve inches square, which shall be kept posted
11 in a conspicuous place in their office or place of
12 business. For said license or diploma the com-
-13 missioners may receive a fee of ten dollars.
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1 Sect. 5. Sixty days after this act goes into
2 effect any person selling any drags or medicines,
3 or prescribing the same, that has not been pro-
-4 perly licensed and commissioned as provided by
5 this act shall be punished by a fine of not less
6 than one hundred or more than two hundred dol-
-7 lars for each and every offence, and upon a second
8 conviction they shall be punished by fine and im-
-9 prisonment not exceeding one year.

1 Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the commis-
-2 sioners to take cognizance of any artificial drug
3 or compound not officinal that are offered for sale,
4 and if in their judgment they are designed to de-
-5 fraud or cheat the public or are injurious to the
fi public health, they shall order the sale of the same
7 to be discontinued, and any person who shall re-
-8 ceive a written notice to discontinue the sale of
9 any such article, and shall continue to sell the

10 same or offer for sale, shall be subject to the fines
11 and penalties prescribed in section five of this
12 act.

1 Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall prevent
2 any person who cannot pass an examination from
3 procuring a licensed person to carry on his busi-
-4 ness.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of January, eighteen hundred and eighty-
-3 four.
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