
HOUSE No. 391.

House of Representatives, June 6, 1883.

The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
was referred the Order relative to the pollution of the
Blackstone River by the sewage of the city of Worcester,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

C. W. KINGSLEY.

(EommomucaUl) of iilasoacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

AN ACT
To prevent the Pollution of the Blackstone River

by the Sewage of the City of Worcester.

Be it enacted by the Benale and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloxvs:

1 Skction 1. The city of Worcester is hereby
2 required to t ake measures within two years for so
3 far purifying or treating the sewage waters from
4 its sewers that they will not, when discharged
5 into the Blackstone River, create a nuisance,
6 either of themselves or in connection with other
7 matter; and after five years from the passage of
8 this act it shall be unlawful for the city of
9 Worcester to empty into the Blackstone River

10 any sewage from its system of sewers, until the
11 same has been treated with a view to its purifica-
-12 tion by some method which has been approved
13 by the state hoard of health, lunacy and charity.
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1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the state board
2 of health, lunacy and charity, upon the applica-
-3 tion of the authorities of the city of Worcester,
4 to examine any method for the purification of its
5 sewage that may be proposed by said city, and,
6 if found to be the best practicable and avail-
-7 able manner for said purification, to approve the
8 same.

1 Sect. 3. The city of Worcester is authorized
2 to take by purchase or otherwise, and hold such
3 lands, water rights and easements, on and near
4 the Blackstone River, and to construct such other
5 works as it may deem necessary for purifying or
6 treating its sewage as is herein provided.

1 Sect. 4. The said city shall pay all dam-
-2 ages sustained by any person in property by the
3 taking of any land, water right or easement, or
4 by any other thing done by said city under the
5 authority of this act. Any person sustaining
6 damages as aforesaid under this act, who fails to
7 agree with said city as to the amount of damages
8 sustained, may have the damages assessed and
9 determined in the manner provided by law when

10 land is taken for laying out of highways, on
11 application at any time within the period of three
12 years from the taking of such land or other prop-
-13 erty, or the doing of other injury, under the au-
-14 thority of this act; but no such application shall
15 be made after the expiration of said three years.



4

1 Sect. 5. The supreme judicial court sitting
2 in equity shall have jurisdiction to enforce the
3 provisions of this act by any equitable remedy,
4 upon complaint of the selectmen of any town
5 within the Commonwealth through which the
6 Blackstone River flows.

1 Sect. G. The city of Worcester is hereby
2 authorized to raise aud appropriate in such man-

-3 ner as its city government shall determine, such
4 sums of money as shall be required by said city
5 to carry out the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 7. The city of Worcester is authorized,
2 in such manner as its city government may de-

-3 termine, to appoint such permanent board or
4 commission as may be necessary to cany out the
5 provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 8. The city of Worcester shall be reim-
-2 bursed from the treasury of the Commonwealth
3 one-half the expense incurred by it in carrying
4 out any plan or plans for the purification of its
5 sewage, that may be within said five years ap-
G proved by the state board of health, lunacy and
7 charity.

1 Sect. 1). This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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