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a meeting has ])een so held, receive fifty dollars from the

Commonwealth.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 27, 1904.

Chan 384 ^^^^ '^^^ kelative to sewerage expenses, assessments and
CHARGES, AND TO THE POWERS OF THE SEWER COMMISSIONERS

IN THE CITY OF TAUNTON.

City of Taun-
ton, system of
sewers.

Payment of
cost.

Owners of
certain lands
to be assessed,
etc.

Be it enacted, etc., as foUoirs

:

Section 1. The provisions of this act shall be deemed
to have been enacted in view of the system of sewers which
was adopted by the city of Taunton on the fourteenth day
ofAugust, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, pursuant to

the authority contained in chapter two hundred and nine-

teen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-

five, and in view of the territory to which said system
applies and of the conditions therein.

Section 2. The total cost of lavino- makinij, maintain-

ingand repairing the sewers of said system of sewers shall

be borne and paid as hereinafter provided.

Section 3. One third of the cost of laying and mak-
ing the sewers of said system of sewers shall be paid from
assessments to be made as follows :— The sewer commis-
sioners of said city shall assess the owners of lands herein-

after described within the territory embraced by said system

of sewers, by a fixed uniform rate based upon the estimated

average cost of all the sewers of said system. In making
such estimate and for all purposes under this act, the cost

of sewers in said territory which were built prior to the

adoption of said system, but which have been made or are

to.be made a part thereof, shall be taken to be their cost,

after a reasonable deduction for depreciation, if any, on

account of age and use has been made. Such assessments

shall be made as aforesaid on the lands in said territory on

every street or way in which the trunk sewer of said system

is constructed, or in which there is a common sewer, directly

or indirectly connected with said trunk sewer, whether such

sewer was built prior or subsequent to the fourteenth day
of August, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, and shall

be made according to the frontage of such lands on such

street or way, and according to the area of such lands

within a fixed depth from such street or way ; l)ut no as-

sessment in respect to any such land which, by reason of
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its 2i*ade or level or aiiv other cause, cannot be drained

into such sewer, shall be made until such incapacity is

removed ; and in cases of corner lots and lots abutting on

more than one sewered street or way, the same area shall

not be assessed more than once. The lien hereinafter pro-

vided for shall attach to the parcel assessed. If payment
,f",",^'^"*j^,*''

has been made of any prior assessment or charge imposed certain pay.

in respect to any such land on account of any common
sewer of said system, an allowance shall be made for such

payment, and the owner shall be assessed for the remainder

only. Said sewer commissioners shall certify all assess-

ments made under tliis section to the collector of taxes of «

said city for collection . After receiving an assessment list,

the collector shall fortliAvith send notice to each person

assessed of the amount of his assessment, in like manner
as notices of taxes are sent.

Sectiox 4, Assessments made under the preceding Assessments

section shall bear interest at the rate of four per cent per tionetCetl-r^'^'

annum, from the thirtieth day after they become due until

the}^ are paid, and the accruing interest shall be added to

and be a part of such assessments. If the owner of land,

within thirty days after notice of an assessment thereon,

notifies in writing the assessors to a})portion the same, they

shall apportion it into such number of equal parts, not

exceeding fifteen, as the owner shall in said notice require.

The assessors shall add one of said parts, with interest at

the rate of four j)er cent per annum from the date of ap-

portionment, to the annual tax of said land for each year

next ensuing until all parts have so been added, unless

sooner paid as hereinafter provided. Such assessments to constitute

shall constitute a lien on the land, and such lien shall
'»' ^i<^»' <^t<*-

continue for two years after the assessments have been
committed to the collector, or, if they are to be paid by
instalments, for two j^ears after the last instalment has

been committed to the collector, unless sooner paid. Any
balance of said assessments remaining unpaid may be paid

at any one time, notwithstanding a prior apportionment,

but interest on such balance, at the rate of four per cent

per annum, shall be paid to the date of such payment.
Demand for the payment of assessments shall be made in collection of

like manner as demands for the payment of taxes, and sales
a^fessments,

for the non-pajanent of assessments, and all proceedings

connected therewith, shall be made upon the same notices

thereof, and shall otherwise be conducted in the same
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manner as sales for non-paj^meut of taxes. All proceed-

ings subsequent to such sales, relative to redemption, the

purchase and holding of the land by the city, the interest

to be paid in case of redemption, and otherwise, shall be

ieftedby°an
^^^® Same as when land is sold for taxes. Assessments

action of niay also be collected b^' an action of contract in the name
contract. ^ i • i i

•"
i

• /• i

oi the City, brought within two years alter the same have
become due and paj^able.

ag|rie° ed may SECTION 5. Au}^ pei'sou aggrieved by an assessment
?PP'yJ°^ '^ made under section three of this act may at any time within
Jul V ) etc. *^ *'

three months after receiving notice thereof apply for a jury

, to revise the same. Such api)lication shall be made in

like manner and the proceedings thereon shall be the same
as in the case of land taken for laying out highwa}' s ; but

l)efore making his application the person making the same
shall give fourteen days' notice in writing to said sewer
commissioners of his intention so to do, and shall in such

notice particularly specify his objection to the assessment,

to which specification he shall be confined before the jury.

The commissioners on receipt of eveiy such notice shall

notify the collector of taxes.
rortionof SECTION 6. One third of the cost of the sewers of said
cost to be paid
from^annuai systcui of scwcrs, excluding sewers built prior to the adop-

tion of said system, and two thirds of the cost, after the

passage of this act, of maintaining and repairing the sewers

of said system of sewers, shall be paid, so far as may be,

from annual charges for the use of said sewers, to be estab-

lished and collected as hereinafter provided.

to'be^jaMby^'^
SECTION 7. So iiiuch of the cost of laying, making,

city- maintaining and repairing the sewers of said sjstem of

sewers as is not obtained by the special assessments here-

inbefore provided for and by the annual charges hereinafter

provided for, and remains to be paid, shall be borne by
said cit}^ and shall be raised by general taxation.

Sewer commis- SECTION 8. Said scwer Commissioners shall establish
sioners to

i • i i i
establish jngt and equitable annual charges, which they may change
charges, etc. froiii time to tiiiic, to be paid for the use of the sewers of

said system of sewers by every owner of an estate or other

person who enters his particular sewer into the trunk sewer

of said system or into any common sewer directly or indi-

rectly connected with said trunk sewer ; but, in cases

where said sewer commissioners shall deem it to be equita-
CoUectiou of

i^jg ^ discouut uiav be made by them. Such charo-es shall

be collected semi-annually or annually, as said sewer com-
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missionors iiiuy dt'teriniiio,und to that end tho scwor com-
iiiisyioners yhall stMui-uiiiiuall}' or miiiually certify the .same

to the collector of taxes of said city. Upon receipt of a
list of charaes the collector shall forthwith send notice to

each })erson t-harii-cd, of the amount of his charges, in like

manner as notices of taxes are sent. Such charges shall

bear interest at a rate not exceeding six per cent per animm
from the thirtieth day after they become due until they are

paid. The accruing interest shall be added to and be a

j)art of such charges. The charges shall constitute a lien to constitute

on the real estate using the sewer, and the lien shall con-
'^ ^•^°' '^'^''•

tinue for two years after such charges are committed to

the collector of taxes. Demand for the paj^ment of charges collection of

shall be made in like manner as demands for the payment '^''^^®^-

of taxes, and sales for the non-payment of charges and all

proceedings connected therewith shall be made upon the

same notices thereof, and shall otherwise be conducted in

the same manner as sales for non-payment of taxes. All

proceedings subsecpient to such sales, relative to redemp-
tion, the purchase and holding of the land by the city, the

interest to be paid in case of redemption, and otherwise,

shall be the same as when the land is sold for taxes. Such May^ecoi-
. ,

lected Ijv an
charo^es may also be collected by an action ot contract in M-tion of

the name of the city, brought within two years after the

same have become due and payable. Any person who is Persons

aggrieved by an annual charge established as aforesaid pfition'^for"""

may, within three months thereafter, file a petition in the ^^^^^'°^> ^^•

su})erior court for the county of Bristol asking for a revi-

sion of the same ; and thereupon the case shall be heard

by a single justice, and the annual charge established as

aforesaid shall be modified or confirmed, and such decision

shall be final and conclusive.

Section 9. Section three of chapter two hundred and if», 2ii» §3,
. etc., and § 4,

nineteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and amended.

ninety-five, as amended by chapter one hundred and sixty-

foiu" of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-

eight, is hereby further amended by striking out the words
" city council ", in the last line of said section, and insert-

ing in place thereof the words : — said commissioners,—
and by striking out section four and inserting in place

thereof the following : — Section 4. All contracts made contracts, etc.

by said commissioners shall be made in the name of the

city ; but no contracts shall be made or obligations incurred

by the commissioners for any purpose in excess of the
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Compensation
of commis-
sioners.

Vacancy, etc.

Repeal.

Certain pro-
visions of law
to apply.

When to take
effect.

amount appropriated by the city council therefor. The
compensation of the commissioners shall be fixed by the city

council. Any vacancy in said board of commissioners
shall be filled by appointment made by the mayor, subject

to confirmation or rejection by the board of aldermen.

Said commissioners shall be subject to removal by the

mayor for cause.

Section 10. Chapters one hundred and fifty-four and
tliree hundred and forty-two of the acts of the year eight-

een hundred and ninety-eight are hereb}^ repealed.

Section 11. The provisions of chapter forty-nine of

the Revised Laws, and of chapter two hundred and nine-

teen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-

five, and all acts in amendment thereof and in addition

thereto, so far as applicable and not inconsistent with this

act, shall apply in the carrying out of this act.

Section 12. This act shall be submitted to the city

council of the city within two months after its passage, and
shall take efi'ect upon its acceptance by the city council

with the approval of the mayor.
Approved May 28, 1904.

(JJiap.ijS5 '^^ ^^'"^ "^^ PROVIDE FOR TAXIXG LEASEHOLD ESTATES ON THE
COIIMONWEALTH FLATS.

Taxation of
leasehold
estates on the
Common-
wealth Flats.

Be it enacted, etc. , as folloivs

:

Section 1. The lands of the Commonwealth, situate

in that part of the city of Boston called South Boston
and known as the Conmionwealth Flats, shall, if leased for

business purposes, be taxed by the city of Boston to the

lessees thereof, respectively, in the same manner as the

lands and buildings thereon would be taxed to such lessees

if they were the owners of the fee, except that the payment
of the tax shall not be enforced by any lien upon or sale

of the lands ; but a sale of the leasehold interest therein

and of the buildings thereon maybe made by the collector

of the city of Boston in the manner provided by law in

case of non-payment of taxes for selling real estate, for

the purpose of enforcing the payment of the taxes by such

lessees to the city of Boston assessed under the provisions

hereof.

Section 2. This act shall take efi'ect upon its passage.

Approved May 28, 1904.


