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secretary of the state board of agriculture and of which
six thousand copies shall be for the use of the trustees.

Section 2. Boards, commissions and heads of depart-

ments having charge of preparing and printing documents
relating to their various departments shall not incorporate

therein any statistics unless the same shall be approved
by the state board of pubUcation.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Apjjroved May 31, 1904.

Chap.SSQ An Act to revise the charter of the city of pittsfield.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

City of
Pittsfield.

Management
of municipal
affairs, etc.

Seven wards.

Meetings of
qualified
voters.

Meetings of
•lualifled
voters may be
held in adja-
cent ward.

INCORPORATION.

Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Pittsfield

shall continue to be a body politic and corporate, under
the name of the City of Pittsfield, and as such shall have,

exercise and enjoy all the rights, powers, privileges and
immunities and shall be subject to all the duties and obli-

gations pertaining to and incumbent upon said cit}^ as a

municipal corporation.

Section 2. The government of the city and the gen-

eral management and control of all the fiscal, prudential

and municipal affairs thereof shall be vested in a single

officer, to be called the maj^or, and in a legislative body,

to be called the board of aldermen, except however that

the general management and control of the public schools

of the city shall be vested in a school committee.

Section 3. The territory of the city shall continue

to be divided into seven wards, which shall retain their

present boundaries until the same shall be changed under
the general law relatino- thereto.

Section 4. All meetings of the qualified voters of the

city for the purpose of voting at elections and for other

municipal and legal purposes shall be called by the board

of aldermen, and the city clerk shall, under their direction,

cause notice of such meetings to be printed in one or more
newspapers published in the city and to bo conspicuously

posted in the office of the city clerk. vSucli meetings shall

be called at least seven days before the day prescribed for

the holding thereof.

Section 5. When no convenient Avardroom for hold-

ing the meeting of the (jualified voters of a ward can be

had within the territorial limits of such ward, the board
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of {ilcloniuMi may appoint and direct, in the call tbi- the

iiieetiuii- of .such Avard, that the meeting be held in some
convenient place within the limits of an adjacent ward of

the cit}' ; and for such purpose the place so assigned shall

be deemed to be a i)art of the ward for which the meeting
or election is held.

Section 6. Genei'al meetings of the inhabitants of the General meet-

city may from time to time be held, according to the right inflahitants.

secured to the people b}' the constitution of the Connnon-
wealtli ; and such meetings may, and u])on the request in

wi-iting of fifty qualified voters setting forth the purposes
thereof shall, be called by the board of aldermen.

Section 7. The fii-st municipal election after the ac- Municipal

ceptance of this act shall be held on the third Tuesday in munir'ipa'r*

December in the year in which it is accepted, and there- ^^'"'"

after the municipal election shall be held annually on the

first Tuesday in December and the municipal and fiscal

year shall begin at ten o'clock in the forenoon on the first

Monday in January and continue until ten o'clock in the

forenoon on the first ]\Ionday in the following January.

Section 8. At the municipal election the qualified Election of

1 , n . . , * mayor, alder-

voters m the several wards shall give in their votes men, etc.

hy ballot for mayor, aldermen, members of the school

committee, city clerk, city treasurer, collector of taxes,

assessors and city auditor, or for such of them as are to

be elected, and the person receiving the highest number
of votes for any office shall be deemed and declared to be

elected to such ofiice, and whenever two or more persons

are to be elected to the same office the several persons,

up to and including the number required to be chosen,

receiving the highest number of votes shall be deemed and
declared to be elected. Each person so elected shall be Persons elected

notified of his election in writing by the city clerk. *° benotine.i.

ORGANIZATION.

Section 9. On the first Monday in January at ten oatu of office

o'clock in the forenoon, the mayor elect, aldermen and aMermen,"'^^^

aldermen elect shall meet and the mayor elect and alder-

men elect shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their

duties. The oath may be administered by any justice of

the peace, and a certificate that such oath has been taken

shall be entered on the journal of the board of aldermen.

At any time thereafter the oath may be administered, in
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the presence of the board of aldermen, to the mayor or to

anj alderman absent from the meeting on the first Mon-

ofToaMof''^ da}' in January, or not elected prior thereto. After the
aldermen, etc. aldermen or a majority of them have been sworn, they

shall assemble and elect from their number a president

of the board in the manner })rovided in section seven of

cha})ter twenty-six of the Revised Laws. The member
having the hiohest nimiber of votes shall be deemed and
declared to be elected. No other business shall be trans-

acted by the aldermen until the president has been elected,

bolrd^of akier-
SECTION 10. The president of the board of aldermen

men powers shall prcside at all meetino;s of the board. In case of his

absence at any meeting a member of the board may be

elected as aforesaid to serve as president pro tempore.
Vacancy.

j^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^ vacancy in the office of president of the board,

the vacancy shall be filled in the manner of the original

election.

ciLTkoTboarlf Section 11. The city clerk shall be clerk of the board
of aldermen, gf aldcmien ; but in case of a vacancy in the office, or of

the temporary absence or disability of the city clerk, the

board of aldermen may elect a clerk pro tempore. The
city clerk and such clerk pro tempore shall be duly sworn.

The city clerk shall attend the sessions of the board of

aldermen, shall keep a record of its proceedings, and shall

perform such further service as the board of aldermen shall

require.

BOARD or ALDERMEN.

eiectfoTtenns
SECTION 12. The board of aldermen shall be composed

etc. ' ' of seven aldermen at large, one from each ward, who shall

be nominated and elected by and from the qualified voters

of the city, and shall hold office for the term of one year

from the first INlonda}^ in January next following their

election ; and two aldermen from each ward to be elected

as follows : — At the first municipal election following the

acceptance of this act, two aldermen shall be elected by
and from the qualified voters of each ward, who shall hold

office, one for one year and one for two years from the

first Monday in January following ; and at each nmnicipal

election thereafter one alderman shall be elected by and
from the qualified voters of each ward, who shall hold office

for the two municipal years next following his election.

The board of aldermen shall sit and act as one legislative

bodv.
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Section lo . I f a vacancy in the office of a member of the vacancy.

board of akk>rmen yhall occur more than one year previous

to the expiration of his term of office, and such vacancy

exists at the time nominations ma}^ be made for the fol-

h)\ving municipal election, the board of aldermen shall

declare a vacancy to exist and thereupon shall cause a new
election to be held to fill the same at the time of such

municipal election. The person so elected shall hold office

for the unexpired term.

Sectiox 14. If the full number of members of the Failure to

board of aldermen shall fail to be elected, or if there be a

vacancy in said board, the board of aldermen may declare

a vacancy to exist and thereupon may cause a new elec-

tion to be held to till the same. The person thus elected

to fill a vacancy shall hold office for the remainder of the

term.

Section 15. No person shall be eligible for election as cenainper-

an alderma)! from a ward who is not at the time of his eligible, etc.

election a resident of the ward from which he is chosen,

but his subsequent removal to another ward of the city

shall not disqualify any such officer from performing the

duties of his office. The members of the board shall serve To serve witu-
.,, . ,. i. i.1 1. • i" • out compensa-

without compensation, except that, in case oi a vacancy in tion, except,

the office of mayor, the president of the board of aldermen ®^'

shall be entitled to the salary of mayor while performing

the duties of mayor.
Section 16. The board of aldermen shall be the judge to be judge of

of the election of its members, shall determine the rules its\iember8,

of its proceedings, and may appoint such assistant clerks
^^'

and other officers as may be necessary for the proper con-

duct of its business.

Section 17. The mayor may, and the city clerk at the special meet-

written request of ten members of the board of aldermen onridemien.

shall, call a special meeting of the board of aldermen by
causing a written notice of such meeting, containing a

statement of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be

left at the usual place of residence of each member at least

twenty-four hours previous to the time appointed for the

meeting, and no other business than that stated in the

notice shall be transacted at such special meeting.

Section 18. A majority of the whole number of mem- Quorum,

bers provided to be elected shall constitute a quorum for

the transaction of business, but a smaller number may
adjourn from time to time.
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Section 1 9 . All votes of the board of aldermen making
appropriations or authorizing loans of money shall be in

itemized form, and when brought before the board ofalder-

men on recommendation of the mayor no item of the

appropriation or loan in excess of the amount recommended
by the mayor shall be passed except by the affirmative

votes of two thirds of the members present and voting

thereon.

Sectiox 20. Any ordinance, order or resolution of the

board of aldermen may be passed through all its stages of

legislation at one session by unanimous consent of the

members of the board present. Should one or more mem-
bers object, action on the measure shall be postponed for

at least one week ; and if Avhen it is next considered five

or more members object to its passage a second postpone-

ment for at least one week shall take place.

Section 21. The board of aldermen ma}^ by special

vote hold private sittings for the consideration of candi-

dates for election, for the consideration of nominations by
the mayor, and for executive business, but all other sit-

tings shall be public and all votes on election of officers

and on confirmation of appointments shall be taken in

public.

Section 22. No person shall be eligible by appoint-

ment or election by the mayor or by the board of aldermen

to anv office of emolument the compensation of which is

payable out of the city treasury, who at the time of such

election or appointment is a member of the board of alder-

men. Xo member of the board of aldermen shall act as

counsel or attornc}- before the board of aldermen or any
committee thereof.

Section 23. Except as otherwise provided herein the

board of aldermen shall in general have and exercise the

legislative powers of towns and of the inhabitants thereof,

and shall have all the powers and authorit}^ given to cit}'^

councils and boards of aldermen under the general laws

of the Commonwealth, and shall be subject to the duties

imposed on city councils and boards of aldermen ; and

shall have and exercise all the powers, other than execu-

tive, given to selectmen of towns and to the selectmen of

the town of Pittsfield, or to the city council of the city of

Pittsfield, under any special laws heretofore passed with

reference to said town or city of Pittsfield and not incon-

sistent herewith ; and except as herein otherAvise prodded
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.shiill have all the powers of the board of public works of

the city of Pittsfield.

Skctiox '24, The board of aldermen may from time to Additional

time, subject to the lu-ovisions of this act and in accord- olih•es^;lay be

ance Avith general laws, if they exist in any particular case,
^st^^^ushed,

provide by ordinance for the establisliment of boards and

offices in addition to those hereinafter named, for the con-

struction and care of public works and buildings, for the

direction and custody of public parks and for other nuuiici-

pal purposes ; may determine the number and duties of the

incumbents of such boards and offices, and for such pur-

j)oses may delegate to such boards and offices the adminis-

trative powers given to it by general or special laws or

given by general laws to city councils and boards of alder-

men. The board of aldermen may likewise from time to Boards and

time consolidate boards and offices, and may separate and ronfoVdatedf

divide the powers and duties of such as are or may here-
^^^'

after be established, may increase the number of persons

constituting any of the boards herein specified, and when
such increase has been made may subsequently diminish

the number, may increase or diminish the numljer of per-

sons wdio shall perform the duties of an office or board

hereafter established as hereinbefore provided, and may
abolish an office or board hereafter established.

Section 25. The board of aldermen shall have power Board of

within the city to make and estal^lish ordinances and by- makeordi'""^

laws and to affix thereto penalties as herein and by general "m"x p^emliues,

law provided without the sanction of any court or justice ^^*'-

thereof. Ordinances, unless they contain an express pro-

vision for a later date, shall take effect at the time of

their ai)proval by the mayor, or, if a jienalty for their

violation is provided, at the expiration of thirty days from

the day of such approval. All fines and forfeitures for the

breach of an ordinance shall be paid into the city treasury.

Complaint for the breach of an ordinance may be made by
any resident of the city. All existing ordinances of the certain exist-

city not inconsistent wdth the provisions of this act shall t""contimieTa

continue in force until amended or repealed

.

*"^^'*^' *^^'

Section 26. The board of aldermen shall appropriate Appropria-

annually the amount necessary to meet the cxpcnditiu"es

of the city for the current municipal year, and such ap-

propriations shall not be increased except by a vote of

two thirds of the board voting by yeas and nays. Any
appropriation made by the board of aldermen for the erec-

tions.
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tion of a city hall or for the purchase of land therefor,

shall be subject to ratitieation by the legal voters of the

city, voting in their respective wards or precincts at an

annual municipal election.

Section 27. The board of aldermen, subject to the

approval of the ma^'or, shall have exclusive power to

order the laving out, locating anew or discontinuing of,

or making specific repairs in, all streets and ways within

the limits of the city, and to assess the damages sustained

thereby. Any person aggrieved by the action of the

board of aldermen hereunder shall have all the rights and
})rivileges now by law in similar cases allow^ed in appeals

from decisions of selectmen.

Sectiox 28. No public franchise, nor any right in,

under or over any public street or way shall be granted

except by a majority vote of all the members of the board,

and every order and permit gTanting such franchise or

right shall before its final passage lie on the table in the

board of aldermen for at least one week after its first

introduction in that body.

Section 29. The mayor shall be elected by and from
the qualified voters of the city, and shall hold ofiice for

the nuinicipal year next following his election and until his

successor is elected and (jualified, except that when elected

to fill a vacanc}^ he shall hold office only for the unexpired

term and until his successor is elected and qualified.

Section 30. In case of a vacancy in the ofiice ofmayor
occurring more than six months previous to the expira-

tion of the term, or if no mayor be elected at the annual

municipal election, the board of aldermen shall order an

election for a mayor to serve during the unexpired term,

or if the vacancy occurs within the last six months of the

term, the board of aldermen ma}^ order such election. If

such vacancy occurs in the last six months of the term, and
no mayor is elected, the president of the board of alder-

men shall become acting mayor for the unexpired term,

with all the duties, rights and powers of mayor. When-
ever, by reason of sickness, absence from the city or other

cause, the maj'or shall be unable to attend to the duties

of his office, or, if the office is vacant, pending an election

as afin-esaid, the president of the board of aldermen shall,

under the style of acting mayor, exercise the powers and
perform the duties of mayor, except that he shall not,

unless authorized thereto in a special instance by the
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board of aldermen, make any permanent appointment or

removal from otKee ; nor shall be, imle.ss the disability of

the mayor has eontinued at least nine days, or unless the

otfiee of mayor has become vacant, have power to a})prove

or disapprove any ordinance, order, resolution or vote of

the board of aldermen.

Section 31. The mayor shall be the chief executive Mayor to be

officer of the city, and the executive powers of the city,
officer,''eto!'*^^°

except as otherwise provided herein, shall be vested in

him and shall be exercised by him, either personally or

tlirough the several officers and boards in their resi)ective

departments under his o-eneral supervision and control.

Section o2. The mayor shall communicate to the Mayor to

])oard of aldermen such information and reconunend such H'rl^aTmeL-

measures as in his judgment the interests of the city shall
JIJ"^^^ t^'^tJe'^

require; shall cause the laws, ordinances and orders for enforced, etc.

the government of the city to lie enforced, and shall secure

an honest, efficient and economical conduct of the execu-

tive and administrative business of the city, and the har-

monious and concerted action of the administrative and

executive departments

.

Section 33. Every ordinance, order, resolution or certain ordi-

vote of the board of aldermen, except those relating to "oixn^ewnW
matters of procedure or to the election of officers shall be approvai/etl-.

presented to the mayor by the clerk of the board wdthin

twenty-four hours after its passage, Sundaj'S and legal

holidays excepted. If the mayor approves it he shall

sign it, and it shall then be in force ; if he disapproves it,

he shall return it, with his objections in writing, to the

board, which shall enter such ol)jections at large on its

records and again consider it ; and if tw^o thirds of the

memljers present and voting pass it, notwithstanding such

objections, it shall be in force ; but in all cases the vote

shall be by yeas and nays. Such ordinance, order, reso-

lution or vote shall be in force if it is not returned by the

mayor within ten days after it has been presented to him.

Section 34. The mayor shall cause to be kept a record
f^^^f^^.^^^g_ ^^

of all his official acts, and for that purpose and to aid him
{^Jf^j*'^^^^?

^^

in his official duties he may, with the confirmation of the

board of aldermen, appoint one or more clerks whose com-
pensation shall be fixed by the board.

Section 35. The mayor shall cause to be made to him Estimates of

in the month of January of each year by the heads of
^^vensas.-

departments, and by all other officers and boards having



350 Acts, 1904— Chap. 389.

Detailed state-

ments of
reeeipts and
expenditures,
etc., to be
made and
published.

Mayor may
cause books
and accounts
of depart-
ments, etc., to
be examined.

Administra-
tive officers.

authority to expend money, detailed estimates of the

amounts deemed bj them to be necessaiy for their re-

spective departments for the financial year ; and he shall,

not later than the first Monday in March, transmit such

estimates to the board of aldermen, recommending such

appropriations for each department or purpose as he shall

deem necessary therefor.

Section 36. The mayor shall annually require all

boards and officers intrusted with the receipt and ex-

penditure of public money and with the care and custody

of public property to make particular and detailed state-

ments thereof, and shall cause such statements to be pub-

lished for the information of the citizens.

Section 37. The mayor may at any time appoint a

suitable person or persons to examine, without notice, the

books and accounts of any department, officer or employee
of the city.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS.

Section 38. There shall be the following administra-

tive officers, Avho shall perform the duties by law prescribed

for them respectively, and such further duties not incon-

sistent with the nature of their respective offices and with

general laws as the l)oard of aldermen may prescribe.

First. A city treasurer.

Second. A collector of taxes.

Third. A city clerk.

A city auditor.

A city solicitor.

A city physician.

A board of assessors, to consist of three

Fourth.

Fifth.

Sixth.

Seventh
persons.

Eighth.

Ninth.

Tenth.

Assessors,
election, terms,
etc.

A commissioner of public works.

A superintendent of the poor.

A board of health, to consist of three mem-
bers ; one member at least of such board to be a doctor

of medicine.

Section 39. At the first municipal election held under

this act one assessor shall be elected to serve for the three

municipal years, one for the two municipal years and one

for the municipal year next ensuing, and thereafter one

assessor shall be elected at each municipal election to serve

for the three municipal years next ensuing and until his

successor is elected and qualified. At the first municipal
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election held under this act, there .shall be elected a city city clerk,

clerk and a cit}' treasurer to serve for the term of three ri»iuor'':m<i

years, a collector of taxes to serve for the term of two taxes,%''.'tiyn,

years, and a city auditor to serve for the term of one year, t'^'i"i«- ftc

from the lirst Monday in ]Marcli next ensuing ; and there-

after such of these officers Avhose term of office shall ex-

pire on the fii'st Monday of the following March, shall be
elected at each munit'i})al election to serve for the three

years next ensuing, after the expiration of such term.

The term of office of all such officers shall begin on the

first Monday in March next after their election and they

shall continue in office until the election and qualification

of their successors unless sooner removed by due process

of law. Vacancies in such offices shall be filled by ap- vacancies.

})()intment of the mayor, except as hereinafter provided,

the officers so appointed to continue in office until the

beginning of the next municipal year, or until the vacancy
is filled at an election as hereinafter provided. If a vacancy
in any such office shall occur prior to the time nominations

may be made for the following municipal election, or any
special election held for the election of mayor or a member
of the board of aldermen, as herein provided, the board of

aldermen shall declare a vacancy to exist and thereupon
shall cause a new election to be held to fill the same at

the time of such municipal or special election. The per-

son so elected shall at once be sworn and shall enter upon
the duties of the office, and shall hold the office for the

unexpired term.

Section 40. The mayor shall appoint in January of Members of

each year one member of the board of health to serve for iieaith, ap.

the term of three years from the first Monday in March
p''^'^*™^'^*'

next ensuing and until his successor is appointed. The
present members of the board of health of the city shall,

unless sooner removed, continue to hold office for the

terms for which they were severally elected.

Sectiox 41. The mavor, in Januarv of each year, shall city solicitor
> ' . "

. ;'
'

,
ana coniniis-

appomt, subject to the confirmation or reiection ot the sionerofpub.
. . . . . lie works ap-

l)oard of aldermen, a city solicitor, and a commissioner of pointment, etc.

public works, each to serve for the term of one year from
the first ]\londay in March next ensuing or until his suc-

cessor is appointed.

Section 42. The mayor, in January after the first
f^tPof'^jf^'^"

municipal election held under this act, and in January in poor, appoint-

every third year thereafter, shall appoint, suljject to the
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confirmation or rejection of the board of aldermen, a super-

intendent of the poor, to serve for tiie term of tln-ee years

from the first Monday in March next ensuing or until his

successor is appointed. The superintendent of the poor
shall have the powers and perform the duties of overseers

of the poor.

Section 43. When an appointment is to be made by
the mayor subject to confirmation or rejection by the board

of aldermen, if the person nominated is rejected, the ma3^or

may once renew such nomination ; and if the nomination

is rejected again, he shall thereafter make another and dif-

ferent nomination, and if the second person so nominated

is rejected, he shall thereafter make another and different

nomination ; and if the third person is also rejected, the

nominee who has received the largest number of votes for

confirmation by the board of aldermen shall be deemed to

be appointed to such office, and thereupon shall be sworn
and shall enter upon the duties of such office as though
confirmed by a majority of the board of aldermen. No
nomination by the mayor as herein provided shall be made
for the same office within one week of a prior nomination

for the same office.

Within one week after any nomination is so made the

board of aldermen shall vote thereon, and if the board fails

so to do, or if there be no votes in the affirmative in any
case, then the person first so nominated, or, if two or more
persons receive the same and largest number of votes for

confirmation, the person first nominated receiving such

vote shall be deemed to be appointed to such office and
thereupon shall be sworn and shall enter upon the duties

of the office as though confirmed by a majority of the board

of aldermen.

Section 44. It shall be the dut}^ of the mayor to ap-

point in January of each municipal year all the officers for

whose appointment or election no provision is otherwise

made herein, and all those for whom provision shall here-

after be made as herein1)efore provided, and their terms of

ofiice shall begin on the first Monday in March and shall

continue for one year or for such other period as the board

of aldermen shall by ordinance in any case provide. Every
administrative officer shall, unless sooner removed, hold

office until his successor is ap})ointed and (lualified.

Section 45. Any administrative officer elected by the

qualified voters of the city, may be removed by the maj^or,
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with the coiu'uiTonce of the board of alderincii, after hear-

ing, for cause in their opinion sutfic-icnt.

Section 46. Any administrative officer appointed by Romovaiof

the mayor except the officers and members of the police admhi'lstrative

force and the officers and members of the tire de})artment o""'^''"'*-

may be removed by the mayor upon cliarges in writing

preferred against him, after a public hearing thereon, at

which hearing the officer may api)ear and be represented

by counsel and witnesses may be heard and examined.

After such hearing if it ap})ears to the mayor that the

public service requires thi^ removal of such officer he shall

file an order therefor in the office of the city clerk, stating

the grounds for removal, and a copy thereof shall be served

upon the officer removed, either personally or at his last

or usual place of residence, and the removal shall take

etiect upon the filing of such order with the city clerk.

The city clerk shall keep such order on file and subject to

public inspection.

Sectiox 47. The mayor may summon witnesses to witnesses may

attend and testify and produce books and papers at any i^^summoned,

hearing before him for the removal of any officer whom
by law he may remove ; and such witnesses shall be sum-
moned in the same manner, be paid the same fees and be

subject to the same penalties for default as witnesses before

a police, district or municipal court. The mayor may
administer oaths to witnesses at such hearings.

Section 48. The several administrative boards and Epipioyment.
. . . ot labor,

officers havinsr charg-e of deimrtments shall, -within their making of
coiitr'icts etc

respective departments, employ all labor, make and exe-

cute all necessary contracts, purchase all materials and
supplies, have charge of the construction, alteration and
repair of all public buildings and works, have the entire

care, custody and management of all public works, insti-

tutions, buildings and other property, and shall in general

have the immediate direction and control of all executive

and administrative business ; and they shall at all times

be accountable for the proper discharge of their duties to

the mayor as the chief executive officer of the city.

Section 49. The administrative boards and officers Appointment,

specified in section thirty-eight, and every administi'ative of subordinate

board and officer hereafter established by the board of °^\*^"'' '^^''''•

aldermen and having charge of a department, shall have

the power except as otherwise provided herein, to appoint

and employ and to discharge and remove all subordinate
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officers, clerks and assistants in their respective depart-

ments ; and they shall keep a record, open to public inspec-

tion, of all persons so appointed and employed and of all

discharged and removed, and, in case of discharge and
removal, of the grounds therefor.

S;rtaln^nfOT-^^ SECTION 50. Evcr}^ administrative board, through its

recuest'^^°°
chairman, and every officer having charge of a department,

shall, at the request of the board of aldermen, appear before
it and give such information as it may require, in relation

to any matter, act or tiling connected with the discharge

of the duties of such board or office : and when requested

to appear the officer who appears shall have the right to

speak upon all matters under consideration relating to his

department.
Administrative SECTION 51. All administrative officers shall be sworn
oflicers to i)e

sworn, etc. to thc faithful discharge of their respective duties, and cer-

tificates of their oaths shall be made and kept in the office

of the city clerk ; and all such boards and other officers

shall keep a record of their official transactions, and such
record shall be open to pul)lic inspection.

Certain officers SECTION 52. TIic Iward of aldcrmcn shall require the
to give bonils, i

etc. city treasurer, collector of taxes, the city auditor, the

superintendent of poor, and such other officers as are

intrusted with the receipt, care or disbursement of money
to give bonds with such security as it shall deem proper,

for the faithful discharge of their respective duties,

of'pubuc^^^'^^ Section 53. The commissioner of public works shall
"*^'oj^8, powers havc the powers of a surveyor of highways and of a tree
and duties.

^ h i i n i iwarden of a town, and shall be the general superintendent

of the water works, sewers and other public works, and
shall have such other powers and duties as the board of

aldermen may by ordinance determine.

andr^^afr*^(?f
Section 54. The comiulssioner of public works shall

sidewaiiis, etc. have authority to determine the width and material, includ-

ing the curbstone, of all sidewalks on the public streets

and ways of the city, having due reference to the estab-

lished gTades of said streets and ways ; and to construct,

reconstruct and repair such sidewalks, in accordance with

such determination. Upon the completion ofany sidewalk

by said commissioner, or upon the completion of the re-

construction or repair of any sidewalk, said commissioner
shall ascertain, determine and certify to the assessors of

taxes the whole expense of such making, reconstruction or

repair. If in the opinion of the assessors of taxes any land
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reoeivos a bonolit or advantage tlierefroni beyond the gen- Assessment of

eral advantage to all land in the cit}^ the assessors shall
^\^;^*'^""'^»t**'

determine the value of such benefit or advantage to such
land, and assess upon tlie same, unless it be b}' law exempt
from taxation, a i)r()portional share of the cost of such
making, reconstruction <)rre})air, whether such laud abuts

upon such sidewalks or not ; but no such assessment shall

exceed one half the amount of such adjudged benefit or

advantage. The assessors shall have the auth'ority given Diimages.

by law to the selectmen or road commissioners of towns to

adjudicate upon the question of damages sustained by an
owner of land adjoining such sidewalk, by reason of the

construction, reconstruction or repair thereof.

Sectiox 55. All assessments so made by said assessors Assessments

shall constitute a lien on the real estate assessed, for two neu^ete!*"**^
'^

years from the time of the assessment, and for one year
after the final determination of any suit or proceeding in

which the amount or validity of such assessment shall be
drawn in question. Every such assessment shall be re-

corded in books to be kept for that purpose, and a list

thereof shall be committed by the assessors for collection

to the collector of taxes. The collector shall forthwith collection of

publish said list once each week for tlii'ee successive weeks etc.

in some newspaper published in the city, and shall, on or

before the day of last publication thereof, demand pay-
ment of the same of the owner or occujiant of the land

assessed, if known to him and within his precinct. If any
such assessment shall not be paid within three months
from the last publication of said list he shall levy the

same, with incidental costs and expenses, by sale of the

land, such sales to be conducted in the same manner as

sales of land for non-payment of taxes ; and in making
such sales the collector, the city and its officers, shall have
all the powers and privileges conferred by the general

laws of the Commonwealth upon collectors of taxes, and
upon cities and towns and their officers, relating to sales

of land for the non-payment of taxes.

Section 56. Every assessment made by the assessors Reassessments

which is invalid by reason of any error or irregularity in "nVertain"*^''

the assessment, and which has not been paid, or which has *^''ses, etc.

been recovered back, or which has been enforced by an

invalid sale, may be reassessed by the assessors for the

time being, to the just amount for which and upon the

land upon which such assessment ought at first to have
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been assessed : and the assessment thus reassessed shall

be payable, and shall be collected and enforced, in the

same manner as other assessments.

FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS AND DUTIES OF THE AUDITOR.

i^nfjtTOUei^for
Section 57. The auditor, in addition to performing-

city, etr. such other duties as may be prescribed by law and the

ordinances of the board of aldermen, shall be comptroller

for the city. The auditor shall once in every two weeks
cause a list of all claims and payments which have been

presented to hhii during that time for audit to be printed

and numbered, showing the dates and amounts of claims

I

or payments, the natm-e thereof, and the persons to whom
payments have been made or are to be made, and co})ies

thereof shall be distributed to the mayor, to each member
of the board of aldermen, to the head of each department

and to every taxpayer making demand therefor. He shall

make monthly statements in writing to the mayor and the

board of aldermen of the financial transactions in his oiEce

in such detail as the board of aldermen may require. A
list of all bonds issued by the city shall be kept in the

auditor's office and shall be open to the inspection of any
citizen, and all bonds paid by the treasurer shall be pre-

sented to the auditor for cancellation. The auditor shall

keep an account between the city and the treasurer and he

shall procure monthly from the banks in which the city's

• funds are deposited a certified statement of the city treas-

urer's balance, and he shall examine the treasurer's book
accounts and ascertain as to their correctness, and report

To publish on the same monthly to the board of aldermen. The
finaScon- auditor shall on or before the first Monday in March in

dtj% etc!
^'^'^ each year publish in book or pamphlet form, verified by

his oath or affirmation, a full and accurate statement of

the financial condition of the city, showing the amounts
of receipts and expenditures since the last annual report,

the sources from which the funds have been derived, and
for what purposes they were expended. Such pul)lication

shall be accompanied by a statement in detail in separate

columns showing the several funds belonging to the city,

the amounts drawn on each fund and its present condition
;

and showing also the several funded debts and temporaiy

loans of the city, when the same are payable, and the rate

of interest of each ; and the auditor shall file a copy of
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every such statonunit in the ollicc of the city clerk. Th(^,

auditor shall permit no nioiiey to be drawn or expended
for which there is no appropriation or which is in excess

of any appropriation.

Section ")8. All purchases and contracts in behalf of I'lu-cuascs an.i

.
' contracts.

the City sliall be made ui)on or accompanied l)y orders
sio-ned by the officer in authority in the department for

which the purchase or contract is made and by the auditor,

and if any purchase or contract involves an amount ex-

ceeding- one hundred dollars, tluMi said order or contract

shall also be signed by the mayor.
Section 59. No administrative board or officer shall Requisitions,

ortiGrs etc.

make purchases or contract any indebtedness in behalf of
the city, except on re(|uisitions draAvn upon the auditor.

p]ach department shall have books of such requisition

blanks, made in duplicate and numbered consecutively,

the original to remain in the department book and the

duplicate to be transmitted to the city auditor. The
auditor, upon receipt of said requisitions, shall draw
the orders upon blanks provided therefor; said blanks to

be bound in book form, made in duplicate, num1)ered
consecutively and bearing the requisition number thereon.

Both the order and requisition shall state the department
from which they issue, the ap})r()priation to which the

expenditure is to be charged, the person or persons from
whom the purchase is to be made, the item or items
wanted, amount and price of each, terms and cash dis-

counts. The original order shall remain in the auditor's

office and the duplicate shall be transmitted to the person
or persons upon whom it is draw^n, signed by the officer

in authority in the department for which the purchase is

made and by the auditor or mayor, or both, as herein-

before required. No warrant for the payment of orders
shall be drawn by the auditor unless the original order
and duplicate requisition therefor are on file in the auditor's

office, previously filled out and signed as above required,

except that no requisition shall be required for the pay-
ment of officers' salaries, interest, promissory notes, bonded
indebtedness, judgments and state aid.

Section 60. No sum appropriated for a specific pur- sums appro-

pose shall be expended frjr any other pur})ose, and no ex- specmcimr'^

penditure shall be made and no liability incurred by or in ^xplnded"or
behalf of the citv until the board of aldermen has dulv "ny other

1 ; . ,^, . , . ' purpose, etc.

voted an appropriation sumcient to meet such expenditure
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or liabilit}', together Avith all prior liabilities which are

payable therefrom, except that after the expiration of the

financial year and Ijefore the making of the regular annual

appropriations liabilities payable out of a regular appro-

priation may be incurred to an amount not exceeding one

fourth of the total of the appropriation made for similar

purposes in the preceding year.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

School commit
tee, election,
terms, etc.

Vacancy, etc.

Section fil. The school committee shall consist of the

mayor, ex officio, who shall be chairman of the board, and

fourteen other persons, inhabitants of the city, of whom
two shall be elected by ballot from each ward by the

qualified voters in the ward. The present members of the

school committee of the city shall continue to hold office

for the terms for which the}^ were severally elected, and

at each municipal election hereafter held there shall l)e

chosen members to hold the office for the term of three

years, as successors of and from the same wards as those

whose term of office expires at the expiration of that

municipal year. Any vacancy occurring in said com-

mittee may be filled for the remainder of the municipal

year by the joint ballot of the board of aldermen and the

school committee in convention ; and for the unexpired

term thereafter shall be filled at the first municipal elec-

tion after such vacancy occurs. The members of the

committee shall serve without compensation. The com-

mittee shall annually elect one of their number as chair-

To appoint one man, to serve in the absence of the mayor. The committee

attend meet- shall annually appoint one of their number to attend the

meetings of the board of aldermen, and he shall be entitled

to a seat Avith the board of aldermen and shall have the

right to discuss all matters relating to the school commit-

tee, but without the right to vote. He shall be notified

in the same manner as members of the lioard of aldermen

To appoint a of all Special meetings of said board. Said committee

lupCTTnte'udent sliall annually appoint a secretary, one of their number,
of schools, etc.

^^,j^Q shall 1)6 under their direction and control. They
shall annually appoint, but not of their own number, a

superintendent of schools. The eoinmittee shall fix the

salaries of such secretary and superintendent and may re-

move them for sufficient cause.

ings of board
of aldermen,
etc.



Acts, 1904.— Chap. 389. 359

POLICE DEPARTMENT.

Section ()2. The mayor .shall a})point, .subject to the Police

confirinatioii or rejection of the board of aldermen, a city '^'^i"*'''^'"^"^-

marshal or chief of police, and such number of other police

otKrcrs and constables as the board of aldermen shall deter-

mine. Tlu^ chief of police and all other police otKcer.s shall

hold ofhce during good behavior and until removed by
the mayor, with the concurrence of the board of aldermen,
after hearing, for cause in their opinion sufficient. The
board of aldermen may require any person who may be
appointed a chief of police or constable to give bonds, with
such security and to such an amount as it may deem
reasonable and proper, for the faithful discharge of the

duties of the office, upon which bond like proceedings and
remedies nmy be had as are by law provided in case of
constables' bonds taken by the selectmen of towns. The
compen.sation of the police and other .subordinate officers

shall be fixed by ordinance.

fire department.

Section n.3. The board of aldermen may establish a Fire

fire department, to consist of a chief engineer and of as ^^^'i'-'^''^'"*'"*-

many assistant engineers, enginemen, hosemen, hook and
ladder men and assistants as the board of aldermen by
ordinance .shall from time to time prescribe ; and the board
shall liave authority to fix the time of their appointment,
to define their duties, and in General to make such reofula-

tions concerning the pay, conduct and government of such
department, the management of fires and the conduct of
persons attending fires, as it may deem ex})edient, and
may fix such penalties for violation of any such regulations

as are provided for the breach of the ordinances of the

city. The mayor shall appoint subject to the confirma-

tion or rejection of the board of aldermen all the officers

and members of such department.
Section 64. The officers and members of the fii-e Terms of

department shall hold office during good behavior and *'^^*^'^'

until removed by the mayor, with the concurrence of the

board of aldermen, after hearing, for cause in their opinion
sufficient.
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Firewards,
appointment,
etc.

Board or com-
mission may
1)6 appointed,
etc.

Section 65. The engineers so appointed shall bo the

fireAvards of the city, but the mayor and aldermen may
appoint additional firewards. The compensation of the

officers and members of the department shall be fixed by
ordinance. The powers and duties herein conferred and

imposed upon the mayor and aldermen in relation to the

establishment and maintenance of a fire department may,

if the board of aldermen so determine, be exercised and

carried into effect wholly or in part through the agency

of a board or commission which it may from time to

time designate, and with such limitations of power as the

board of aldermen may by ordinance direct. The mem-
bers of any such board or commission shall serve without

compensation

,

Certain officers
to meet with
ma^-or
monthly, etc.

Offices to

become vacant
in certain
cases.

Compensation
of city officers

to be estab-
lished by
ordinance, etc.

Certain per-
sons to hold
office until
organization
of city govern-
ment, etc.

Certain per-
sons to con-
tinue in office,

etc.

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Section GC). The several administrative officers and

the chairmen of the several boards shall meet together with

the mayor once in each month for consultation upon the

affairs of the cit3^ The mayor shall preside at such meet-

ings and such officers shall, whenever called upon by the

mayor, furnish such information relative to their respective

departments as he may require.

Section 67. Any office established by or under this

act shall become vacant if the incumbent thereof ceases to

be a resident of the city or shall be convicted of a crime

punishable by imprisonment.

Section ()S. The l)oard of aldermen shall estal>lish by
ordinance the salary or compensation of all city officers,

but after the first municipal year no ordinance changing

any such salary or compensation shall take effect until the

municipal year succeeding that in which the ordinance is

passed.

Section 69. All persons holding office in the city at

the time when this act takes effect and becomes of force

therein, as herein provided, shall continue to hold such

offices until the organization of the city government as

hereby authorized shall be effected and until their respec-

tive successors shall l)e chosen and qualified or until the

officer or board succeeding to their duties shall be chosen

and qualified. Officers and memlxTS of the police and fire

departments at the time when this act takes effect shall

continue to hold their respective offices notwithstanding

the acceptance of this act, but subject to its provisions.
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Section 70. All general laws in force in the city of
,?ou^Ju'iJ'in

^ ^"^

Pittsfield, and all special laws heretofore ])assed with ref- for««-

erence to the t'ity and to the town of Pittsfield and in force

in the city at the time of the j)assaire of this act shall, until

altered, amended or repealed, continue in force in the

city of Pittsfield, so far as the same are not inconsistent

herewith.

Section 71. All special laws heretofore passed con- certain special

cernino- the fire district in the town of Pittsfield and in t'lnue in force,

force in the city at the time of the passage of this act, so
^

tar as the same are not inconsistent herewith, shall con-

tinue in force in the city of Pittsfield until altered, amended
or repealed.

Section 72. The provisions of this act so far as the^^ Tobecon.

are the same as those of chapter three hundred and two continuance of

of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-five " >•>-. et-

shall be construed as a continuance of the provisions of

said chapter, and the provisions of said chapter not con-

tained herein and of all other acts and parts of acts incon-

sistent herewith are hereby repealed : jjrovided, that such Provisos.

repeal shall not revive a law heretofore repealed or super-

seded, nor an ofHce heretofore abolished ; and provided,

that such repeal shall not affect any act done, ratified or

confirmed, or any right accrued or established, or any
action, suit or proceeding commenced or had in a civil case,

before the repeal takes effect ; or any liability, penalty or

forfeiture incurred.

Section 73. The question of the acceptance of this act
,^"|^"aSc^*to

shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the city of 'je submitted to
voters cit

Pittsfield at the annual state election in the present year, annual state

The vote shall be taken by ballot in accordance with the

provisions of chapter eleven of the Revised Laws and of

acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto, so fiir

as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the question :

— Shall an act passed by the general court in the year

nineteen hundred and four, entitled " An Act to revise

the charter of the city of Pittsfield ", be accepted ? and the

aiErmative votes of a majority voting thereon shall be re-

quired for its acceptance. If so accepted so much thereof
g^gct'^

*° ^'''^^

as relates to elections hereunder shall apply to the annual

municipal election which shall be held on the third Tuesday
in December in the year nineteen hundred and four, and

this act shall take full effect on the first ^Monday in January

next ensuing.

.
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If not accepted
to be sub-
mitted again at aiinual
annual state
election in the
year 1905, etc.

Wlien to take
efiect.

Section 74. If this act should not ])e accepted at said

state election it shall l)e submitted again in like

manner to said voters at the annual state election in the

year nineteen hundred and five. If then accepted, so

much thereof as relates to elections hereunder shall apply

to the annual municipal election which shall be held on the

third Tuesday in December in the year nineteen hundred

and five, and this act shall take full effect on the first

Monday in January next ensuing.

Section 75. So much of this act as authorizes its sub-

mission to the legal voters of the city shall take effect

upon its passage, but it shall not take further effect unless

accepted as herein prescribed. Approved May 31, 1904.

Tiie Roman
Catholic
Bishop of Fall
River incorpo-
rated.

Vacancy, etc.

Chap.S90 An Act to incorporate the roman catholic bishop of fall

RIVER AND HIS SUCCESSORS A CORPORATION SOLE, TO HOLD

AND MANAGE CERTAIN PROPERTY FOR RELIGIOUS AND CHARI-

TABLE PURPOSES.

Be it enacted, etc. , as folloivs

:

Section 1. The present Roman Catholic bishop of the

diocese of Fall River and his successors in office are hereljy

made a body politic and corporation sole, under the name
of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Fall River, and by that

name the said bishop and his successors in office shall be

known, and shall hereafter have succession, with all the

powers, rights and privileges conferred, and subject to all

the liabilities and limitations im})osed, by the Revised

Laws. In the event of a vacancy in the office of bishop,

owing to the death of an incumbent, or in case any bishop

in said office becomes incapacitated from performing his

duties therein, then the person regularly appointed ad-

ministrator of said diocese shall, while his appointment as

such administrator continues, have the powers and perform

the duties conferred or imposed by this act upon the

Roman Catholic bisho}) of said diocese ; but no person shall

succeed to, or have, enjoy or administer any of the rights,

privileges, powers or franchises herein granted or provided

for, who is not a citizen of the United States of America.

Section 2. The said corporation is empowered to take,

by sale, gift, lease, devise or otherwise, and to hold, real

and personal estate of every description, for religious,

charitable and burial purposes, and to manage and dispose

of the same for the reliuious and charitable purposes of the

Successors,
etc., to be
citizens of the
United States.

May take and
hold real and
personal
estate, etc.


