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MINUTES --DRAFT 

  

Members of the Committee/Board Present: 

Elizabeth Childs, Board Member 

Joan Wasser Gish, Board Member/Policy and Research Committee Chair 

  

EEC Staff Present: 

Liz Belsito, Race to the Top Project Director 

Sean Faherty, Chief of Staff 

Whitney Henderson, Home Visiting and Community Engagement Analyst 

David McGrath, Deputy Commissioner for Field Operations 

Carol Nolan, Director of Policy 

Chau Ly, Program Manager for Statewide and Community Supports 

Chris Pond, Educator Provider Support Specialist 

Carmel Sullivan, General Counsel 

Tom Weber, Commissioner 

Tom Weierman, Assistant General Counsel 

  

Members of the Public Present: 

Amy O'Leary, Campaign Director, Strategies For Children 

Laura Healy, Research and Field Associate, Strategies For Children 

Pam Kuechler, Executive Director, Massachusetts Head Start Association 

  

The meeting was called to order at 10:06am 

  

Disclosures:  

There were no disclosures. 

  

Minutes:  

Minutes from the May 5, 2014 and June 2, 2014 meeting were reviewed and approved. 

 

  

Agenda Items for Discussion: 

  

1) Proposed amendments to Residential Program Regulations on Physical Restraint (102 CMR 3.00) 

  

David McGrath and Tom Weierman presented on the proposed changes to the Residential Program 

Regulations on Physical Restraint. There are technical regulatory changes made to comply with current 

laws, policies and existing nomenclature. The substantive  regulatory changes were made to improve 



 

alignment with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE) definitions of consent, 

medication restraint, mechanical restraint, prone restraint and seclusion.  Other substantive changes 

include the requirement to provide all parents/guardians with written policies and procedures; eliminating 

the ability of EEC to grant variance to the implementation of any restraint method; a implementing a 

restraint timeline of 48 hours; prohibiting the use of prone restraints in all residential settings; mandating 

parental involvement if restraint is used; and returning children to the group setting as soon as possible 

after a restraint.    

  

There were questions about the process for the proposed changes and clarifying the definitions of 

restraint.  There was discussion about the population of children who receive restraints, programs and 

states that have eliminated prone restraint and feedback received from providers and trade associations on 

the proposed changes.   

  

Next steps include notification of the proposed regulations in September and public hearings in October.   

  

2) Preschool Expansion Grant 

  

Carol Nolan presented an overview of the Federal Preschool Expansion Grant opportunity to increase the 

state's ability to provide greater access to high quality care for 4 year old children from low and moderate 

income families.  EEC will pursue the grant opportunity and has already begun the process to prepare for 

the application.  Strategies For Children and the Massachusetts Head Start Association are interested in 

helping EEC with the grant application.   

  

There was discussion about how the Preschool Expansion Grant would strengthen the state's early 

education policy agenda and move it to a new level. Massachusetts is well positioned for this grant given 

the groundwork that has been laid.  Even though Massachusetts has funding for a Universal Pre-

Kindergarten (UPK) program, it is limited in scale and does not fund all preschool programs across the 

state.  The state's Kindergarten 1 (K1) Grant Program provides a building block for the Federal Preschool 

Expansion Grant. 

  

Another issue discussed was the definition of a high needs communities and the importance of identifying 

communities with strong local leadership who are currently doing innovative work.  The communities 

participating in the Massachusetts Kindergarten Entry Assessment (MKEA) and the Birth through Grade 

3 grant program could be good places to invest in if the state receives the Preschool Expansion Grant. 

  

Next steps include selecting a vendor to write the grant application and doing preparations for the 

application process.  

  

3) K1 Classroom Grant Program 

                                           

Sean Faherty presented on the Kindergarten 1 (K1) Grant Program which provides $1 million to create 

more Pre-Kindergarten classrooms through collaborations between districts and private providers and 

community organizations.  

  

Questions raised during the discussion include the timing of when and where the K1 Grant funds would 

be distributed, and how best to invest the funds in programs to ensure the highest return on investment. 

  

There was discussion about how the K1 Grant provides an opportunity to define what preschool could 

look like and further improve program quality through the QRIS system.  This grant could be used as a 

demonstration project on the positive impact of comprehensive high quality early education and the 

collaboration between the public schools and community based programs. 



 

  

There was also discussion on low performing school districts (Level 4, Level 5) and concern about the 

lack of quality early learning experiences for children in those districts.  It highlights the importance of 

identifying communities or programs with strong early education leadership that have the ability to 

implement high quality preschool classrooms in a timely manner.  

  

Next steps include continuing conversations with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

and drafting grant application requirements. 

  

4) RTT-ELC Grant Update 

  

Liz Belsito provided an update on the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant.  She spoke about 

the grant's budget status, the Federal policy for a no-cost extension, and recent accomplishments of 

various Race to the Top projects.  

  

There were questions about the spend down rate of the budget, spending plans for the remainder of the 

grant and the no-cost extension guidelines. 

  

There was a request from EEC Board Member Joni Block for expenditure and sustainability information 

of all the Race to the Top projects in order to track progress.  EEC Board Member Beth Childs suggested 

creating a template similar to the one used to track AARA funding.   

  

Next steps include creating a tool to track Race to the Top project spending and sustainability. 

  

5) Additional Items 

  

Policy and Research Committee Chair Joan Wasser Gish thanked Gwen Alexander for her service on the 

committee and welcomed Carol Nolan and Chau Ly as the new EEC staff liaisons to the committee. 

  

In the future, Policy and Research Committee meetings will be 2 hours. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:50am. 

                 

Next Meeting:  

October 6, 2014 

10:00am - 12:00pm 

EEC Conference Room #1   

  

Note: The September Policy and Research Committee meeting is being held on the 2nd Monday of the 

month due to the Labor Day Holiday 

 


