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We Get By ... With a Little Help from Our FRIENDS! 

Happy October and National Friends of Libraries Week!

If you would like 
to join the Friends

Please make check payable to the 
State Library of Massachusetts 

and send along with this form to:

Friends of the State Library of 
Massachusetts

341 State House
Boston, MA 02133

Friend $25_____

Senior $10_____

Business $500_____

Other $________

Please Join Us on 
Thursday, October 19 from
 Noon to 1 p.m. in the State 

Library, Main Reading 
Room, Room 341 State 

House for our Next Author 
Talk by:

 Steven A. Rosenberg 
on his book:

 Middle Class Heroes: 
Voices from Boston's 

Suburbs

Please sign up
 HERE

September’s Author Talk with Larry Tye

Celebrating 191 years
 1826-2017

Don’t Forget About our Adopt-a-Book Page with all the Available
 Adoptees on our Library Website OR email us at:
Friends.StateLibrary @state.ma.us for more info! 

October 15-21, 2017 is the 12th 
annual National Friends of 
Libraries Week and the Friends 
of the State Library are also 
celebrating the 2nd 
anniversary of the Friends 
group “revival” as well as the 
2nd “birthday” of the Friends 
NewsBrief!

If we aren’t already, let’s be 
Friends! With our on-going 
exhibits, tours, author series, 
and other events, we are 
working hard to offer you 
high-quality and interesting 
programming and resources. 
As a Friend of the Library, you 
will have the satisfaction 
knowing that your efforts and 
financial support are going 

towards bettering our library 
through purchasing new 
equipment, enhancing our 
print and/or electronic 
collections, improving our 
space, or helping fund a new 
preservation project.  

Speaking of our “space” it is 
hard to believe that it has been 
already three years since our 
top to bottom renovation 
“makeover” that brought us 
back to our original paint 
scheme and colors of greens, 
ochres, and terra cottas. 

Library users and visitors 
alike continue to marvel at the 
stunning stained glass 
windows in rooms 341 and 
442 of the State Library. The 
stained glass was planned and 
designed by Charles Brigham, 
the architect of the 
construction of the 1895 State 
House extension. The painting 
and decorating firm of Lewis 
F.Perry completed the stained 
glass work using Brigham’s
designs. 

In addition to creating the 
stained glass windows, Perry’s 
firm also painted the 

decorative ceiling in the 
library.

Although the ceiling was 
painted over in 1964, the 
original paint colors are still 
visible in one small section of 
the ceiling located above the 
library’s mezzanine (picture of 
the area below).  “When is  the 
ceiling going to be restored” is 
one of the most frequent 
questions we get here at the 
Library and we definitely hope 
it will be also restored to its 
original glory like the rest of 
our beautiful space. 

The State Library is the 
Commonwealth’s citizen’s 
library so please join us in 
person or online on our newly 
redesigned website! 

The Library’s Author Talk Series kicked off on Sept. 12 with Larry 
Tye on his book, Bobby Kennedy: the Making of a Liberal 
Icon. A New York Times bestseller, Bobby Kennedy explores 
the life of Robert F. Kennedy and his transformation from “cold 
warrior to fiery leftist.” Tye’s well-researched biography drew on 
unpublished memoirs and personal papers, unreleased govern-
ment files, and hundreds of interviews with close associates and 
family members of RFK, including his widow Ethel and his aide 
John Seigenthaler. In fact, if you missed the talk, be sure to pick 
up the book to get ready for the Hulu miniseries coming soon 
that will star Chris Pine as Bobby. 
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