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Baker-Polito Administration Highlights Ongoing Efforts to 

Close Broadband Connectivity Gap 

  

Lieutenant Governor participates in roundtable discussions about progress in 
closing connectivity gap in 20 towns throughout Western Massachusetts 

  

WASHINGTON, BECKET, TYRINGHAM, MA – September 26, 2017 – Today Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn Polito and state officials joined residents and local officials in Western Massachusetts to 
discuss the state’s ongoing efforts to bring high-speed, broadband service to unserved towns. 
The Baker-Polito Administration convened roundtable discussions in Washington, Becket and 
Tyringham, which recently received funding to pursue new broadband projects. Since the 
inception of the Last Mile Infrastructure Grant Program in March, 20 towns, representing over 
12,000 homes and businesses, have been awarded over $17 million in funding. 
  
These roundtables are part of the Baker-Polito Administration’s commitment to accelerating 
the pace of projects that will close the broadband connectivity gap in towns across the 
Commonwealth. This summer, Tyringham reached an agreement with Charter Communications 
and four other towns to bring broadband service to the region. In June, Washington and Becket 
received funds to pursue municipally-built broadband networks.  
  
“We are thrilled to see these towns using more flexible resources to build momentum toward 
locally-driven broadband connectivity solutions,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Increasing 
access to high-speed internet is important for families, students and businesses in today’s 
economy, and we will continue to work diligently with our municipal partners to ensure 
successful outcomes.” 

  
“I want to congratulate municipal leaders in Berkshire County who are working tirelessly to 
advocate for broadband connectivity and infrastructure projects,” said Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito. “We are proud of the progress our Last Mile leadership team continues to make in 
connecting resources to communities pursuing these important efforts.” 
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“We continue to work closely with our local partners to track the progress of our new Last Mile 
implementation framework, and ensure communities are able to move forward on projects 
quickly,” said Deputy Secretary of Housing and Economic Development, Carolyn Kirk. “These 
ongoing efforts are reflective of our belief that communities understand their needs best, and 
our role as partners is to provide the resources and technical assistance necessary to match 
those needs.” 

  
“When I was brought on board as part of the relaunch of the Last Mile program, the 
Administration’s goal was to provide towns a set of options to close the connectivity gap, to 
release the backlog of projects,” said Peter Larkin, Board Chair of the Massachusetts 
Broadband Institute. “The programs that we’ve rolled out since then have helped advance 
municipal-led projects and public/private partnerships, projects which are moving forward 
today. It’s exciting to see that progress, to have utility trucks rolling into towns, and to be on 
the cusp of citizens receiving the broadband connections that they’ve waited so long for.”  
  
The Last Mile Infrastructure Grant Program now awards towns funding for both professional 
services and municipal construction, allocations formulated under the Last Mile Program 
managed by the Massachusetts Broadband Institute (MBI) at MassTech. Previously, 
professional services funds were held back and expended directly by MBI, on behalf of 
unserved communities. Under the new grant program, the Executive Office of Housing and 
Economic Development (EOHED) combines these two allocations into a single award, giving Last 
Mile towns the flexibility to pursue engineering, design and construction solutions for 
municipally-owned networks directly, as they would with other local infrastructure projects. 
  
“I fully endorse the Administration’s efforts to engage our smallest western Mass. communities 
as they face making important decisions on Last Mile connectivity,” said State Senator Adam G. 
Hinds.  “Lt. Governor Polito’s visit to Berkshire County today is welcome and will be much 
appreciated by residents and businesses who have waited long enough for reliable, affordable 
and accessible broadband service.” 

  
“I want to thank Lt. Governor Polito for today’s visit Southern Berkshire County for the Last Mile 
broadband tour,” said Representative Smitty Pignatelli. “The people and businesses of my 
district have been waiting a long time for reliable and affordable broadband service. The 
connectivity broadband provides will be an invaluable asset to the communities I represent.” 

  
The program is modeled on EOHED’s successful MassWorks Infrastructure Program, a flexible, 
competitive grant program that funds local infrastructure projects that unlock economic 
growth. In addition, EOHED and the MBI will continue to assist municipalities that wish to 
partner with private broadband providers, or explore alternative solutions. 
 
The Baker-Polito Administration is committed to significantly increasing broadband access 
under the Last Mile Broadband project. In May 2016, the Baker-Polito Administration 
introduced a new Last Mile leadership team, and a new framework to accelerate 
implementation of broadband projects in unserved or underserved communities by 
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empowering local partners through a more flexible, community-based approach. Since last 
May, the Baker-Polito Administration has supported efforts to expand broadband coverage to 
nine partially served towns, secured contracts with private providers to deliver broadband to 
nine additional towns, supported a range of municipally-driven choices for 25 towns, and 
continue to pursue solutions in partnership with the remaining towns.     
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