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Baker-Polito Administration Celebrates 96 New Mixed-Income 

and Affordable Housing Units in Fitchburg 

  

State infrastructure and housing funds leverage affordable opportunities for 
families and $37 million private downtown development  

 
FITCHBURG, MA – September 28, 2017 – Today, Lt. Governor Karyn Polito and Housing and 
Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash joined Fitchburg Mayor Stephen L. DiNatale, 
WinnDevelopment and MassHousing officials to celebrate the ribbon cutting of Yarn Works 
Apartments, a transformative $37 million private development project leveraged by $10 million 
in state infrastructure funds and affordable housing subsidies to convert a 112-year old yarn 
mill into 96 units of mixed-income housing in downtown Fitchburg. 
 
“Yarn Works is a tremendous achievement for Fitchburg and the region, revitalizing a historic 
mill, and creating affordable, transit-oriented housing options for local residents,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “We are pleased to support projects like these that unlock growth in 
our neighborhoods and downtowns and provide opportunities for Massachusetts families.”  
 
The former home of the Fitchburg Yarn Company features 38-units reserved for low-income 
households; 30-units are designated as workforce housing for middle-income households and 
the remaining 28-units will be rented at market-rate. The workforce housing component will be 
available for families and individuals making between 80-120 percent of Area Median Income 
(AMI). Yarn Works Apartments are also located within the city’s 40R Smart Growth District, and 
are less than a mile from the Fitchburg Commuter Rail Station and Fitchburg State College. 
 

“This celebration is years in the making, and I want to congratulate Fitchburg and 
WinnDevelopment on your efforts and collaboration with our MassWorks infrastructure and 
MassHousing investments,” said Lt. Governor Polito. “Yarn Works is a smart development, 
capitalizing on the need for downtown revitalization and affordable housing near transit and 
educational opportunities in Fitchburg.” 
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In 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration awarded the City of Fitchburg a $3 million MassWorks 
Infrastructure award to support the $37 million Yarn Works Apartments project. The award 
funded necessary roadway improvements, including intersection realignment, bike lanes, water 
infrastructure improvements, new sidewalks, street trees and lighting.  
 
The Department of Housing and Community Development allocated WinnDevelopment over $3 
million in State and Federal Low Income Housing Tax Credits, which created nearly $20 million 
in equity. Additionally, DHCD awarded the project over $2.75 million in direct subsidies, 
MassHousing provided $1.4 million and the City of Fitchburg contributed $250,000 to support 
the mixed-income development 
 
“Yarn Works brings much more to Fitchburg than 96 new housing units,” said Housing and 
Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash. “The location and proximity to transit is critical in 
supporting the housing needs of our workforce and attracting new residents to support small 
businesses in Fitchburg’s downtown.”  
 
“Fitchburg Yarn Lofts is meeting an important need for high-quality apartment living in 
downtown Fitchburg,” said Fitchburg Mayor Stephen L. DiNatale. “There is a reason these 
units leased up so quickly: it speaks to a growing demand for this style of living, and to a rapidly 
improving housing market in the city. Winn has been a great partner in this project, and we 
hope to see many such projects in the future.” 
 
"Today is a perfect example of city, state, and private enterprise coming together to improve 
the quality of life in Fitchburg," said Representative Stephan Hay. 
 
Yarn Works Apartments reflects the Baker-Polito Administration’s efforts to help communities 
leverage multiple state resources to pursue projects that meet local needs. 
 
The administration is committed to a comprehensive strategy to increase housing production 
and preserve existing affordable housing for low and middle income families and residents in 
Massachusetts. In August, the Baker-Polito Administration awarded over $70 million in direct 
funding and more than $28 million in state and federal low income housing tax credits for 
traditional affordable housing production and preservation across the Commonwealth.  
 
The MassWorks Infrastructure Program provides a one-stop shop for municipalities and other 
eligible public entities seeking public infrastructure funding to support housing production, 
economic development, and job creation. Since 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration has 
awarded over $190 million to 90 projects in communities throughout the Commonwealth. In 
August 2016, Governor Baker signed An Act Relative to Job Creation and Workforce 
Development (H.4569) to reauthorize MassWorks and support $500 million of future 
investment in critical infrastructure, a significant commitment by the Commonwealth. The 
Baker-Polito Administration has increased MassWorks funding by $35 million over the past two 
fiscal years. 
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In April, Governor Baker filed a housing bond bill seeking $1.2 billion in additional capital 
authorization to advance the administration’s commitment to affordable housing. In May 2016, 
the administration unveiled a five-year capital budget plan that includes a $1.1 billion 
commitment to increasing housing production, an 18 percent funding increase over previous 
funding levels. The $1.1 billion capital commitment provides for significant expansions in state 
support for mixed-income housing production, public housing modernization, and affordable 
housing preservation. 
 
Since 2015 the Baker-Polito Administration has provided direct funding to create and preserve 
over 5,200 units of affordable housing across Massachusetts. 
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