
SENATE No. 38.

Tn Senate, Jan. 26th, 1836.

Ordered,
That Messrs. Kimball, Greenwood, and

Chapin, be a Committee, to enquire into the expediency
of making provision, by law, for the support or confine-
ment of Idiots and Insane Persons, not furiously mad.

Attest,

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

(Kommontoealtlj of JHassacljusetts.



The Committee appointed by the above order, submit
the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

CHARLES KIMBALL.

In Senate, Feb. 27, 1836.

CommoulutalH) of iHaGsartjwsettfiL



AN ACT
To provide for the confinement of Idiots and Insane

Persons.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
-2 sentatives in General Court assembled , and by the
3 authority of the same, as follows :—

1 Sec. 1. There shall be within the precincts of the
2 house of correction, in each county of this Common-
-3 wealth, a suitable and convenient apartment or re-
-4 ceptacle for idiots and lunatic, or insane persons, not
3 furiously mad, to be confined therein as hereinafter
6 provided.
1 Sec. 2. When it shall be made to appear on appli-
-2 cation, made in writing, to any two justices of the
3 peace quorum unus, or any police court, that any
4 person, being within the jurisdiction of such justices
5 or court, is an idiot, or lunatic, or insane, not being
6 furiously mad, as aforesaid, the said justices or court,
7 as the case may be, are hereby authorized and im-
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In the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.

(SrominontutalHj of l^assacijusetts*
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8 powered to order and require the confinement of such
9 person in the receptacle provided therefor ; and such

10 provision shall be made for the comfortable support
11 of all persons confined by virtue of this act, and they
12 shall be governed or employed in such manner as the
13 city council of the city of Boston, and the county
14 commissioners of each county in the Commonwealth,
15 in the exercise of their discretion may judge best;
16 and the sum of per week, shall be allowed
17 and paid for the support of every person confined as
18 aforesaid ; and the same provision is hereby made for
19 the payment thereof, as is contained in the twenty-

-20 seventh section of the one hundred and forty-third
21 chapter of the revised statutes, passed on the fourth
22 day of November, in the year one thousand eight
23 hundred and thirty-five, for the payment of charges
24 and expenses for the safe keeping and maintaining of
25 the persons therein mentioned.

1 Sec. 3. Any person confined by virtue of this act
2 may at any time be discharged, when, in the opinion
3 of any two justices of the peace quorum unus, or of
4 any police court, having jurisdiction in the case, such
5 discharge would be for the benefit of the person so
6 confined, or when, in their opinion, such person
7 would be comfortably supported by any parent, kin-
-8 dred, friend, master or guardian, or by any town or
9 city in which such person may have a legal settlement.
1 Sec. 4. In any case that may arise under this act,
2 all magistrates and other officers, and all witnesses
3 shall receive the same fees and compensation for ser-
-4 vices performed, and for attendance and travel, as

5 are allowed by law for like services in criminal pro-
-6 ceedings, to be taxed, allowed and paid in the same
7 manner.


