
SENATE..,....NO. 62

The Joint Committee on Rail-ways and Canals, to
whom was committed the petition of Andrew Robeson
and others, for a Rail-road from Fall River to New
Bedford, have considered the same, and ask leave to
report a Bill.

CHAS. HUDSON, Chairman.

©ommonUnaltij of J^asssadjuscttg.

In Senate, March 1, 1836.





AN ACT

To incorporate the New Bedford and Fall River Rail-
road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. Andrew Robeson, Harvey Chace, and
2 Charles W. Morgan, their associates, successors and
3 assigns, are hereby made a corporation by the name
4 of the “New Bedford and Fall River Rail-road Com-
-5 pany,” with all the powers and privileges, and sub-
-6 ject to all the duties, liabilities, and provisions, con-
-7 tained in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of the
8 Revised Statutes, passed November the fourth, in the

©owmtmUjtaltJj of jHassacljusitts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Six.
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9 year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five,
10 which relates to rail-road corporations, and in the
11 forty-fourth chapter of said Revised Statutes; and
12 said corporation is hereby authorized and empowered
13 to construct and complete a rail-road from the east-
-14 ern shore of Taunton Great river, at Robeson’s
15 wharf, in the town of Fall River, to County street,
16 near the dwelling-house of John Avery Parker, in the
17 town of New Bedford, through all that portion of the
18 course of said rail-road that is included within the
19 bounds and Jurisdiction of this Commonwealth. And
20 the course and direction of said rail-road shall be as
21 follows : beginning at station number one, on land of
22 Andrew Robeson, in said Fall River, and thence pro-
-23 ceeding south sixty-eight degrees, east two hundred
24 and eighty-four rods, to station number two ; thence
25 proceeding in a course to the right, with a radius of
26 six thousand feet, one hundred and twelve rods, to
27 station number three ; thence south, forty-six and one
28 quarter degrees east, one hundred and eighty-four
29 rods, to station number four; thence on a curve to
30 the right, with a radius of six thousand feet, eighty-
-31 four rods, to station number five ; thence south, thirty-
-32 two and a quarter degrees east, one hundred and six-
-33 ty rods, to station number six; thence on a curve to
34 the left, with a radius of three thousand feet, sixty-
-35 eight rods, over the Narrows, so called, to station
36 number seven; thence south, sixty-four and three-
-37 fourths degrees east, one hundred and sixty-four rods,
38 to station number eight; thence on a curve to the
39 right, with a radius of twelve thousand feet, thirty-
-40 six rods, to station number nine ; thence south, fifty-
-41 three degrees and a half east, nine thousand eighty-
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42 three rods and six tenths, to station number ten;
43 thence on a curve to the left, with a radius ot six
44 thousand feet, one hundred and seventy-four rods, and
45 eight tenths, to station number eleven ; thence north,
46 eighty-eight degrees east, twelve hundred and fifty-
-47 two rods and eight tenths, to station number twelve ;

48 thence on a curve to the right, with a radius of six
49 thousand feet, two hundred and forty-four rods, to
30 station number thirteen ; thence south, thirty-five de-
-51 grees and a half east, two hundred and twenty rods,
52 to station number fourteen ; thence on a curve to the
53 left, with a radius of three thousand feet, fifty-seven
54 rods and six tenths, to station number fifteen ; thence
55 south, sixty-five degrees east, one hundred and sev-
-56 enty-six rods, to station number sixteen ; thence on a
57 curve to the right, with a radius of three thousand
58 feet, forty rods, to station number seventeen ; thence
59 south, thirty-eight degrees east, sixty-eight rods, to
60 station number eighteen ; thence, on a curve to the
61 right, with a radius of six thousand feet, ten rods, to
62 station number nineteen ; and thence south, twenty-
-63 six degrees east, sixty-nine rods, and two tenths of a
64 rod, to station number twenty, in the line of the west-
-65 erly side of County street, in the town of New Bed-
-66 ford.

1 Sec. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall
2 consist of not less than two thousand, nor more than
3 three thousand shares of one hundred dollars each;
4 and said corporation may purchase and hold such real
5 estate as may be necessary for depots, and other pur-
-6 poses connected with the use of said road.
1 Sec. 3. Said corporation shall be bound to make,
2 and forever maintain, legal and sufficient fences on
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3 each side of said rail-road ; and in case it shall neglect
4 so to do, it shall be liable to the owners of the adjoin-
-5 ing lands, for all damages arising from such neglect, in
6 an action of debt, to be brought in any court proper to
7 try the same.
1 Sec. 4. If, at the expiration of five years, from and
2 after the completion of said rail-road, the nett income
3 or receipts from tolls and other profits, taking the five
4 years aforesaid as the basis of calculation, shall have
5 amounted to more than ten per cent, per annum, upon
6 the costs of the rail-road, the Legislature may take
7 measures to alter, equalize and reduce the rate of tolls
8 and other profits, in such manner as to take off the
9 overplus for the next five years, calculating the amount

10 of transportation upon the rail-road, to be the same
11 as in the five preceding years; and, at the expiration
12 of every five years thereafter, the same proceedings
13 may be had. Provided , That the Legislature shall
14 not, at any time, so reduce the tolls and other profits,
15 as to produce less than ten per centum, upon the cost
16 of the said rail-road, without the consent of said cor-
-17 poration.

1 Sec. 5. The Commonwealth may authorize any

2 company to enter with another rail-road, at any point
3 of this rail-road, paying for the right to use the same,
4 or any part thereof, such rate of toll as the Legislature
5 may, from time to time prescribe, and complying with
6 such rules and regulations as may be established by
7 the corporation hereby created.
1 Sec. 6. The directors of said corporation, for the
2 time being, are hereby authorized to erect toll-houses,
3 establish gates, appoint toll-gatherers, and demand
4 toll upon said rail-road, when completed, and upon
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6 such parts thereof as shall, from time to time, be com-
-6 pleted.
1 Sec. 7. If the said company shall not have been
2 organized, the location of the route filed according to
3 law, and two thousand shares of the capital stock sub-
-4 scribed for before the first day of September, in the
5 year one thousand eight and thirty-seven ; or if the said
6 corporation shall fail to complete said rail-road from
7 the place of its termination at County street, in the
8 said town of New Bedford, to the place of its termin-
-9 ation, at, or near the dam of the Watupa Reservoir

10 Company, in said town of Fall River, on or before
11 the thirty-first day of December, in the year one thou-
-12 sand eight hundred and forty, then this act shall be
13 void.

1 Sec. 8. The said corporation may expend such
2 sums of money as shall be found expedient and ne-
-3 cessary in constructing, completing, and maintaining
4 in good repair, said rail-road, through that portion
5 of the course thereof, that is included within the
6 bounds of the State of Rhode Island and Providence
7 Plantations; provided,

that the same be done without
8 any contravention of the laws of said State; and pro-
-9 vided, also, that said corporation shall charge the same

10 per mile for tolls and transportation, on that part of
11 their road situated in the State of Rhode Island and
12 Providence Plantations, as is charged on that part of
13 their road situated in this State.




