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To the Hon. Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

Respectfully represents the memorial of the under-
signed, members of the Nevv-England Silk Company,
that said company was formed in May, A. D. 1835, and
went into actual operation, doing business as a joint stock
company, in the same month—being the first company
instituted, and the earliest in operation in this Common-
wealth for the raising and manufacture of silk ; and that
the public has already obtained extensive advantages from
it. That said company entered upon the varied and diffi-
cult enterprizes connected with this business, incurring
much expense for making, and having actually made ef-
forts for success with much uncertainty as to the final re-
sults, and with little aid of experience to guide them in
the process of rearing the silk worm, and the yet more
complicate arts of preparing and manufacturing the silk
into the various fabrics and forms under which it may be
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useful for the purposes of life and as articles of merchan-
dize ; that in this new and useful branch of industry,
they have relied wholly upon their own resources, and
have taken all the risks incident to a new and delicate
business, and one requiring much skill. That in the pros-
ecution of their undertaking, they have found it to be
more arduous and expensive than was at first conceived.
That the production and manufacture of silk is of the
greatest importance to this country, opening a prospect,
in its maturity, to the farmer, of a profitable improvement
of his poor and middling lands, under the inclement sky
of our latitude ; and a lucrative occupation to the manu-
facturer, affording employment to the industrious part of
the population of all ages and conditions—introducing a
new source of industry and wealth to the people of the
state—and in its consequences, furnishing a means of re-
taining in the state the industrious and enterprising na-
tives of the soil, that for years past have been compelled
to seek subsistence by leaving their homes for more fertile
fields and thrifty labors in the west.

Perhaps in a long course of years, by slow and gradual
steps, the difficulties in the way of a successful prosecu-
tion of the business, may be surmounted by the spirit and
ingenuity of those who engage in it. But this may be
done more speedily, as well as more surely, by the aid
of the state; and when all the public benefits to result
from the undertaking are well considered, and it is re-
membered of how much consequence it may be to the
country to hasten the maturity of the manufacture, it is
manifest that the interests of the state, in this particular,
would be promoted by extending aid to the silk manufac-
turer. And your petitioners respectfully ask your honor-
able body for a grant of money, to enable them to pur-
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chase a sufficient tract of land or farm, with water power
to can-

}' the machinery necessary to the various processes
of the manufacture, upon the condition, that said compa-
ny shall have and maintain such necessary machinery
thereon, and shall have the same in operation, and open
to the public inspection, so that all the citizens may be
able to profit by it.

Your petitioners, as already stated, were the first com-
pany instituted and in actual operation in the state, for
the manufacture of silk. The company has in the past
year distributed between fifty and one hundred thousand
mulberry trees for cultivation ; and have now in their
nurseries, for the same purpose, between two and three
hundred thousand ; and it has manufactured several thou-
sand dollars worth of silk goods, using about equal quan-
tities of native and foreign silk—having advertised for,
and bought and reeled all cocoons offered to them for sale
at a reasonable price. That the buying of cocoons, and
paying cash for them, at a reasonable price, offers encour-
agement to the farmer to go into the business of silk
growing, and that the growing of silks cannot be very
materially extended until its manufacture is put upon a
permanent basis. The company has also furnished the
warps for at least 300 looms, to be employed in families,
for the weaving of the material for the Italian bonnets.

The government of France, in the time of Louis XIVM

not only gave trees from the royal nursery, but caused
them to be removed and planted at the national expense
at first, and afterward, offered a reward of three livres to
the cultivator, for every tree that should be found in a
thriving condition, three years after it had been planted.
The parliament of Great Britain, in the year 1718, grant-



ed to Sir Edward Lombe the exclusive patent for his silk
mill for fourteen years ; and at the expiration of that
time, in consideration of the great national importance of
the object, voted the sum of £14,000 to said Lombe, as
some compensation for the eminent services rendered by
him to the nation, in discovering and introducing at great
expense, a work so beneficial to the kingdom; the grant
being made upon the sole condition, that competent per-
sons should be allowed to execute an exact model of the
machinery, to be deposited in such place as his majesty
should appoint, in order to diffuse and perpetuate the man-
ufacture.

It is deemed, therefore, by your petitioners, that being
the first who have taken the risks of this delicate manu-
facture, so useful, if successfully prosecuted, to the coun-

try and to this Commonwealth, risks accumulating with
each step and stage in the multiplied processes of the
preparation and manufacture, in addition to those incident
to the production of silk, that they may confidently ask
of the state, a grant of money, sufficient to purchase a
lot of land, with water power necessary to prosecute the
business, without loss to the undertakers and with suc-

cess. It is a fact tvell known, that foreign agriculturists
and mechanics are annually draining the United States of
more than 10,000,000 dollars, which is paid for this article
by consumers in this country. It is in the power of the
state and national governments to decide, whether this
great amount of the funds of the country shall continue
to flow into the coffers of foreign countries, and thus
contribute to their wealth and populousness, or, whether,
by a timely encouragement of our own citizens, in their
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well meant efforts, the amount may be retained at home
to reward and invigorate our own industry.

PARK BENJAMIN,
J. H. COBB,
GEORGE GAY,
DUNCAN BRADFORD,
LEMUEL BLAKE,
WM. J. A. BRADFORD,
H. H. HUGGEFORD,
MARCUS WHITING.

Boston, March, 1836.




