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To the Honorable the Senate, and the Honorable the
House of Representatives , in General Court assembled:

The President and Trustees of Williams College, that
since your petitioners received aid from the Legislature,
they have discharged the trust reposed in them according
to their best judgment, and with the strictest economy.
During a portion of this time, from causes which need
not now be mentioned, the resources of the college have
not been sufficient to meet the expenses requisite to pro-
vide such instruction as was reasonably demanded by the
public; and at the present time the necessary expenses
somewhat exceed the income. In consequence of this,
it has been necessary so far to reduce the salaries of some
of the officers that they are inadequate, and that they
cannot expect, without a change, to retain permanently
suitable men.

This state of things has not been concealed from the
Legislature, and your petitioners have been encouraged
to expect relief when there should be, as there now is, a
more prosperous state of the treasury.

Whatever may be desirable hereafter for the purposes
of improvement, your petitioners are of the opinion, that
the sum now asked for by them would place the college
upon a permanent and respectable footing for the future,
and enable them to make such improvements in their
course of instruction as are most imperiously demanded
at the present day. Among the improvements contcm-

Humbly shew,
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plated are, more enlarged instruction in natural history,
particularly the branches of geology, mineralogy, and
botany; instruction in modern languages; in civil engi-
neering, and practical mechanics.

Your petitioners are also desirous of establishing dur-
ing the winter season, when the labors of husbandry are
not pressing, several courses of lectures, of suitable length,
(as lectures on agricultural chemistry, on natural philoso-
phy, and mineralogy,) for the benefit of that large class
of the community who do not wish to pursue a college
course, and yet wish and ought to have more means of
knowledge than can be furnished by our academies and
common schools. These lectures, if thought best by the
Legislature, might be attended free of expense. It is
believed that something of this kind is loudly called for
by the wants of the western part of the State, and es-
pecially by the agricultural portion of the community;
and it cannot be provided in a separate institution by in-
dividual enterprise, because the expense for buildings and
apparatus must be large, and the attendance, except fora
small portion of the year, inconsiderable. During the
lecture term, those who should attend might have access
to the library and cabinet, and would have the use of the
philosophical and chemical apparatus belonging to the
college. Your petitioners will not enlarge upon the ad-
vantages of such a course. They will simply say, that
they know of no means by which, at so small an expense,
your honorable body could, in their opinion, do so much
to diffuse useful knowledge, and raise the general stand-
ard of education.

Your petitioners would further state, that if it should
be thought that the college can furnish, as undoubtedly
it can, important facilities for the preparation of teachers,
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they should be ready to do any thing in their power to

promote so desirable an end.
For these reasons your petitioners pray, that your hon-

orable body would grant them such assistance as, in their
wisdom, they may judge that the interests of the institu-
tion and of the State require.

In behalf of the Trustees:
M. HOPKINS,

President of the College.
January, 1837.

House of Representatives, Jan. 24, 1837.

Referred to the Committee on a petition of the Trus-
tees of Amherst College. Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 24, 1837.

Concurred.

CHA’S. CALHOUN, Cleric.



The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the
Petition of the Trustees of Williams College, for pe-
cuniary aid, having heard the Petitioners, and duly con-
sidered the matter submitted, respectfully

That Will iams College is an old and respectable insti-
tution, situated in that interesting portion of the Com-
monwealth, “ the hills of Berkshire.” It commenced
operations in 1793, and graduated its first class in 1795.
From that time to the present, it has sustained a high
reputation for the ability of its instructors, and the faith-
fulness of their instructions, for the purity of its moral,
and the vigor of its mental discipline. In consequence of
its location, near the borders of New York and Vermont,
whose inhabitants naturally preferred to patronize their
own colleges, its number of students has never much ex-

ceeded an average of one hundred and twenty. The
number of its alumni is, however, very respectable, being
in September, 1835, eleven hundred and thirty-four.
Who can compute the influence of this number of edu-
cated men, for weal or woe, on the destinies of our coun-
try? Who can tell the amount of good they may have

Commoniutaltij of iFtassarljuertts.

In Senate, Fob. , 1837.

R E PORT:
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produced, or the amount of evil they may have averted ?

The influence of an annual supply of educated men on
the community is incalculable. Arrest this supply, dam
up the currents of instruction, and suffer the fountains of
knowledge to become stagnant, and we should soon per-
ceive the deteriorating and demoralizing effects of this
Vandal policy on the community. Knowledge is the pal-
ladium of our liberties, and ignorance the devoted and
servile hand-maid of despotism. The general diffusion of
education is the surest means of perpetuating our free in-
stitutions, and the want of it the readiest means of their
destruction. The patriot then, from love to his country
and her institutions, as well as the philanthropist, from
love to men and their best interests, will heartily join in
enhancing the means, and multiplying the facilities of ed-
ucation.

Colleges are the well-springs of learning. They are
the oceans, while academies and primary schools are only
the rivers of knowledge. Let these great reservoirs be-
come stagnant, through want of the clarifying tides of pub-
lic patronage and support, and the rivers and minor streams
will most sensibly feel their blighting influence. The
tree that begins to die at the top will die downward.
Colleges are the head of our literary institutions. They
are the topmost branches of the tree of knowledge. Let
them be sustained in health and vigor, and all dependent in-
stitutions will participate in their prosperity, and pour upon
the community the greatest amount of blessings of which
they are capable. Let them be neglected, and shorn of
their appropriate influence, and be suffered to dwindle
and decay, and prophetic vision is not necessary to foresee
the disastrous consequences of such ill-judged and ruinous
policy. Your Committee feel warranted in this train of
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remark from the fact, that this college has, already, re-
ceived liberal appropriations of the public money. It is
still needy. Its wants have not been thoroughly supplied.
It yet requires the fostering aid of legislative bounty to
develop its utmost powers of doing good. The means
it now possesses are comparatively inefficient, for the
want of a little additional aid. It has reached almost the
summit of usefulness, and there faints, and falters, and
needs the encouragement of its friends, and the reviving
appliancies of the treasury, to enable it to ascend. Your
Committee cannot but hope, that the following facts will
dispose the Legislature to listen favorably to its appli-
cation.

The amount of funds this College has received from
legislative grants, as appears from a sermon of its late
president, Dr. Griffin, delivered at the dedication of the
new chapel, is as follows, viz :

In 1793, $4OOO was granted,
1796, two townships of eastern land,
1805, one township of “ “

1807, “ “ “ “

1814, 3-16thsof the Massachselts Bank
Tax for ten years amounting to, $30,000

The grants, as estimated, amount to $53,000.
Its present amount of productive funds, its income and

expenses, as appears by the auditor’s statement, made to
the trustees in July, 1836, are as follows, viz :

Notes bearing interest, $27,340 23
“ for subscriptions, 2,690 87
“ for tuition, 1,000 00

Cash in treasury, 2,786 29

$33,817 39
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Deduct charity funds specially appropriated, viz.
Woodbridge Little’s, $5,500 00
Ezra Starkweather’s, 1,000 00
State fund, 7,600 00

$14,000 00
This leaves on interest, for general purposes of the col-

lege, $19,823 39
Add real estate rented, 7,000 00

The productive fund is $26,823 39
The income consists of the annual interest of this fund,

the term bills of the students and room rent, and is as
follows, viz :

Interest on $26,823 39, is $1,609 40
Term bills of say 110 students, at $24, is 2,640 00
Room rent, average $5 25, is 577 50

Whole income is $4,826 90
The annual expenditures are as follows :

President’s salary, exclusive of house rent, $1,075 00
Three professors, at $7OO each, 2,100 00
Two tutors, at $4OO each, 800 00
Professor of chemistry, 400 00
Treasurer, 200 00
Repairs to buildings, 250 00
Contingencies, 200 00
Commencement, 125 00

Whole expense, $5,150 00
Excess of expenditures over income, $3,2310
It will be perceived, that its term bills fall far short of

meeting its current expenses, and that great retrenchment
2



FebWILLIAMS COLLEGE.

in its expenses must take place, to enable the receipts to
defray them. Your Committee cannot perceive that any
of these expenses are liable to the charge of extravagance,
but, on the contrary, they think them graduated on the
strictest and most economical principles. It follows, then,
if this college be sustained at all, it must be sustained
by resources, independent of its receipts for tuition, and
of the income of its present funds.

It will be perceived, too, that the salaries of its faculty
are exceedingly small. It was represented to your Com-
mittee, and they see no reason to doubt its correctness,
that it will be impossible to keep, for any length of time,
men of requisite qualifications in the several professors’
chairs, at the present low rate of compensation. Though
the cost of living is comparatively cheap where this col-
lege is located, yet a most rigid economy must be ob-
served, to enable a professor to support a family respecta-
bly on an income of only 700 dollars. Besides, literary
labor is beginning to be in better demand, and, consequent-
ly, commands a higher price. Accomplished professors in
any of the departments of collegiate instruction can rarely
be obtained for the compensation paid at this institu-
tion. Hitherto the faculty of this college have been
highly respectable scholars, and men of great and various
attainments ; but your Committee fear, that unless the
trustees shall be enabled to offer them a more adequate
remuneration for their services, the tables will soon be
turned, and that men will be inducted into the several
professor’s chairs, who will disgrace the institution, and
reflect discredit on the Commonwealth.

The trustees are especially desirous of sufficient aid to

enable them to continue the institution in its present
standing. Six thousand dollars are needed for this pur-
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pose. They feel impelled by a sense of justice, as well
as of expediency, to add to the salaries of their several
professors, one hundred dollars each, and to enable them
to do this, five thousand dollars will be necessary. They
are, also, desirous of raising the standard of literary taste,
and ol diffusing the elements of philosophical and chemi-
cal knowledge more widely among the people in their
neighborhood. To this end, they propose to establish,
during the winter season, several courses of lectures on
agricultural chemistry, natural philosophy, mineralogy and
geology, for the particular benefit of that portion of the
surrounding population, who do not intend to pursue a
college course of instruction. Located in the midst of
an agricultural population, whose business, except in the
winter months, engrosses their whole attention, your
Committee believe that great good might result to the
farming interests, from the establishment of the proposed
course of free lectures. The experiment is well worth
the cost of attempting it. Book farming, as it is called,
is unpopular, but it is believed that Its unpopularity arises
from ignorance of scientific principles, and of their correct
application to the cultivation of land. A knowledge of
the properties of soils peculiar to each, and of the appro-
priate food of plants, cannot but conduce to a more sys-
tematic course of cultivation, and a more judicious suc-
cession of crops. For this purpose, they ask the sum of
ten thousand dollars.

They are desirous of introducing into their course of
instruction, the more recent improvements. Among the
improvements contemplated are, more enlarged instruction
in natural history, particularly the branches of geology,
mineralogy and botany ; instruction in modern languages,
in civil engineering and practical mechanics. It is un-
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necessary to comment upon the importance of the intro-
duction of these branches. Its propriety commends itself
to the common sense of every body. Our colleges must
adopt all useful improvements in the sciences and modes
of instruction, or fall short of the just demands of the
people, and become inadequate to supply their intellectual
necessities. To make such improvements as the trustees
would like to do, the sum of nine thousand dollars will be
needed.

The college buildings are convenient, and sufficiently
spacious to accommodate its probable number of students.
The library, philosophical and chemical apparatus, mine-
ralogical cabinet, &c,, are very respectable, and with mo-
derate additions, will meet the wants of the institution.

To render its present funds most efficient, and produc-
tive of the highst degree of profit to the community, it
seems to your committee necessary and expedient, to re-
plenish them with a small additional grant from the trea-
sury. Increase its means, as is proposed, and it will go
on, widening its sphere of usefulness, and enlarging its
circuit of action. It will rival, in purity, the snow upon
its surrounding mountains, and in healthful and invigorat-
ing influences, the winds that fan their summits.

Your Committee believe that the public good requires
the passage of the accompanying Resolve, and accord-
ingly recommend it.

Per Order,

M. LAWRENCE, Chairman.



R ESOLVE

On the Petition of the Trustees of Williams College.

Resolved ,
for the reasons set forth in the petition of

the Trustees of Williams College, for pecuniary aid, that
there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Com-
monwealth, to the treasurer of Williams College, for the
time being, for the use of said college, the sum of one
thousand dollars on the first day of May, and on the first
day of November, in each year, for ten successive years,
the first payment of one thousand dollars to be paid on the
first day of May next. And His Excellency the Gover-
nor is hereby authorized to draw his warrants accord-
■ngl?-

eommontuftTltij of jßaGsatijusetts.

In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Thirty-Seven.




