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In Senate, Feb. 6, 1837.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom w’ere referred the Annual Reports of sundry Rail-
road Corporations, recommend that all the Reports of the
Rail-road Corporations presented at this session of the
Legislature be printed, for the use of the Legislature.

C. HUDSON.

Sent down for concurrence,

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 17, 1837.

Concurred.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

CommomuraUlj of JHassactjusetts.
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The Directors of the Andover and Wilmington Rail-road
Corporation, do hereby make their second annual report
of their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures, un-
der their act of incorporation.

The first division of their road, from the Boston and
Lowell Rail-road, in Wilmington, to the South Parish in
Andover, being seven and three-fourth miles, was open-
ed for use on the eighth day of August last. Since that
time, two trips between Andover and Boston have been
made with the passenger cars each day, (Sundays except-
ed) without interruption, except in three instances during
the present month, when prevented by the accumulation
of ice and snow on the rails. At the depot in Andover,
there have been erected and completed, an engine-house
and repair-shop, a car-house, a work-shop for building and
repairing cars, and a passenger-house. The second divi-
sion of their road has been definitely located to within
about one mile of Haverhill village. This distance has
been left for the purpose of ascertaining the best point at
which to cross the Merrimack, and pass that village to the
line of New Hampshire, in order to connect with the Bos-
ton and Maine Rail-road, a portion of which road, it is un-
derstood, the directors expect to put under contract during
the nex summer. The second division, so far as located,
is all graded but about one mile, partly deep cutting, on

To the Honorable Legislature of the Commomvealth of
Massachusetts.
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which as many hands are employed as can work advanta-
geously, and will be completed early in the spring. A
part of the materials for the superstructure is contracted
for, and arrangements are now making for the whole, and
the road will probably be opened for use in the course of
the next summer. The directors have on hand, locomo-
tives and passenger cars sufficient for the probable busi-
ness of the whole road ; and merchandize cars partly suf-
ficient for the business of the road, have been built at our
depot, and an additional number are now building.

Nine assessments have been laid on the capital stock,
payable prior to the date of this report, amounting to
eighty-one dollars on each share. From these assess-
ments, the treasurer has received, as appears by his books,
to the twenty-first of January instant, the sum of one
hundred and sixty thousand two hundred and thirty-five
dollars, eighteen cents. The treasurer has received from
sundry loans and advances the sum of forty-three thou-
sand dollars. There has been received at Andover and
Boston, for the transportation of passengers, to the twen-
ty-first instant, ten thousand eight hundred and thirty
dollars, eight cents. Two thousand nine hundred twenty-
five dollars, seventy-three cents, is charged as expense of
transportation of passengers and freight. But, as the
amount to be paid to the Boston and Lowell Rail-road
Corporation, for the use of their road, has not been ad-
justed, the directors are not able at this time to state the
amount of net receipts. About fourteen hundred dollars
has accrued from the transportation of merchandize, since
freight cars have been placed on the road.

The treasurer has on hand, in cash, notes and unsettled
balances, fourteen thousand eight hundred fifteen dollars,
twenty-two cents.
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The expenditures to the same date amount, as appears
by the treasurer’s books, to the sum of one hundred
ninety-six thousand nine hundred thirty-two dollars, eight
cents. Of this sum, sixty-four thousand thirty-nine dol-
lars, ten cents, is for grading. For masonry, sixteen
thousand one hundred fourteen dollars, fifty-three cents.
For iron rails, including spikes, plates, &c. forty-seven
thousand one hundred seventy-four dollars, ninety-two
cents. Laying rails, &c. six thousand twenty-eight dol-
lars, seventy-four cents. For real estate, including dam-
ages for land, fencing, depot-buildings and work-shops,
twenty-three thousand eight dollars, thirty-seven cents.
For sleepers and timber for bridges, three thousand sev-
enty-eight dollars, thirty-six cents. For engines and
cars, twenty-four thousand two hundred sixty-six dollars.
Incidental expenses and engineering, thirteen thousand
two hundred twenty-two dollars, six cents.

All which is respectfully submitted.

HOBART CLARK,
ABRAHAM MARLAND,
AMOS ABBOTT,
JAMES H. DUNCAN,
ALFRED KITTREDGE,

Andover, January 28th, 1837.
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Essex ss. January 28, 1837. Then Hobart Clark,
Abraham Marland, Amos Abbott, James H. Duncan and
Alfred Kittredge appeared, and severally made oath that
the statement aforesaid was true, according to the best of
their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

M. NEWMAN, Justice of the Peace.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
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To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts:

The Directors of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road Cor-
poration do hereby make their Sixth Annual Report
of their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures,
under the act of incorporation.

Our last report, dated January 4th, 1836, stated that
the rail-road from Boston to Lowell, with one track of
rails, was finished and open for travel; and that a portion
of the second track was laid.

Since that date, the second track of rails has been ex-
tended to about eleven and one third miles, and the rail
iron on hand will lay about twelve miles more.

During the past year, assessments have been laid on
the stock created by the additional act, passed April 6th,
1836, to the whole amount of said stock, (being six hun-
dred shares of five hundred dollars each;) the last assess-
ment will be due on the first day of February next, and
when paid, will make the whole amount received on the
three thousand shares created and allowed by the several
acts of incorporation, fifteen hundred thousand dollars.

The whole amount expended up to the annual settle-
ment of accounts, November 30, 1836,—for the road,
$1,323,522; for depots and aqueduct, is $79,895 67;
for engines and cars, is $102,227 56,—making fifteen
hundred and five thousand six hundred forty-five dollars
and twenty-three cents. The corporation are indebted
in the sum of one hundred and one thousand six hundred
fifty-nine dollars and seventy-four cents. Cash on hand
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and debts due the corporation, $34,500 50; land, &,c.
for sale, cost $61,841 23; making ninety-six thousand
three hundred forty-one dollars and seventy-three cents.
This land would sell, even at this time , for more than suf-
ficient to pay the balance of our debts; but it will un-
doubtedly sell much better when the pressure on the
money market is relieved.

Our last report stated the amount received for trans-
portation, up to the 30th day of November, 1835, to be
$45,529 03. The amount received for the six months
ending 31st May, 1836, was $26,722 26; and for the
six months ending, the 30th of November, 1836, was
$63,075 93; making one hundred thirty-five thousand
three hundred twenty-seven dollars and twenty-two cents,
being the whole amount received for transportation on
the road after deducting the expenses of the same up to
the 30th November, 1836. From this sum, the first divi-
dend of eighteen dollars seventy-five cents on each share
was paid on twenty-four hundred shares, on the first day
of February, 1836; and a second dividend of ten dollars
on each share was paid on three thousand shares, on the
fifth day of August, 1836,—making the whole amount of
dividends paid to this date, seventy-five thousand dollars ;

which sum being deducted from the amount above stated,
received for transportation, leaves a balance yet undivided
of sixty thousand three hundred twenty-seven dollars and
twenty-two cents.

From the reports and accounts exhibited by the treasu-
rer, at the annual meeting of the corporation this day, it
appears that we have the means of extending our second
track of rails to the Andover road turn-out, in Wilmine-a
ton, and no farther. If it is desired to continue the same
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to Lowell, we shall require an addition to our capital of
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JOSEPH TILDEN, J
P. T. JACKSON, n .

,

VVM. APPLETON, Directors-

GEO. W. PRATT,
Boston , Jan. 4, 1837.

Suffolk ss.—City of Boston, Jan. 4, 1837. Per-
sonally appeared the above named Joseph Tilden, P. T.
Jackson, Wm. Appleton, and Geo. W. Pratt, Esqrs., and
made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement, by
them severally subscribed.

Before me,
HENRY CLARK, Notary Public .
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To the Honorable the Legislature of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

The Directors of the Boston and Providence Rail-road
Corporation, do hereby respectfully make their Fifth
Annual Report of their acts and doings, receipts and
expenditures under their act of incorporation.

The act of the Legislature of the 16th April last, for
increasing the capital stock of the corporation to an
amount not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, hav-
ing been accepted by the stockholders, the directors have
caused fifteen hundred shares of one hundred dollars each,
being a part of said increased capital, to be apportioned
among the stockholders, with the exception of thirty-two
shares, arising from fractional parts not subscribed for, but
which are ordered to be sold, and the whole amount of
the shares so apportioned has been paid in to the treas-
urer.

The directors have caused to be erected durinir the
past year a brick building, for the storage of merchandize,
at the depot in Boston, a small passenger-house at See-
konk, two additional houses with wells under them, and
suitable apparatus for raising and securing a proper supply
of water for the engines on the road, with various other
works necessary for the completion of the road in a proper
manner.

They have increased the number of locomotive engines
to eleven, and made arrangements for procuring such an
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additional supply of merchandize and passenger cars, as
is necessary to meet the exigencies arising from wear and
tear, and the increased wants of the public.

The directors contemplate laying a second track as soon
as it can be done with a reasonable regard to economy.
They have deferred laying it solely on account of the ex-
cessive price of iron.

For the purpose of securing to the public a continued
line of steam-boats of the first class, in which the price of
passage and freight between New York and the southern
termination of the Providence Rail-road at all seasons of
the year should be fixed at moderate rates, this company,
on the eighteenth of March last, entered into a contract
with the proprietors of sundry steam-boats in New York,
by which the above objects have been obtained and secur-
ed for the term of five years from that date. A copy of
this agreement was laid before a committee of the Legis-
lature at the last session.

The directors having varied the original location of the
road in sundry places in the county of Bristol, near the
southern termination, they have caused a description and
plan of the different parts of the road where said varia-
tions were made, to be filed with the county commission- 1
ers of said county, as by law required.

The directors have declared two dividends of four per
cent, each on the amount of the capital stock of $1,650,-
000,—the former on the eleventh of June last, and the
latter on the fourteenth of December last, payable on the
twelfth of January, 1837.

The wdiole amount of receipts of the corporation the last
year, viz. from December 31st, 1835, to December 31 st,
1836, have been as follows :
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From stockholders, by virtue of an as-
sessment, 150,000

Less 32 fractional shares unsold, 3,200
146,800 00

From transportation of passengers and
merchandize, including the Dedham
and Taunton branches, 243,095 62

From materials sold, 1,538 97
From rents, 870 41
From loan of 6,000 00
Less interest, 62 50

4,947 50

$397,252 50

The expenditures of the corporation have been as fol-
lows :

Expenses of transportation, including salaries
of officers and other incidental charges, 107,512 60

Construction, including erection of buildings,
cost of locomotive engines, and all other
incidental charges, 220,468 66

Dividend paid July sth, 1836, 66,000 00

$393,981 26

All which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN F. TORINO, 1
JOSEPH W. REVERE, n .

WILLIAM WOOLSEY, f Directors -

JAMES G. KING, J
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On this 25th January, 1837.—Sworn by William W.
Woolsey and James G. King.

Before me,

WILLIAM H. MAXWELL,
Massachusetts Commissioner.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Suffolk, ss. —Jan. 18th, 1837. Then John F. Cor-
ing and Joseph W. Revere severally made oath that the
foregoing statement by them subscribed was true, accord-
ing to the best of their knowledge and belief.

Before me,

EDWARD PICKERING,

Justice of the Peace.

STATE OF NEW YORK.

City and County of Neiv York, ss. By this public in-
strument, be it known, to all whom it may concern, that
I, William H. Maxwell, Commissioner, in and for the
Sate of New York, and resident in the city of New York,
duly commissioned by the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and authorized by law to take
the acknowledgment of deeds, letters of attorney, mort-
gages, contracts, or other writings under seal, with full
power and authority to administer oaths and affirmations,
and to take depositions, &.c., do hereby certify, that on
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the 25th day of January, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and thirty-seven, before me, said commissioner,
personally appeared William W. Woolsey and James G.
King, and being by me duly sworn according to law, did
depose and say, that the facts and circumstances men-
tioned and contained in the annexed, signed by them, are
in all respects just and true, to the best of their knowl-
edge and belief.

In testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand
and seal, the day and year above written.

WILLIAM H. MAXWELL,

Massachusetts Commissioner.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The Directors of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road
Corporation respectfully report,

That since the date of their last annual report, they
have extended the said Rail-road, in the city of Boston,
from Washiugton-street across Front-street and through
the South Cove, to Beach-street, and at the intersection
of Beach-street with Lincoln-street, have erected a build-
ing for the reception of passenger cars, and the accom-
modation of passengers. This building is intended to
constitute the permanent termination of the rail-road in
Boston, and from it the trains of passenger cars regular-
ly take their departure. They have also erected another
building in the South Cove, near the navigable waters of
the harbor, from which it is intended the freight trains
shall take their departure, as soon as the store houses, to
be erected near it, shall be completed. The building of
these store houses is commenced, and it is proposed to
proceed in the work early in the approaching spring, and
as soon as thev are completed, to transfer to them the
business of receiving and discharging merchandize, trans-
ported on the rail-road. The vicinity of these stores to
navigable water, and to a wharf belonging to the corpo-
ration, will render the situation a very convenient depot,
for many descriptions of merchandize transported on the
road. During the past season, some further work has
been done, along the rail-road, for the purpose of com-
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pleting and preserving the drains, supporting the banks,
and ensuring greater durability to the road.

The road is at present in good condition, and it has
sustained no material injury, or interruption, the present
winter, from frost or snow. A branch rail-road, to lead
from the main road in Grafton, near the New-England
village, to Millbury, has been located, and is partly grad-
ed, and it is expected to be in readiness, for laying down
the rails, early in the ensuing summer. It will terminate
in a central part of the village of Millbury, near the
Blackstone Canal.

The passenger and freight cars, drawn by locomotive
engines, have been running regularly, for the conveyance
of passengers and freight, through the past year.

The passenger cars have made two trips daily from
Boston to Worcester, and the same number returning,
through the year, and during the summer three trips,
stopping at each trip, for the convenience of the public,
in the reception and discharge of passengers at ten places
between Boston and Worcester. The freight trains have
usually made one or more trips each way daily, and are
despatched as often as the quantity of merchandize to be
transported requires.

It is now two years and nine months, since the Kail-
road was first partially opened for the conveyance of
passengers, and a year and a half since it was opened
from Boston to Worcester. Within the first named peri-
od, there have been transported on the road nearly three
hundred thousand passengers. The directors, feeling the
responsibility of being entrusted temporarily with the care

of so many human lives, have felt it to he their duty to

adopt every precaution which the novelty of the mode of
conveyance would admit of, for the safety of the persons
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so confided to them, as well as of persons travelling on
the common roads. They had to this end adopted, sub-
stantially, all the regulations which have been prescribed
by law, before they had been exacted by the Legislature,
as well as such others as experience has suggested to be
useful; and they have endeavored to give efficacy to these
regulations, by entrusting the execution of them to
skilful, discreet, and prudent agents, and by maintaining
a system of constant and careful supervision. They have
the satisfaction to state, that, during the whole period
above mentioned, no passenger on the road has, by any
accident or negligence, sustained any personal injury, and
no traveller on the public roads has sustained personal
injury by being brought in contact with any of the trains
on the road, except in consequence of a want of care on
the part of the person injured. These facts the directors
conceive to be deserving of notice, as tending to show
that this mode of travelling notwithstanding the inexperi-
ence under which it was recently commenced, and not-
withstanding the rapid speed attained by it, is entitled to
the confidence of the public, as being equal at least, in
point of safety, to any other mode which has yet been
practised.

The amount of receipts for the fare of passengers from
January 1 to December 31, 1836, was $120,792 24.
The amount received for freight in the same period was
$59,781 42. These sums, with $2,612 37 received for
rents and interest, constitute the gross income for the
year, amounting to $183,286 03. To this is to be added,
$1,272 67, the amount of surplus over the dividend of
January 5, 1836, making the sum of $184,558 70.

The current expenses during the year, including the
cost of transportation, the wear and repairs of engines and
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cars, and the repairs of the road, amount to $103,673 70.
The whole receipts of the corporation to the present time,
exclusive of income, amount to $1,577,646 23.

The expenditures to the present date, exclusive of ex-
penses of transportation, repairs and wear of cars and en-
gines, and repairs of road, amount to $1,582,793 58.

A dividend of five per cent, for the year 1836, on the
capital stock, has been declared, payable on the 20th inst.
amounting to $75,000.

As soon as the freight depot, in Boston, shall be trans-
ferred to the situation designed for it in the south cove,
and the depots of the Western and Norwich rail-roads, in
Worcester, adjoining this road, shall be definitely estab-
lished, the corporation will have a considerable tract of
surplus land, both in Boston and in Worcester, to be dis-
posed of, the proceeds of which will be applied to liqui-
dating the debts now due, and defraying the expenses yet
to be incurred, in completing the works now in contem-
plation.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

NATHAN HALE,
DAVID HENSHAW,
JOHN BRYANT,
ELIPHALET WILLIAMS,
GEORGE MOREY,
DANIEL DENNY,
NATH’L HAMMOND.

Boston , Jan. 17, 1837.
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Suffolk ss. City of Boston, Jan. 24, 1837.—Per-
sonally appeared the above named Nathan Hale, David
Henshaw, John Bryant, Eliphalet Williams, George Mo-
rey, Daniel Denny and Nathaniel Hammond, and made
oath to the truth of the foregoing report, by them seve-
rally subscribed, before me,

ZEBEDEE COOK, Jr.

Justice of the Peace.
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The Directors of the Eastern Rail-road Company respect-
fully make their first Report, as follows;

That shortly after their election by said company, they
proceeded to organize their board, by the choice of a
president, treasurer and clerks. They then proceeded in
engaging the services of an engineer for the construction
of the road. Proposals have since been issued, and con-
tracts entered into, for grading all that part of the road
from the city of Boston to near the city of Salem, in sev-
eral sections, and also for two sections of the road in or
near the town of Ipswich.

The grading of the road was commenced at East Bos-
ton, on the twenty-second day of July last, and consider-
able labor has been expended, and progress made upon all
the sections under contract, and upon several of them the
work is still continued, though upon some of them it has
been suspended. Materials for the road, bridges, &c.
have been in many cases procured.—The section nearest
Salem, upon which any labor has yet been done, termi-
nates near Castle Hill, so called, within the limits of that
city. Between this terminus and the compact part of the
city, the road has not. been commenced, from the circum-
stance, that an application to the county commissioners

To the Honorable Senate ,

and House of Representatives.
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for an alteration in the location of this part of the road
has been very recently determined.

An application will be made to your honorable bodies,
for an act confirming the decree or order of the commis-
sioners in this behalf.

The opening of spring is anticipated as the time for
urging the work, particularly on that part of the road be-
tween Boston and Salem, with a view of getting in ope-
ration this section as soon as possible.

The company have determined to petition your honor-
able bodies, for a farther time than that limited by the
charter, to complete that part of the road between Salem
and Newburyport, or the New Hampshire line.

Arrangements have been made with the company which
owned the ferry between Boston and East Boston, for
uniting that ferry with the ferry of the rail-road, for the
transportation of passengers and merchandize from the
proposed terminus of the track at East Boston to the pro-
posed depot within the city.

From the books of the treasurer it appears, that the
receipts of the company from the stockholders, by virtue
of sundry assessments upon the stock, have been

$172,515 00
The receipts from other sources have been 2,958 27

$175,473 27

The expenditures, for labor in grading the
road, materials for bridges, &c., purchases on
account of ferry arrangements, lands pur-
chased and land damages, and other miscella-
neous expenditures, have been $143,217 02
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This account is made up to the thirty-first day of Jan-
uary last.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

GEO. PEABODY, %

ROB. G. SHAW, )

FRANCIS J. OLIVER, /
L. THORNDIKE, f Directors of
ISAIAH BREED, V the Eastern
PYAM LOVETT, [ Rail-road Co.
STEPHEN A. CHASE, \

DANIEL TREADWELL, )
SAMUEL S. LEWIS, /

Boston , Feb. 1, 1837.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, Feb. 1, 1837. Then George
Peabody, pres., Robert G. Shaw, Francis J. Oliver, Lar-
kin Thorndike, Pyam Lovett, Daniel Treadwell, Samuel
S. Lewis, appeared, and severally made oath, and Isaiah
Breed and Stephen A. Chase affirmed, that the statement
aforesaid was true, according to the best of their know-
ledge and belief.

Before me,

JNO. M. FESSENDEN, Justice Peace.
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts , in session, January, 1837.

The undersigned, Directors of the Fall River Mill-road,
Rail-road and Ferry Company, do hereby make their
second annual [Report of their acts and doings under
the act of incorporation, and in conformity with the
provisions of the Revised Statutes of this Common-
wealth, requiring such reports.

The depression in the price of rail-road stocks, and the
great embarrassment in the “money market,” induced a
suspension of all operations, excepting some re-surveys
and calculations, deemed necessary as preliminary meas-
ures, to ascertain facts considered important to be known,
previous to a final location and actual commencement of
construction.

These re-surveys and estimates have been progressing
during the past season, under the superintendance and
by the personal services of a civil engineer—Mr. S. B.
Cushing, of Providence, R. 1., and are nearly completed.

The actual receipts into the treasury, from assessments
upon the capital stock, have been §1522 00. The pay-
ments from the treasury, by order of the directors, have
been only $l4O 16. Considerable advances have been
made by individual members of the corporation, to defray
contingent expenses, in aid of the former survey and pre-
sent re-survey and estimates, which have not been audit-
ed. And there are some outstanding claims for incidental
charges, incurred in forwarding the objects of the com-

-6



FALL RIVER M. R., R. R. &F. CO. Feb. 1837.

pany, that remain to be liquidated, which are almost ex-
clusively due to members of the corporation.

All which is respectfully submitted.

AND’VV ROBESON,
M. H. RUGGLES,
HARVEY CHASE.

January 19, 1837.

Bristol ss. Jan. 19, 1837. Then Micah H. Ruggles
appeared, and made oath that the annexed statement was
true, according to the best of his knowledge and belief;
and Andrew Robeson and Harvey Chace each affirmed
to the same thing.

Before me,

JAMES FORD, Justice of the Peace.
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa-
lives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in Gene-
ral Court assembled, in January, 1837 :

The Directors of the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road
Company, submit the following Report.

Under the authority of an act of the Legislature of
Connecticut, passed in 1832, a company was organized,
with a capital of one million of dollars for the purpose of
constructing a rail-road from the city of Norwich through
that state in a direction towards the city of Boston.

To give effect to the object of opening a channel of
communication through an important section of Connec-
ticut to Boston, the Legislature of Massachusetts in
1833 incorporated a company with a capital of four hun-
dred thousand dollars, with authority to construct a rail-
road from the termination of the Boston and Worcester
Rail-road at Worcester to meet the road from Norwich
at the dividing line between the two states. By a joint
act of the Legislatures of both states, passed at their ses-
sions in January and May last, the two companies were
united, and now constitute one corporation.

In presenting their first report to your honorable body,
the directors ask leave to make some general statements
in regard to the important work committed to their
charge.

The route selected for the road is from Norwich by
the bank of the Shetucket river three miles to its junc-
tion with the Quinebaug—thence by the bank of the Qui-
nebaug river through the towns of Lisbon, Griswold,
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Plainfield, Brooklyn, Killingly and Thompson in Connec-
ticut, and thence through Dudley, Webster and Oxford,
in the valley of the French river, to the summit in Ward.
At this point the route follows a branch of the Blackstone
river which empties at Worcester.

The very direct course of these streams, and the known
favorable features of the country, have, from time to time,
for years past, awakened public attention to the facility
and importance of constructing a canal or rail-road from
the waters of Long Island Sound at Norwich, to the ex-
tensive and flourishing county of Worcester. Three sur-

veys have been made of this region for different purposes.
The first was in the year 1824, with the view of procur-
ing the repeal of the laws of Connecticut in relation to

the fisheries on these rivers, which prohibited the erec-
tion of dams for manufacturing purposes, and of bringing
into use this immense unemployed water power. This
survey ascertained two facts :—I. That the county was
in every respect favorable for the construction of a canal
or rail-road—and 2. That there was an amount of water-

power on the Shetucket and Quinebaug rivers alone, suf-
ficient to carry at least 500,000 spindles.

The second of these surveys was made by Col. James
F. Baldwin, an engineer of experience and reputation,
with great minuteness and care. By his report, it ap-
pears that the average elevation from Norwich to the
Massachusetts line was but 7 74-100 feet per mile, and no
difficult elevations to overcome. A favorable charter was
granted to a company for the construction of this canal,
but before any measures were adopted to avail themselves
of these facilities, the superior advantages of rail-roads
became known, and led the friends of the canal to prefer
that mode of communication.
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The third survey was made expressly for a rail-road, in
1832, by Capt. Swift, of the U. S. Top. Engineers, by

which the favorable results of the previous surveys are
fully confirmed.

In addition, however, to these surveys, the engineers
of the company, during nearly two years past, have been
constantly employed in the most minute and careful ex-
amination of the country. Every proposed route or por-
tion of a route has been'surveyed, and the whole country
in the vicinity so fully and accurately explored, that there
is no doubt, that of quite a number of extremely eligible
routes, the best one has been selected. By this route
the whole length of the road from the depot of the Boston
and Worcester Rail-road at Worcester, to the depot in
Norwich, is 59 miles. The total elevation of the summit
of the route in Ward is 552 feet above tide—distributed
over a distance of 61J miles. The descent from the
summit to the valley of the Blackstone river, 94 feet in
a distance of 6 35-100 miles, and the rise from thence
to the termination at Worcester, 13 feet in a distance
of 1 4-100 miles—giving an average inclination over the
whole distance of only 11 feet per mile, and the maximum
grade does not exceed twenty feet per mile—while the
curves are of a radius of from 3,000 to 12,000 feet—ex-
cepting in the vicinity of Norwich, where, from the ab-
rupt bends of the river, it was found that several curves
of 1000 feet radius would be required.

From all these surveys it was also ascertained, that the
nature of the soil and the face of the country were highly
favorable to the construction of a rail-road, and that the
materials of wood, stone and gravel, were found to be
abundant on the borders of the route.
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Such are the facilities furnished by the physical struc-
ture of the country and by legislative enactments.

To those conversant with the county, it is well known
that this rail-road passes through a section populous, fer-
tile and wealthy, and abounding in manufactures to as
great an extent as any other portion of the Union. With
a map of New England and the tables of population, any
one can readily see the large and dense population of the
country which will be accommodated—not less at the
lowest estimate than 500,000. From the information
collected with great care, under the direction of the sec-
retary of the treasury, in 1832, it appears that there
were then in the State of Connecticut cotton manufacto-
ries, containing 141,051 spindles, of which, in the coun-
ties of Windham and New' London there were 106,229—

being more than three fourths of the entire cotton manu-
factures of Connecticut in these two counties, through
the heart of which this rail-road passes—and the county
of Worcester is no less distinguished for the magnitude
and number of its cotton mills.

In the year 1834, by a personal examination of a part
of the route between Worcester and Norwich, there were
found within live miles of it, 75 cotton and 27 woollen
mills, and extensive manufactories of iron, paper, &c. It
was subsequently ascertained, that in this examination
a number of mills were omitted, which with those since
erected, would swell the number to 140. There were
also found between Worcester and Norwich, and not in-
cluding either place, 100 stores.

In addition to manufacturing facilities, the resources
of the counties of New London and Windham in mineral
building materials are very great, and are stated by Pro-
fessor Mather, of West Point, to be “ inexhaustible.” A
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very accurate geological survey of these counties was
made by him, and, in a letter on this subject, he remarks,
that in Killingly, and within two miles of the line of our
road, “ building and flagging stones of the very best qual-
ity, and in any desired quantities, may be obtained. I
think them decidedly better than the Bolton flagging
stone, because they have a more even surface, and are
harder, while they at the same time are as easily quarried
and broken into the proper shape. The stone are very
conveniently situated for quarrying, on the side of a hill—-
can be got of 10 and 15 feet square, if desired, and from
2to 6 inches or a foot in thickness. The surface of the
stone is very smooth and flat, and will wear a long time.
One of the quarries has been wrought to some extent.

The stones were mostly transported to Providence ; some
used there (in flagging the arcade), and some sent to oth-
er places—but the expense of transporting them for more
than twenty miles, over rough roads, must have been so
great as to reduce the profits very much. (Jood brick
earth is found in many places convenient to the rail-road
route, and the demand for brick is such as to give some
revenue to a rail-road.” These statements are fully con-
firmed bv Professors Percival and Shepard, who have
been recently employed in a geological survey of the
state of Connecticut, under the authority of its Legisla-
ture.

We quote thus at length the opinion of Professor Ma-
ther, both on account of the importance of this subject,
and his high reputation as a geologist. The amount an-
nually paid for the transportation of flagging stone, from
the Bolton quarries, to which he refers, to Hartford, is
not less than ten thousand dollars. And the transporta-
tion of these stones has been considered an object of suf-

-7
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ficient importance, to lead to a survey of a route for a
rail-road from Bolton to Hartford, and procuring a charter
from the Legislature for its construction.

The allusion which is made to the supply of brick
earth, is of no trifling importance, as the abundant supply
of suitable earth for that article, immediately on the bor-
ders of the rail-road route, cannot fail to be of great value
to the rail-road as an article of transport, and to the
towns on the route, which now obtain a large proportion
of their brick from Hartford. The quantity of ship tim-
ber, ship plank, and other kinds of timber, which are
commonly brought to Norwich to be shipped to New
York and other markets, is already very great, and the
more extensive country opened by this rail-road, and the
facility of transport furnished by it, would lead to a trans-
portation of many thousand tons annually. It is well
known, too, that anthracite coal is used to a very great
extent by manufacturing establishments, situated at con-
siderable distance from water carriage, on account of its
greater safety from lire, and the diminished premium of
insurance. There are thousands of tons of this article,
now annually used by the different mills on the borders
of this route, and yet comparatively few are thus supplied.
That it would greatly increase and furnish profitable em-
ployment for a rail-road, cannot be doubted. We might
detail many other facts, showing the very great increase
of transportation, arising from increased facilities, and
there are doubtless many branches of business which we
cannot now anticipate, which will be developed by a rail-
road communication, and made available to its support.

But in addition to the transportation from towns on the
immediate borders of the route, we may safely and fairly
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anticipate a very large amount from other towns in Con-
necticut, and in the county of Worcester.

It is also very evident, that this is not an isolated road.
Uniting as it will with the Boston and Worcester road,
now in successful operation, and wdth the great Western
Bail-road, that will soon be completed, very many advan-
tages will be derived and imparted. The business of ev-

ery road increases geometrically as it is extended, and rail-
roads thus uniting are of very great mutual benefit.

In regard to transportation of merchandize, &c. there
is abundant reason to be satisfied that it will equal our
highest anticipations, and, like all similar undertakings,
greatly increase the business upon its line.

In respect to passengers—we cannot profess, for it is
impossible, to give precise and particular statements as to
the number with any attainable accuracy. But there are
some known facts, and such considerations as will shew
that there are very few routes in this country which pro-
mise so abundant a support for passengers.

1. The local travelling of this route, we may safely
say, is not surpassed by any rail-road route, of the same
extent, in this country. There is none more populous,
than a belt of ten miles wide from Worcester to Norwich.
In addition to this, there are no people in the world, more
locomotive than the manufacturing population of New
England. Experience has fully proved, that the local busi-
ness of any long line of communication is its main source
of income. It always exceeds the estimates made of it.
On the Newr York Canal, from the time of its comple-
tion to the year 1830, thirty-nine-fortieths of the receipts
from freight and passengers, was for the local business,
that is, for persons and goods landed or taken on board at
intermediate places between Albany and Buffalo. These
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results surprise those who anticipated, as many did, that
the main support would he from the immense countries
bordering upon the great lakes. On the Hudson river,
between Albany and New York, the number of passen-
gers taken on board or landed at some intermediate places
between the two cities, greatly exceeds the number pass-
ing through the entire route. It is the regular, constant,
continued support furnished from the borders of the route
which does and always must support any long line of
communication; and this will be enjoyed by this rail-road
in an eminent degree, and will itself furnish a most am-
ple business.

This road will furnish a most eligible route between
Boston and New York. The distance from Boston to

Worcester and thence to Norwich, is one hundred and
two miles; and thence by steam-boat one hundred and
thirty miles to New York. Passengers may be carried
by this route from Boston to New York in less than six-
teen hours. They will pass through one of the richest
and most beautiful sections of the country, within nearly
the same time as by way of Providence, and it will un-
doubtedly receive a liberal share of the direct travel be-
tween the two cities.

By means of the Western Rail-road to Albany, the
immense trade of the Western States will be opened to
New England, and the Norwich and Worcester road will
afford the most direct and expeditious channel for the
large amount of this trade to and from the populous
country east of the Connecticut valley, which now takes
other directions.

The Congress of ihe U. States have granted liberal
appropriations for the deepening the channel of the river
Thames, in order to open a ship channel from Norwich
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to Long Island Sound. Taken in connection with the
Norwich and Worcester Rail-road, this has been regarded
as one of those thoroughfares promising to he of great
national convenience in time of peace, and of security in
war. It may not be improper to remark that, during the
late war with Great Britain, the squadron under command
of Commodore Decatur, consisting of two frigates and a
sloop of war, found shelter and protection from a superior
force of the enemy in this river, and were enabled to as-
cend within three miles of Norwich. The work of deep-
ening this important arm of Long Island Sound, is com-
mitted to Col. Totten, of the U. S. Top. Engineers,
and under his direction, and very liberal appropriation, is
now in progress, and will be completed as soon as, under
the most favorable circumstances, our rail-road can be in
operation. In the mean time there is no difficulty in nav-
isating: with steam-boats of the first class.C? O

There is one feature of this route that is thought to be
peculiar and greatly facilitating the transportation of heavy
goods, viz. : that from the summit in Ward to tide water

\ miles, is either level or a gradual descent, in no case
exceeding 20 feet in a mile. It wall be seen that this
adds greatly to its value inasmuch as the expenses of
transportation will be less than on any other road in this
quarter of the country.

It will be thus seen, that for what is called local sup-
port, the route of this road has already many and superior
advantages, with the certain prospect that its mineral re-
sources and unemployed water power will be brought
into use, and thus greatly enhance the amount of trans-
portation. From its location these cannot be diverted,
and they have always been considered amply sufficient
to induce the construction of the road. And as one
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route from Boston to New York, will bear a comparison
with any other in respect to time, safety and comfort.
According to a report of the Long Island Rail-road Com-
pany, the distance from Boston to Stonington is 88 miles.
From Stonington to New York is only three miles less
than from Norwich. So that, on the routes by the way
of Providence and Stonington, the saving in distance of a
few miles is too trifling to give any real advantage on
that account. This route is mentioned from no feeling
of hostility, but because many labor under wrong impres-
sions as to the comparative distance. If one route or the
other were to be selected, it would not be on account of
the difference of ten or even fifteen miles in a distance
of more than two hundred miles, but other considera-
tions, the accommodations on the route, the superior
scenery of the country, &c. would he the operating mo-
tives.

Whatever advantages may be anticipated by the con-
struction of the rail-road on Long Island, as furnishing
either the shortest or in any respect the most desirable
route between Boston and New York, this road will
share them as fully as any other. The report of the
Long Island Rail-road Company, states the distance from
Greenport, the termination of their road, to Stonington
to be twenty-five miles, and from New London fifteen
miles. Norwich is but thirteen miles from New Lon-
don, consequently the distance from Norwich to Green-
port is only twenty-eight miles. We sincerely hope that
the road on Long Island will ,be speedily completed, not
doubting that it will be of great public advantage and
cannot fail to aid our enterprize. It has, however, seem-
ed to us, that there might be also a rail-road as advan-
tageously constructed to New York or Connecticut, as
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upon the Long Island shore of the sound. We are not con-
versant with the peculiar advantages of the Island route,
but they certainly would |not supersede the propriety of
constructing one on the Connecticut border of the Sound.
By the report before referred to, it appears that the dis-
tance from Greenport to Brooklyn is ninety-seven miles,
making the whole distance to New York by that route
one hundred and twenty-two miles. The distance from
Norwich to New York by land does not exceed 130.
The amount of local support received on the borders of
this route would be immense as will be seen from the
crowd of passengers in the steam-boats plying between
New York and Norwalk, Bridgeport, New Haven, Hart-
ford, New London and Norwich. The number of pas-
sengers in these boats cannot be less than 300,000 annu-
ally. By this route the inconveniences of two ferries
would be avoided. The passage would undoubtedly be
more rapid on this continuous rail-road than by the Long-
Island route. The country on the borders of the sound
is very favorable, the only impediment being a ferry of
50 rods across the Connecticut river at Essex.

With these general views of the nature and resources
of the country through which the Norwich and Worcester
Rail-road passes —the directors would proceed to state
the progress made in its construction.

The total estimated cost on the completion of the ex-
perimental surveys was, for the graduation and masonry
prepared for a single track, $457,462—and for a double
track, $599,901 —and laid with an edge rail, including
all contingencies, the total expense for a single track,
$1,073,119—and for a double tract, $1,232,802. The
graduation and masonry of the first division of the road ex-
tending from Norwich to Jewetts City, a distance of nine
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miles, embracing by far the most difficult and expensive
parts of the route, was placed under contract in the winter
of 1835, and this part of the work, with the exception of
one and a quarter miles, is entirely completed and pre-
pared for the rails.

Another portion of the road, extending from Jewetts
City to the Providence and Hartford Turnpike, in Kil-
lingly, and constituting the second division, and embrac-
ing a distance of sixteen miles, was placed under contract
in the month of October last, and notwithstanding the
short period that the contractors have been employed up-
on it, from the energy with which it has been prosecuted
and the favorable nature of the excavations, fully one
third part of the graduation and masonry of this division
is already finished.

The experience which has been obtained on the por-
tions of the road completed or now under contract, suffices
to shew that the original estimates of the cost were based
on liberal data. The only item that can affect the cost
of the work to any considerable extent, is the great ad-
vance which has taken place in the price of rail-road
iron, which, with the rail contemplated, would add $lBO,-
000 to the estimated cost.

The part of the road now under contract, which com-
prises the first twenty-five miles contiguous to Norwich,
there is every reason to believe, may be readily com-

pleted and opened for use in the course of the next sum-

mer, and as this part of the route, besides the travel by
the stages from Worcester and Providence, which would
naturally fall into this channel, passes in the vicinity of a

large number of manufacturing establishments, the com-

pletion of this part ol the work would doubtless be a

source of some return to the stockholders.
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The important and unexpected features of the route
which the extended surveys developed, that the total ele-
vation could be readily overcome without requiring a
steeper inclination on any part than twenty feet per mile,
adds greatly to its value in materially diminishing the ex-
penses of transportation. Contracts for land have been
obtained through the entire route, on the most amicable
terms. More than three hundred contracts have been
executed with the proprietors on the route of the road—-
leaving but a very small portion for which releases have not
been procured, and in relation to the very few yet remain-
ing the necessity of a resort to legal measures is not ap-
prehended, and the directors are gratified to be able to
report, that the most cordial and useful assistance has
been almost universally rendered by the inhabitants along
the whole route.

The stock of the company in the State of Connecticut,
$1,000,000, was at an early period subscribed, and three
instalments, amounting to $l5 per share, have been paid.
On the stock in the Massachusetts part of the road, no
payments have been made, and the same, being 4000
shares of $lOO each, remains in the hands of the com-
pany.

By the acts of the two States uniting these corpora-
tions, passed in January and May last, the accounts of the
company are required to be audited and apportioned be-
tween the two before being reported to the Legislature.
One only of the commissioners has been appointed, and the
time has not arrived when by law such a report is requir-
ed to be made, but it will be submitted in detail as soon
as they shall have acted upon them.

They can, however, state that the expenditures of the
8
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company to the Ist of January, 1837, have been $165,-
688 86.

The contractors on the road are prosecuting the con-
struction of it with great energy, and have now employed
nearly 500 men.

The directors have esteemed it due to the company
which they represent, and to the Legislature to furnish
them in detail a portion of the facts in relation to this
road. During its progress no event has occurred to les-
sen their confidence in the undertaking, but the more
thorough their examinations into the nature of the work,
and the sources of its income, the more have they been
convinced of its importance to the public and eventual
profit.

All which is respectfully submitted.

Boston , January 26tk, 1837.

C. W. ROCKWELL, J
ASA CHILD,
JOHN A. ROCKWELL, [> Directors.
RUSSELL HUBBARD, |

JOHN BREED. j
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To the Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts:

The Directors of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corpo-
ration, do hereby make the Second Annual Report of
their acts and doings, receipts and expenditures.
Since the last annual report of the Directors to the Le-

gislature, the capital stock of this corporation has been
increased by the creation of the additional number of five
hundred shares, in pursuance of the act passed on April
16, 1836. In the latter part of the month of July last,
a single track of the rail road was completed throughout
its entire extent, from Taunton to its junction with the
Boston and Providence Rail-road, at Mansfield. The
depots at each termination of the rail-road have also been
finished. A portion of the fencing yet remains incomplete.

In August last, the rail-road was opened for the trans-
portation of passengers, and subsequently for the trans-
portation of merchandize. A contract was entered into
with the Boston and Providence Rail-road Corporation,
by virtue of which, the passenger and merchandize cars
of the Taunton Branch Rail-road Corporation were trans-
ported between Mansfield and Boston, and Mansfield and
Providence, by the locomotives of the former corporation.
This contract expired on January 1, 1837.

The receipts of the corporation, from the commence-
ment of the work to January 1, 1837, have been as fol-
lows :

Original capital stock, $150,000 00
New capital stock, 48,600 00
Interest, 304 02
Bills payable, 14,403 99
Amount received of the resident engineer, 226 76£
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Income from the transportation of passengers, 16,177 95
Income from the transportation of merch. 2,866 52

Total, $232,578 24J
The expenditures during the same period of time have

been as follows:
Incidental expenses and engineering, $2,664 61
Location and survey account, 696 91
Graduation account, 82,271 99
Land and damages, 17,692 95J
Iron rails, plates, sleepers, &c. 75,397 19
Salaries, 6,750 00
Depots, engine-honse, &c. 16,730 87
Cars and engine, 15,473 67
Expenses of transportation, 3,999 83
Amount paid the Boston and Providence

Rail-road Corporation, for their propor-
tion of the income, 8,821 18

Balance in the hands of the treasurer and
of the agent, 3,079 04

Total, $232,578 24£
All which is respectfully submitted.

THOS. B. WALES, J
J. K. MILLS, I n .

,

JNO. F. LORING, f Directors -

GEO. W. PRATT,
Boston , Jan. 16, 1837.

Suffolk, ss. —January 16, 1837. Then personally
appeared the above named Thomas B. Wales, John F.
Loring, J. K. Mills, and G. W. Pratt, and made oath
that this report was true, according to the best of their
knowledge and belie!. Before me,

EDW. PICKERING, Justice of the Peace.
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

11l compliance with the provisions of law, the Directors
of the Western Rail-road Corporation present this their
First Annual Report to the Legislature.

By their act of incorporation, passed March 15th,
1833, their capital stock was authorized to consist of not

less than one nor more than two millions of dollars. After
persevering efforts in various parts of this State, and in
the State of New York, the sum of two millions of dol-
lars was subscribed by over 2201) individuals, and the
corporation was duly organized on January 4th, 1836, by
the choice of Thomas B. Wales, William Lawrence,
Edmund Dwight, Henry Rice, John Henshaw, Francis
Jackson, Josiah Quincy, Jr., Justice Willard and George
Bliss as directors.

The directors then made choice of Thomas B. Wales
as president, Josiah Quincy, Jr. as treasurer, and Ellis
Gray Loring as clerk, and subsequently appointed Major
William Gibbs McNeill, chief engineer, Capt. William
H. Swift, resident engineer, and George Bliss, agent.

The same organization was continued at and after the
annual meeting in June last, with the exception that
Messrs. Lawrence, Rice and Willard gave place in the
direction to Messrs. Laac C. Bates, William Jackson,
and Robert Rantoul, Jr., who were chosen by the Legis-
lature, under the law of 1836, authorizing a subscription

9
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by the Commonwealth for 10,000 shares of the stock of
the corporation.

The engineers were instructed “ to cause the line be-
tween Worcester and Springfield to be examined and
surveyed, and to report the results to the board as soon
as convenient.” Early in April last they commenced
that service, and the surveys have been conducted under
the personal direction of the resident engineer. The por-
tion of the line between Worcester and Brookfield, being
about 20 miles, and embracing the summit in Charlton
and Spencer, has been found to concentrate the greatest
points of difficulty between Worcester and the Connecticut
river ; and it was soon apparent that in that division much
more extended surveys were necessary than had been an-
ticipated by the directors or the engineers. Several in-
dependent lines were run entirely through this division,
and extending into these, very numerous cross lines were
surveyed. Indeed, the whole country for several miles
broad, with all its passes and ravines was most thoroughly
examined by minute and careful surveys. These resulted
in a recommendation, by the engineers, of a route passing
from the village of Worcester, south of New Worcester,
through the most northerly part of Ward, the village of
Clapp-ville, the north part of Charlton and the south part
of Spencer, to the five-mile river, near the East Brook-
field furnace.

After personal examinations by the directors, this route

was approved by them with great unanimity, and under
their order it has been definitely located, and the whole
distance of 19£ miles put under contract for grading, up-
on terms as favorable as were anticipated under the esti-
mates of the engineers. Under the care of very efficient
contractors, the grading has been commenced upon nearly
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all the sections of this division; and the directors have
entire confidence that the work will he prosecuted as
vigorously as the character of it will admit.

An attempt was made to find a more direct and shorter
route from Worcester to Brookfield, hy a survey passing
north of New Worcester, and near the Henshaw Pond, a
little south of the village, of Leicester, and over Grout’s
Summit, in Spencer, to Brookfield. But it was ascer-
tained that no line feasibly direct could be there found
without grades of from 80 to 110 feet for the distance of
about six miles; and that route was abandoned.

The attention of the board and of the engineers was
also directed to an entirely northern route, passing from
Worcester through Rutland and the south part of Barre,
and thence following the Ware and Chickopee rivers to
Springfield.

It is well known that the ridge dividing the waters

running eastward from those of the Connecticut, extends
uninterruptedly from north to south nearly or quite across
the State. In the summer of 1835, surveys were made
along the summit of this ridge, from Boston, through
Leicester and Spencer, to the centre of Charlton, and
direct surveys were made from Worcester, across that
ridge at two points farther north, in the town of Rutland.
These disclosed the fact, that the depressions in the ridge
were generally lower toward the south than at the north.
Those in Rutland being 608 and 535, and those in Spen-
cer and Charlton 444, 450 and 468 feet severally above
the Boston and Worcester Rail-road at Worcester. The
route by Rutland, Barre and the Ware river would,
therefore, pass a summit from about 115 to 140 feet
higher than the selected one through Charlton, and it
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was ascertained that the distance would be more than
nine miles farther than by the adopted line.

The line from East Brookfield to Stony Hill, in the
westerly part of Wilhraham, being about 27 miles, has
also been carefully surveyed. The definite location hav-
ing been ordered is now in progress, and will be com-
pleted in a few days. It pursues the general course of
the valley of Chickopee river, the surface of the country
admitting of little or no variation from it. This portion
of the road will be ready for grading on the opening of
the spring, when, it is believed, the contracts may be made
on more favorable terms than during the past year, or at
the present time.

Minute and careful surveys have also been made upon
four different routes, from Stoney Hill to the Connecticut
river, about seven or eight miles, and for a sufficient dis-
tance westward of the river, to ascertain the most favora-
ble place for crossing it. These surveys with the estimates
upon them are now before the board, and the route to the
river will be selected and definitely located, as soon as
the results of some further investigations, which have
been ordered, shall be submitted to them.

The distance from the freight depot of the Boston
Company at Worcester, to the Connecticut is about 54J
miles. And such is the character of the route westward
of East Brookfield, that it may easily be graded before
the eastern division can be prepared for the rails.

Two separate surveys were made through the village
of Palmer with a view to avoid the circuit by the Chick-
opee river at that point, and obtain a shorter route. This
line was nearly two miles shorter than the one adopted,
but it passed over an additional summit of 367 feet above
the river at Sedgwick’s, and was found not to be reason-
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ably practicable without a resort, to stationary power.
There is now between Worcester and the Connecticut
river no grade exceeding fifty feet per mile, and the en-
tire line is free from short curves. A route might have
been selected with no grade exceeding 42 feet per mile,
but the distance would have been much increased, and
the line less direct. And considering the present im-
provements in Locomotive engines, and their power to
surmount higher grades than those formerly in use, the
directors feel assured, that they have consulted the per-
manent interests of the corporation, and the convenience
of the public by the selection of the route now adopted,
so far as it is decided upon.

No decision has yet been made respecting the depot
upon any part of the route with the exception of the loca-
tion of the depot at Worcester near the Merchandize de-
pot of the Boston and Worcester Company. But the
subject of depots along the line will receive attention in
due season, and probably within the present or early the
next year. And they will be located at points which will
best accommodate the business of the community, and ad-
vance the interests of the corporation.

While these operations have been in progress east of
the Connecticut, the directors have not been unmindful
of forwarding the work westward of that river ; and early
the last summer the engineers were “instructed to cause
such examinations and surveys to be made of the various
routes for the road westward of Connecticut river as
would enable them to report to the board their opinion
of the best route for the location of that part of the road
as soon as practicable.” These surveys were commenc-
ed on the last week in June, and, from that time till near
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the first of December, three parties of engineers were in
the field in the prosecution of them.

The attention of the engineers and of the directors has
been called to two general routes west of the river. The
northern one passes up the Westfield great river to Ches-
ter ; thence following up the west branch of that river to
the summit ridge between the waters of the Connecticut
and Housatonic, in Washington ; thence through Hinsdale,
Dalton, Pittsfield and Richmond to the State line in
West Stockbridgc. This route was surveyed by James
F. Baldwin, in 1828, under the direction of the State, and
it has been more minutely re-surveyed by this company.

The southern route passes from the West part of West-
field, through Otis, Lee and Stockbridge to the State line
in West Stockbridge. A portion of the western part only
of this route was surveyed by Mr. Baldwin. In this gen-
eral direction a great variety of lines have been surveyed,
as well as very many cross ones running into the main
lines in almost all directions. These surveys have spread
over the highlands, between the Connecticut and Housa-
tonic vallies, for the space of more than fifteen miles broad,
and embracing every ravine or depression from Walker’s
Brook, on the turnpike from Chester to Stockbridge, very
nearly to the south line of the State. The distance from
the Westfield valley, by the shortest surveyed line to the
western boundary of the state is about fifty miles, and the
engineers have caused surveys within that district the
past season amounting to about 204 miles,
Other surveys have been had west of the river,

to the extent of 210 “

Making a total of surveys west ot the river, 414 “

Add surveys east of the river the past year, 280 “

Total surveys since April last, 694 “
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This field work, so far as it has yet been ordered west-
ward of the river, has but justbeen completed, and the maps,
profiles and estimates of the various lines are now in pro-
gress, and will be finished in a few weeks. These alone
will justify any decisive opinion upon the merits of either
route. And, indeed, an inspection of these may shew that
still farther examinations are advisable before any definite
direction is given for the location of the road. In that
event, such additional surveys will be forthwith ordered.

Sufficient information is, however, already developed
to shew, that a route may be obtained west as well as
east of the river, practically feasible for locomotive power.
And the directors see no reason to doubt that the route
may be determined upon sufficiently early to be defi-
nitely located, and a portion or the whole of it put under
contract for grading, and the grading commenced the
present year, as the interests of the stockholders may
recommend.

The whole distance from the Connecticut to the State
line will not exceed 62| miles, and it is hoped may be
somewhat within it, making the entire length of the road
not to exceed 117 miles.

Two assessments, of five per cent, each, were laid
upon the stock in the early part of the last year, amount-
ing upon 30,000 shares to $300,000, the whole of which
has been paid in, both by the Commonwealth and private
stockholders ; and the money has been deposited on in-
terest, as received, in seven different banks in various
parts of the State, in proportion to the amount paid in
the several sections.

A third instalment of $5 per share was payable on the
16th day of January instant, and a fourth one of the same
amount will fall due on the 17th day of April next.
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The receipts and expenditures of the corporation up to

the 14th day of January instant, are stated as follows by
the treasurer, viz :

1. Receipts.
Amount of first and second assessments, 300,000 00
Interest received, 2,899 77

$302,899 77
2. Expenditures.

Amount paid for incidental expenses, 9,757 97
“ “ engineer department, in-

cluding surveys, 30,319 36
Amount paid for land damages, 220 00
Balance cash on hand Jan. 14th, 1837, 262,602 44

$302,899 77

Thus far the directors have accomplished every thing
which they had prescribed for themselves at the com-
mencement of the year. The line has been surveyed
from Worcester to the Connecticut river, and located
nearly to that point, and about 20 miles of it put under
contract, and is in process of grading. All the ex-
perimental surveys originally deemed necessary, west of
the river, have been completed, and, indeed, they have
been extended to double the distances at first designed.
And the assessments have been collected with a prompt-
ness which is creditable to the stockholders.

The directors will only add, that the results of the past
years’ operations, as thus delineated, have been most sat-
isfactory, and afford to them and to the stockholders abun-
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darn cause for congratulation in the prospect of future
success.

Respectfully submitted.

THOMAS B. WALES,
EDMUND DWIGHT,
JOHN HENSHAW, rv ,

FRANCIS JACKSON, f Directors.

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr.
ROBERT RANTOUL, Jr. v

Boston, Jan. 27, 1837.

Suffolk ss. January 27, 1837.

Sworn to,

Before me,

ELLIS GRAY LORING,
Justice of the Peace.
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