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sncli as are usually erected above the roof line of build-

ings.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May S, 1905.

An Act relative to the release of persons arrested for Q]invy 304^
DRUNKENNESS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and twelve of the r. l. 21-2, § 37,

Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
-"^'"^"'^

'^'^ •

thirty-seven and inserting in place thereof the following:
— Section 37. Whoever arrests a person for drunken- Persons

ness shall make a complaint against him therefor at the drmfkenueL

next session of the court or of the trial justice having "eieased in

jurisdiction of the case; and such court or trial justice ^_'''**"*'''^*^^'

may proceed to hear and to dispose of the same according

to due course of law ; and may, if the accused has been
released under the provisions of this section, order the

issuance of a warrant for the arrest, or a summons for

the appearance, of the accused for trial, or if the court

is satisfied by the report of its probation officer, or other-

wise, or if the trial justice is satisfied upon inquiry that

the accused has not twice before been arrested for drunk-

enness within a year, and that his statement in writing

hereinafter mentioned is true, the court or trial justice

may thereupon direct that the accused, if still in custody,

be released without arraignment; and if not in custody,

that further proceedings in the case be suspended or that

the complaint be dismissed.

A person so arrested may, after he has recovered from Persons so.

his intoxication, make a statement in writing, addressed make a
'"'^^

to the court or trial justice having jurisdiction of his wruTn^-an!"

offence, giving his name and address, setting forth what reSetu'roni
persons, if any, are dependent upon him for support, his custody, etc.

place of employment, if any, and whether he has been
arrested for drunkenness within the twelve months next
preceding, and requesting to be released from custody;

and may deliver said statement to the officer in charge

of the place in which he is confined, who shall indorse

thereon the name of the arresting officer, and if the arrest

is made within the jurisdiction of a trial justice, his

opinion of the probable truth of said statement for the
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use of siicli trial justice, and shall transmit the same to

such trial justice ; and if the arrest is made within the

jurisdiction of a court having a probation officer, the offi-

cer in charge of the place in which he is confined shall

transmit such statement to said probation officer. Said

probation officer, or his assistants, shall forthwith inquire

into the truth thereof and shall investigate the record of

said person as to previous similar offences, and, for the

use of the court having jurisdiction of the case, shall in-

dorse on such statement, with his signature, the result of

his investigation. The officer for the time being in charge

of the place of custody in a town where no probation offi-

cer resides forthwith may release, and elsewhere the pro-

bation officer or assistant probation officer of the court

having jurisdiction of the offence may direct the officer

in charge of the place of custody forthwith to release, and
such officer so in charge shall thereupon release, such ar-

rested person pursuant to his request: jjrovided, that the

officer so releasing or directing the release believes that the

person arrested has given his true name and address, that

he will appear upon a summons, and that he has not twice

before been arrested for drunkenness within the preced-

ing twelve months.

Section 2. The officer in charge of the place of cus-

tody in which a person arrested for drunkenness is con-

fined shall inform him, when he has recovered from his

intoxication, of his right to make a statement in writing

and request for release as aforesaid, and an officer making
an arrest under the authority of the preceding section shall

not bo liable for illegal arrest or imprisonment, if the

person arrested is released at his request as herein pro-

vided. Approved May 8, 1905.

C7iap.385 An Act to provide for the abolition of certain grade
CROSSINGS AND FOR OTHER RAILROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN

THE CITY OF LOWELL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpora-The Boston
and Lowell

Cor wation to
^i^^^? ^hc Bostou and Maine Railroad, lessee, is hereby re-

aboiish certain (luired within three months after the passage of this act
fiTTftUG cross- i. o
ings in Lowell, to abolisli the grade crossings of said Boston and Lowell

railroad over Middlesex and Thorndike streets east of the

Middlesex street station in the city of Lowell, and at its


