
SENATE. No. 65.

RESOLVES

IN RELATION TO

PETITIONS, TOUCHING THE SUBJECT OF SLAVERY

IN THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.





Mr. Kimball presented the following Resolves, and
gave notice, that he should move them as a substitute for
the Resolves on the same subject, reported on the 23d inst.

Resolved , That the resolution of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of the 18th of January
last, in relation to petitions, touching the subject of slave-
ry, in the District of Columbia, is wrong in principle and
alarming in its tendency, being in our view an entire sub-
version of the natural and constitutional right of petition.

Resolved ,
That we highly approve of the independent

and patriotic course, pursued by the Senators and Repre-
sentatives of this Commonwealth in Congress, in support
of the right of petition and the freedom of speech.

Resolved, That Congress, having exclusive jurisdiction
over the District of Columbia, possesses the constitu-
tional power to abolish slavery and the slave trade in
that District, and that an exercise of said power on the
part of Congress, having due regard to the rights of all,
whose interests are involved, would be consistent with
the genius of liberty and is demanded by justice and ex-
pediency.

Resolved, That the freedom of speech and of the press
is essential to the success and perpetuity of a republican
government, and that any attempt, either by Congress
or any state government, to abridge the free expression
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of opinions, or the transmission of such opinions through
the medium of the public mail, should be regarded as an
attack upon the constitution of our country, and an in-
fringement of the dearest rights of freemen.

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor, be re-
quested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of
our Senators and Representatives in Congress.


