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RESOLVE

RELATING TO AN

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION.



The Committee on so much of his Excellency the
Governor’s address as relates to the amendment of the
constitution, ask leave further to report the accompanying
Resolve, for the due enrolment and promulgation of the
amendment of the constitution for the reduction of the
House of Representatives, and also the said Article of
Amendment.

All which is respectfully submitted.

SETH WHITMARSH, Chairman.

<£ommonto*aUt) of iHassacljusctts.

In Senate, March 8, 1837.



RESOLVE
For the due enrolment and promulgation of the twelfth

Article of Amendment of the Constitution of this
Commonwealth.

Whereas the specific article of amendment hereafter
recited, was proposed in the General Court of this Com-
monwealth, elected for the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-five, as an amendment to the
constitution of the said Commonwealth, and was agreed
to by a majority of the Senators, and two thirds of the
House of Representatives, present and voting thereon,
and was thereupon entered upon the journals of the two
Houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and was
afterwards referred to the General Court elected and re-
turned for the year one thousand eight hundred and
thirty-six, and published, as by the constitution is re-
quired : and whereas the said specific article of amend-
ment was also agreed to by a majority of the Senators,
and two thirds of the House of Representatives, of the

(EommontotalUj of JHassartjusettfiL

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Seven.
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last mentioned General Court, present and voting there-
on ; and the said article of amendment was afterwards
duly submitted to the people of this Commonwealth, in
order that, if the same should be approved and ratified by
a majority of the qualified voters, at meetings legally
warned and held for that purpose, the same might become
a part of the constitution of this Commonwealth: and
whereas it appears, by the returns of votes duly made
and transmitted to the Secretary’s office from the several
cities, towns and districts of this Commonwealth, that,
at meetings legally warned and held for that purpose, in
the said cities, towns and districts, on the fourteenth day
of November last, the said specific article of amendment
has been duly approved and ratified by a majority of the
qualified voters of the said Commonwealth, voting there-
on as required by the constitution ; and the said article
of amendment has accordingly become a part of the con-
stitution of this Commonwealth.

In order to provide for a representation of the citizens
of this Commonwealth, founded upon the principles of
equality, a census of the rateable polls in each city, town
and district of the Commonwealth, on the first day of
May, shall be taken and returned into the Secretary’s
office, in such manner as the Legislature shall provide,
within the month of May, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and in every
tenth year thereafter in the month of May, in manner
aforesaid ; and each town or city having three hundred
rateable polls at the last preceding decennial census of

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
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polls, may elect one representative, and for every tour
hundred and fifty rateable polls in addition to the first
three hundred, one representative more.

Any town having less than three hundred rateable polls
shall be represented thus: the whole number of rateable
polls, at the last preceding decennial census of polls, shall
he multiplied by ten, and the product divided by three
hundred, and such town may elect one representative as
many years within ten years as three hundred is contained
in the product aforesaid.

Any city or town having rateable polls enough to elect
one or more representatives, with any number of polls
beyond the necessary number, may be represented as to
that surplus number by multiplying such surplus number
by ten, and dividing the product by four hundred and
fifty; and such city or town may elect one additional
representative as many years within the ten years as four
hundred and fifty is contained in the product aforesaid.

Any two or more of the several towns and districts
may, by consent of a majority of the legal voters present
at a legal meeting in each of said towns and districts
respectively, called for that purpose and held previous to
the first day of July, in the year in which the decennial
census of polls shall be taken, form themselves into a
representative district, to continue until the next decen-
nial census of polls, for the election of a representative
or representatives; and such district shall have all the
rights, in regard to representation, which would belong
to a town containing the same number of rateable polls.

The Governor and Council shall ascertain and deter-
mine, within the months of July and August, in the year
of our Cord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven,
according to the foregoing principles, the number of rep-
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resentatives which each city, town and representative
district is entitled to elect, and the number of years with-
in the period of ten years, then next ensuing, that each
city, town and representative district may elect an addi-
tional representative; and where any town has not a
sufficient number of polls to elect a representative each
year, then how many years within the ten years such
town may elect a representative; and the same shall he
done once in ten years thereafter by the Governor and
Council, and the number of rateable polls in each decen-
nial census of polls, shall determine the number of repre-
sentatives which each city, town and representative
district may elect as aforesaid ; and when the number of
representatives, to be elected by each city, town or rep-
resentative district, is ascertained and determined as
aforesaid, the Governor shall cause the same to be pub-
lished forthwith for the information of the people, and
that number shall remain fixed and unalterable for the
period of ten years.

All the provisions of the existing constitution inconsis-
tent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby
wholly annulled.
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Resoloed , That the above recited article of amend-
ment shall be enrolled on parchment, and deposited in
the Secretary’s office as a part of the constitution and
fundamental law of this Commonwealth, and shall be
published in immediate connexion therewith, as the
twelfth article of amendment thereto, in all future edi-
tions of the laws of this Commonwealth printed by
public authority.

And in order that the said article of amendment may
be duly promulgated, without delay, among the people of
this Commonwealth,

Be it further Resolved, That his Excellency the Gov-
ernor be and he is hereby authorized and requested to
issue his proclamation, reciting the said article of amend-
ment, and announcing that the same has been duly adopt-
ed and ratified by the people of this Commonwealth, and
has become a part of the constitution thereof; and re-
quiring all magistrates and officers, and all citizens of the
said Commonwealth, to take notice thereof and govern
themselves accordingly.




