
SENATE. No. 75.

AN ACT

TO INCORPORATE THE

BERKSHIRE RAILROAD COMPANY.





The Committee on Rail-ways and Canals, to whom
were referred the Petition of Robert F. Barnard, and the
Petition of Amos Shears, supplemental to the Petition of
Robert F. Barnard to be incorporated as the Berkshire
and New York Rail-road Company; also the Petitions of
Edward F. Ensign and others, of Nathan Benjamins
and others, of Ralph Taylor and others, severally in aid
of the petition of Robert F. Barnard—also the Remon-
strance of N. K. Bills and 126 others, against the sup-
plemental Petition of Amos Shears, have examined the
subject, and ask leave to report a Bill.

C. HUDSON, Chairman.

order of the Committee,

©ommontoealtlj of JHassatJjttsctts.

In Senate, March. 15, 1837.





AN ACT

To Incorporate the Berkshire Kail-road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresenta-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. Robert F. Barnard, Wilber Curtis and
2 Increase Sumner, their associates and successors, are
3 hereby made a corporation, by the name of the Berk-
-4 shire Kail-road Company, with all the powers and
5 privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions
6 and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of
7 the Revised Statutes, and in that part of the thirty-
-8 ninth chapter of said Statutes relating to rail-road
9 corporations.

©onunontotaUij of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Seven.
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1 Sec. 2. The said company may construct a rail-
-2 road commencing on the south line of this Comrnon-
-3 wealth, in the town of Sheffield, near Ashley’s mills,
4 thence running northerly to a point near the junction
6 of the Litchfield and Hartford turnpikes, thence
6 northerly, near the road, leading from said junction to
7 the village of Sheffield, and passing said village, near
8 the meeting-house, and continuing northerly and run-
-9 ning near the road leading from Sheffield, to Great

10 Barrington village, to a point near the meeting-house
11 in said village; thence northerly, running near the
12 road leading from said village to Vandeusenville, to a
13 point near the chapel in said Vandeusenville ; thence
14 northerly, running near the road leading from Van-
-15 deusenville to Housatonicville, to a point near the
16 factory of the Housatonic Manufacturing Company;
17 thence northerly, passing near the dwelling-house of
18 Ebenezer Pope, in the town of West Stockbridge ;

19 to the valley of Williams’ river in said West Stock-
-20 bridge; thence northerly, through said valley to a
21 convenient point at or near the village of West Stock-
-22 bridge, for its intersection with the West Stockbridge
23 Rail-road, or with the Western Rail-road. Or said
24 company, with the consent of the county cornmission-
-25 ers of the county of Berkshire, may commence their
26 rail-road, at any point within said town of Sheffield,
27 west of the southern terminus, at Ashley’s Mills ;

28 thence running northerly, in the most eligible route,
29 to a point, in the route above indicated, at or south-
-30 erly of Great Barrington village.

1 Sec. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall
2 not exceed eight hundred thousand dollars, and shall
3 be divided into shares of one hundred dollars each,
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4 and said corporation may invest and hold such part
5 thereof in real estate, as may be necessary and con-

-6 venient for the purposes of their incorporation.
1 Sec. 4. The Western Rail-road Corporation, shall
2 have authority to unite with said rail-road, by pur-
-3 chasing of said Berkshire Rail-road Corporation, all
4 that part of their road north of the point of union,
5 paying to said Berkshire Rail-road Corporation, the
6 cost of the part so purchased, with interest from the
7 time of payment thereof by the stockholders, to the
8 time of such purchase; reserving to said Berkshire
9 Rail-road Corporation, the right of using the same,

10 by paying to the Western Rail-road Corporation, such
11 toll as by law may be prescribed.

1 Sec. 5. If the said corporation be not organized,
2 and the location of their road filed with the county
3 commissioners of the county of Berkshire, on or be-
-4 fore the first day of December, in the year one thou-
-5 sand eight hundred and forty, or if said road be not
6 completed by the first day of December, in the year
7 one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, this act
8 shall be void.
1 Sec. 6. The Commonwealth may authorize any
2 company to enter with another rail-road, at any point
3 of said Berkshire Rail-road, paying for the right to
4 use the same or any part thereof, such a rate of toll
5 as the Legislature may from time to time prescribe,
6 and complying with such rules and regulations as may
7 be established by the directors of said Berkshire
8 Rail-road.
1 Sec. 7. If said corporation shall enter with their
2 rail-road, any other rail-road such entry shall be by
3 proper turn-outs or switches so as not to incommode



4 unreasonably, the travel of the rail-road so entered ;

5 and said corporation shall pay all the expenses inci-
-6 dent to and in consequence of any alterations that
7 may be necessary in order to effect such entry.
1 Sec. 8. If the Western Rail-road Corporation,
2 shall elect previously to the construction of said Berk-
-3 shire Rail-road, to locate their rail-road over any part
4 of the route described in the second section of this
5 act, it shall have authority so to do.
1 Sec. 9. The Legislature may after the expira-

-2 tion of four years, from the time when this rail-road
3 shall be open for use, from time to time alter or re-
-4 duce the rate of tolls and other profits on said road.

8 BERKSHIRE RAIL-ROAD CO. March, 1837.


