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RELATING TO THE

WORCESTER CO. MANUAL LABOR HIGH SCHOOL.





To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled:

Humbly shows,
The subscribers, Trustees of the Worcester County

Manual Labor High School, that in 1832 a tract of sixty
acres of land was purchased, about a half a mile from the
village in Worcester, at an expense of about $4200, and
academic buildings were erected on the same, at an ex-
pense of about $lO,OOO. The academy has now a library
of about 500 volumes, a philosophical and mathematical
apparatus. The studies pursued are grammar, geogra-
phy, rhetoric, book-keeping, arithmetic, algebra, geome-
try, surveying, the languages, intellectual and natural
philosophy, and chemistry. It was the design of the
benevolent individuals who founded the institution, not
only to afford the means for the acquisition of knowledge,
but to furnish such employment as would promote the
health of the students, while it should enable them to
defray the expenses of board and tuition ; and the trus-
tees feel a pleasure in saying, that those boys who have
performed nearly or quite labor enough to pay their board
and tuition, have made the greatest proficiency in their
studies. The institution has accommodations for 65
boys, and every term since the institution has been es-
tablished, more applications have been made than could
he accommodated. A want of funds has as yet prevent-
ed the erection of buildings sufficient for the accommo-
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dation of the applicants for admission to the school, and
for the erection of buildings necessary for establishing
branches of manufactures and mechanics, affording useful
occupation during the inclement season.

Your petitioners would therefore respectfully solicit
such pecuniary aid from the State as your honorable body
should deem expedient; and as in duty bound will ever
pray.

ISAAC DAVIS,
OTIS CORBETT,
DANIEL GODDARD,
JOSEPH CONVERSE,
SAMUEL D. SPURR,
JONATHAN ALDRICH.

Worcester, January, 1837.

House of Representatives, Feb. 1, 1837.
Referred to the Committee on a petition of the trus-

tees of Amherst College. Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Feb. I, 1837.
Concurred.

CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.



The Special Joint Committee, on the Petition of the trus-
tees of Amherst College, to whom was referred the
Petition of the Trustees of the Worcester County
Manual Labor High School, for pecuniary aid, having
considered the matter submitted, respectfully

That this institution is delightfully situated, about half
a mile, westerly, from the village of Worcester. It was
founded, wholly, by private munificence, and its success
has fully equalled the expectations of its friends. It com-
menced its operations in June, 1834, since which time,
it has conferred its benefits on more than three hundred
pupils. Its number of students, during the past year, as
appears by the annual catalogue, was one hundred thirty-
five. It has a large and well constructed academic build-
ing, sufficient for the accommodation of sixty or seventy
students, and a spacious mansion, used as a residence for
teachers, and a boarding house. These buildings were
erected at a cost of ten thousand dollars. There is at-

Cmmnmitoraltij of i«assac») aaoeits.

In Senate, March 28, 1837.
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tached to the institution a farm of sixty acres of prime
quality of land, that cost, in 1832, $4,200. The school
is furnished with a library of well selected books of about
500 volumes, and with a respectable philosophical, and
chemical apparatus. It has two competent teachers, a
principal, and an assistant. It divides the year into four
terms of eleven weeks each, which are succeeded by a
vacation of two weeks. Its charges for tuition are seven
dollars per term for languages, five for English studies.
Room rent and furniture, two dollars. The board is in
commons, and furnished at cost. The studies pursued
are Grammar, Geography, Rhetoric, Book-keeping, Arith-
metic, Algebra, Geometry, Surveying, the Languages,
Intellectual and Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. The
management of the institution is in aboard of trustees,
who perform faithfully their visitorial duties, and superin-
tend minutely its affairs. At the close of each term, a
bill of all money expended, and for what expended, is sent to
the parents or guardians of each lad in the school. The in-
structors are, also, required to correspond with the parents of
the students, and communicate to them a full and impartial
account of their conduct and proficiency. These regula-
tions seem to your Committee judicious, and well calcu-
lated to preserve the morals and chasten the habits of the
youth committed to their care. Are not these rules wor-
thy of imitation and adoption in other seminaries? The
great danger in sending boys abroad to school, and the
one that excites the greatest anxiety in the father’s bo-
som, is the fact, that they may be exposed to more con-
tamination while removed from the eye of parental super-
vision. A quarterly exhibit of his son’s deportment and
progress cannot but allay much of his anxiety on his
son’s account, and dispose him the more cheerfully to
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entrust his mental culture to other hands. These rules
must be highly useful, too, in restraining lads from ex-

travagant and needless expenditure, to which they are

prone, and will teach them lessons of practical economy,
that will be eminently serviceable to them in after life.

The peculiar feature in this institution, and the one
that commends it to the especial regard of the Legisla-
ture, is the connexion it maintains between manual labor
and mental discipline. It has long been a desideratum
among literary men, to find some remedy against the de-
leterious influences of sedentary employment, and studious
application, to the constitution and health. The young
man who leaves active pursuits, for academic shades, and
the labors of the field, or the mechanic shop, for the clois-
tered occupations of the college, incurs great hazard of
sacrificing his health on the altar of science, and of drink-
ing in, with his draughts of learning, the seeds of debility,
and premature death. Many of the sons of genius, from
this cause alone, have filled an early grave. The useful-
ness of others has been greatly impaired, their existence
rendered comfortless, and their energies withered and
consumed by a protracted consumption.

This experiment seems to your Committee to be favor-
able to the health of its subjects, and favorable to the de-
velopment of new resources, and is, therefore, entitled to
encouragement and a fair trial. Should it succeed in de-
monstrating the compatibility of some regular manual
labor, with mental application, and the requisite literary
proficiency, a great and lasting benefit would be conferred
on the cause of education and literary effort. It has been
supposed, that the two pursuits were incompatible, and
that all attempts to associate them would end in disap-
pointment. It has been said, that the pursuit of labor
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and science by the same person, tended to the distraction
of thought, and the dissipation of intellect, and that the
benefit from his manual industry, either to his health or
purse, was a meager compensation for his great and irre-
parable losses in literary acquisition. This experiment,
thus far, seems to negative these apprehensions, and
prove them gratuitous. The trustees assure your Com-
mittee, that the class of lads under their care, who have
been the most industrious in the field, and have derived
the greatest profit from their industry, have also been the
most studious in their literary application, and have made
the greatest proficiency in scientific attainments. If these
facts be as represented, and your Committee see no rea-
son to doubt them, they will go far toward correcting
public sentiment on this interesting subject. If the union
of manual labor, and literary pursuits shall be found prac-
ticable, an entire change in the scholar’s habits will be
induced. Instead of the cadaverous aspect, which he now
wears, and the corporeal lassitude and debility, which he
now suffers, he will put on the healthful countenance, and
enjoy the muscular development and physical energies of
the agriculturalist and tradesman. The walks of science
will be freed from their most common and greatest dan-
gers, chronic diseases, and premature death.

This institution seems, to your Committee, to be pe-
culiarly adapted to the wants of such students, as seek
only the qualifications for business. To those young
men, whose small means forbid the acquisition of a colle-
giate education, the advantages offered by this school will
be highly acceptable. They can here obtain, at a com-
paratively small cost, a competent knowledge of the prac-
tical sciences, to qualify them for the profitable conduct
of the labors of the field, the work-shop, or counting-
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house. The sciences of chemistry, geometry, surveying,
book keeping, &c. may be acquired at this school, to an

extent sufficient for all practical purposes. While the
substitution of the exercise of industry, for the exercise of
idleness, will contribute to the maintenance of health, and
a sound physical constitution, it will do much toward de-
fraying the industrious student’s necessary expenses. It
will, also, teach the further very important lesson, that
well directed industry and assiduous application are es-
sential to beneficial results in the conduct of all the affairs
of life. So long as example is more instructive than pre-
cept, and practice than theory, this mode of instruction
must be preferable to the usual method. The practical
application of scientific principles impresses them deeply
upon the memory, and renders them more permanent and
available. This sort of discipline is highly useful to lads,
inasmuch as it shows them the intimate connexion be-
tween the means and the end, between labor and its re-
ward. It affords them a practical illustration of the
maxim, that “ time is money,” and that industry is the
parent of comfort. It practically demonstrates, also, the
effects of idleness, and shows the consequences of negli-
gence and unskilful ness.

Your Committee deem this institution worthy of favor,
on account of the security it affords to the morals of its
pupils. Its remoteness from corrupting influences, and
the constant supervision of its teachers, insures compara-
tive safety to well-formed habits,'and to just moral prin-
ciples. Hours, that in other seminaries are usually de-
voted to relaxation and recreation, are here employed in
useful labor. This fact greatly increases the safety and
influence of its other moral securities. Engagement, while
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it is a certain means of happiness, is the surest protector
of good morals. While the mind is occupied, temptation
loses its power to allure into transgression, and morals
and habits are safe, in the absence of inducements to

transcend the limits of propriety.
Institutions of this character have been established in Eu-

rope, and, so far as your Committee are informed, have
proved successful. Similar schools exist in this country;
but their origin is so recent, that their success is yet prob-
lematical. Your Committee can perceive no strong reasons
inconsistent with their ultimate success. Ifsome mechani-
cal labor could be connected with these establishments that
would afford a liberal profit, as well as suitable exercise
for the pupils, at all seasons of the year, the experiment,
we think, would be more likely to succeed. The pecu-
niary profit arising from their labor would be an induce-
ment to young men to resort to these institutions, and if,
in addition to the profit of it, labor should be found to
promote their health, and not materially retard their lite-
rary advancement, these institutions would have a decided
preference over all others.

This institution is in want of funds. Its buildings will
accommodate sixty-five students, and much more room is
needed. Every term, since the commencement of its op-
erations, more or less applications for admission have been
denied on this account. The Trustees are desirous, also,
of erecting suitable buildings for the introduction of cer-
tain manufactures, for the employment of the pupils in
the winter, and other inclement weather. The request
of the petitioners is reasonable, and the object is worthy
of legislative patronage. The disposition of the Legisla-
ture, however, as to applications of this sort, has mani-
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fested itself so unequivocally, that your Committee do
not feel warranted in recommending an appropriation—-
they, therefore, respectfully recommend a reference of the
petition to the next Legislature.

Per Order,

M. LAWRENCE.




