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To His Excellency E dward E verett, Governor o f the
Commonwealth o f Massachusetts:

S ir :— The undersigned, Land Agent of the Common
wealth, asks leave most respectfully to submit the follow
ing report of the transactions of the Land Department, 
for the year now drawing to a dose. The continued 
embarrassments in the financial concerns of every section 
of our country, together with the recent wild speculations 
and indiscriminate purchases, which many persons made 
of Eastern lands, has caused some reaction in the public 
estimate of their value, which, for some time past has, 
and probably for some time to come, will prevent ad
vantageous sales being made to any considerable extent. 
Yet, notwithstanding what may be the estimated value 
at the present time, there is abundant ¡»roof from many 
sources, as well as from my own personal observation, 
that the principal part of the tract of land lying between 
the Penobscot and St. John’s rivers, and extending north 
to Canada line, is of an excellent quality for agriculture, 
and the banks of the several livers and streams, and ad
joining lands, are abundantly covered with valuable tim
ber, and so long as lumber is an important material for 
building, no circumstance whatever can prevent, for any 
considerable period, a gradual advance in the price of 
timber lands in the state of Maine, for it is to the forests 
of that state, that all New England, and many of the 
Middle States, must look for their principal supply.
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During the stagnation that the times have caused in 
the sales of the public lands, much has been effected in 
preparation for future sales, by opening and constructing 
roads, making explorations of such townships and tracts, 
as in all probability will command the first attention of 
purchasers, when business again resumes its activity, and 
property again becomes valuable. Several excellent 
townships of timber lands have been critically explored, 
and minutely examined, the growth particularly de
scribed in quantity, quality and kinds, together with 
the facilities of removing the same to market, so that the 
value of such tracts may be as clearly demonstrated, as 
that of any property not immediately under the eye.

In compliance with a resolve of the Legislature, passed 
the 12th day of April last, appropriating the sum of five 
thousand dollars for completing the Aroostook road, &c., 
a small number of men were employed through the season, 
grubbing out the roots, stumps and rocks, making culverts 
and ditches, ploughing and smoothing off the road as fast 
as they advanced onward, leaving it to settle well, and be 
in state to receive the gravel next season. We were in
duced to take this course in consequence of the extraor
dinary high price demanded for every article of supplies 
necessary for the subsistence of the laborers, and the cattle 
employed for the service, and which considerably more 
than balanced the saving caused by the diminution in the 
price oi wages ; we therefore thought it would be better 
to husband a part of the appropriation, to be disbursed 
the next season, when it can probably be expended with 
better economy.

Connected with the Aroostook road, we have cut out 
a short road leading from township No. 6 in the 5th 
range to No. 6 in the 3d range, from whence a direct
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route to Houlton is opened, and already travelled, through 
a first rate country for agriculture, where many families 
have already commenced its cultivation, with a promise 
of profitable returns for their labor.

We, have also had a road cut out from the northwest 
bay of Moose-head lake, commencing in township W, 
thence continuing a northwesterly direction, passing 
through the 4th range of townships, and township No. 4 
of the 5th range, till it intersects the road from Kennebec 
to Quebec, about eight miles beyond the height of land 
which divides Canada from the state of Maine. This 
road is cut out four rods in width, and from a travel path 
of one rod in width in the centre, the trees are cut smooth 
with the surface of the ground, the cradle hills and other 
obstructions removed, so as to afford comfortable travelling 
during the winter months; incalculable benefits will no 
doubt result to the public by this avenue being opened, 
as it promises to be of great public accommodation, and I 
believe one or two years at farthest, will exhibit an ac
tivity of intercourse between the province of Lower Can
ada and state of Maine, much to the advantage of the 
public domain, and cannot fail to bring the country into 
notice, and thereby enhance the value of the land, partic
ularly as it is the most direct route from the city of Que
bec and settlements on the river Chandiere to the Atlantic 
waters, passing over an extensive country, hitherto but 
little known, except to surveyors and Indian hunters, and 
will, at no very distant period, invite the industrious and 
enterprising husbandmen to make their location in that 
fertile region.

Pursuant to a Resolve, passed the first day of April, 
1836, in w’hich the undersigned was directed to give no
tice to the proprietors of all lands, whereon a certain
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number of families were required to be placed within a 
certain time, as specified by a condition in their several 
deeds, and who were not known to have complied there
with, that they must transmit, on or before the first day 
of June 1836, a list of the number of settlers they have 
respectively placed on their lands, if any, and pay the 
sum of thirty dollars for each and every family which 
should then be deficient of the whole number required, 
or give a bond therefor payable in one year thereafter, in 
default of which their lands would be declared forfeited. 
The notice was accordingly given, and most of the gran
tees have produced evidence of a seasonable fulfilment of 
the condition, others have given the required bonds, and 
in a few instances no attention whatever has been paid to 
the notice, some of those who gave bonds have neglected 
to pay them at maturity, probably owing to the difficulty 
arising from the state of the pecuniary affairs of the com
munity.

Another subject which is of considerable importance 
and has engrossed much of my attention, is that growing 
out of the long protracted and difficult question in relation 
to the north-eastern boundary. The territory which is 
in dispute would be to us of incalculable value if at this 
time it was in our undisputed possession, but I fear, and 
it is very certain that so far as regards the value of the 
growth thereon is concerned, if the controversy is not 
soon brought to a close, there will not be much remain
ing, for the lumbermen are cutting and removing the val
uable timber every season, last winter and spring more 
timber was cut and floated down the river St. John, than 
was ever known to have been driven down that river in 
any previous year, and this is done under the colour and 
pretence of being cut upon granted lands, but it is well
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understood by those conversant with that country that a 
very small portion is brought from the signories, and that 
immense quantities are cut elsewhere and smuggled down 
wrongfully—this evil is growing and increasing annually.

An account of the receipts and disbursements of this 
department will be laid before the Legislature at their 
approaching session, as soon as all the documentary 
vouchers are received.

All which is respectfully submitted,

by your very h’ble servant,

GEORGE W. COFFIN,

Land Office, ) 
December 13, 1837. \

Land Agent.
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