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To the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the Com
monwealth o f Massachusetts in General Court assem
bled, January, 1838:
The subscribers, a Committee appointed by the last Gen
eral Court, on the petition o f the town of Bolton, to
establish a part of the line between that town and
Marlborough, have attended to the duties of their ap
pointment, and submit the following

REPORT.
At the session of the General Court, which was held
in January, 1836, Samuel Gibson and six others, repre
senting themselves as “ interested in or resident on a
small tract o f land, in the south-easterly part o f Bolton,
in the county o f Worcester, and the town of Marlborough,
in the county o f Middlesex,” presented their petition,
praying, for the reasons therein set forth, that the line
between the said towns might be so altered, as to include
the above mentioned tract o f land, (being about eight acres
in extent,) within the town o f Marlborough, by a line,
particularly described in the petition. The reasons stated
by the petitioners are; 1. That the line between Bolton
and Marlborough, at this place, is unsettled, and in dis
pute, in consequence o f which, a part o f the tract o f land
above mentioned, together with the inhabitants thereon,
had been several times taxed, and the taxes paid in both
towns: 2. That the petitioners are at a greater distance

4

B O L T O N AN D M A R L B O R O U G H L IN E .

Jan

from the centre o f Bolton, than they are from the centre
o f Marlborough : 3. That they are much further from any
school in Bolton, than they are from a school in Marlbor
ough ; and 4. That they are in the immediate vicinity of
a manufacturing village in Marlborough, where they
have been and are in the habit o f transacting the most of
their business.
On this petition, an order passed (March 29, 1836,)
appointing a committee to view the premises,— hear the
parties,— and report a line to be established, with their
doings thereon, to the next General Court.
T h e committee, appointed by this order, proceeded to
the discharge o f the duties o f their appointment, in the
month o f October, 1836; and, having viewed the prem
ises, and heard the parties, they reported, that, for the
reasons set forth in the petition and for others apparent
on the view, and in order to remedy the evils complained
of, and to promote the interest o f both towns, it would
be expedient to establish a line somewhat different from,
but yet substantially the same with, that prayed for by
the petitioners.

This line the committee accordingly re

ported to the last General Court. ( !)
T he above report having been made, the town of Bol
ton, by their committee, remonstrated against the estab
lishment o f the line, as prayed for by Samuel Gibson and

others, for the following reasons, namely :
1.
That the line, which is now said to be in dispute
between the towns o f Bolton and Marlborough, was es
tablished at or near the time, when the town of Sudbury,
which originally included Marlborough, was incorporated,
viz. in the year 1639, and had always since been considP)

See the first Plan annexed to this Report.
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ered to be a straight line from a monument at the corner
of Bolton and Berlin, to a monument on Cox’ s hill, both
which monuments are admitted by the parties to indicate
the true boundaries. ( ’)
2. That, by establishing a line, in conformity with the
prayer of the petitioners, the benefits to the latter would
be trifling, the place of transacting municipal business in
Marlborough being but sixty rods nearer to the petition
ers than the town-house in Bolton, and the school-house
in the former being one hundred and ninety-four rods
only nearer to the petitioners than that to which they be
long: in Bolton.
3. That the disadvantages, which would result to the
town of Bolton, from the proposed annexation, would be
much greater, than the advantages, which would result
therefrom to the petitioners : inasmuch, as the territory
of the town of Marlborough is already greater than that
of the town o f Bolton ; and the population o f the former
is nearly double that o f the latter, Marlborough having a
population o f 2074, and Bolton a population of 1258;
and, as by the annexation, Bolton would lose and Marl
borough gain about thirty inhabitants, five dwellinghouses, about twenty-two acres o f land, and a water
privilege.
4. That if the proposed annexation were made, the
number o f ratable polls in the town of Bolton would be
so reduced, that the inhabitants thereof would be deprived,
under the recent amendment of the constitution, o f tin;
privilege, which they would otherwise enjoy, of sending a
representative to the General Court, every year during
the next ten years.
(1) See the Plan above mentioned.
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5. That if the proposed annexation were to be made,
the town o f Bolton would be obliged to pay the petition
ers’ proportion o f a county tax, until a new valuation,
unless the state valuation should be altered.
6. And, lastly, the remonstrants alleged, that they
had not been fully heard before the Viewing Committee.
Shortly after the presentation of their remonstrance,
the inhabitants of Bolton also presented a petition to the
General Court, containing in substance the objections
urged in their remonstrance, and stating further, that, in
asmuch as the proposed alteration affected the dividing
line between the counties o f Worcester and Middlesex,
those two counties ought to have been notified and heard
before the committee.
The petition concluded with a prayer, that a commit
tee might be appointed, “ with full power to examine
into the subject o f the said line,— to ascertain if the same
can be accurately determined,— to consider if any altera
tion is needful,— and, if any, to report the same.”
On this petition, the last General Court passed an or
der, appointing the subscribers “ a Committee to view
the premises, and hear the parties, at the expense of the
petitioners, and report a line to be established, either up
on the old straight line, claimed by Bolton as the true
line, or upon the line reported by the committee upon the
petition o f Samuel Gibson and others, or any where be
tween the two above mentioned lines, as shall best sub
serve the interest o f all concerned :— and that said com
mittee give notice to all parties interested of the time
and place o f their meeting, and report their doings to the
next General Court.”
The committee, in discharge o f the duties of their
appointment, under the order above mentioned, appointed
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a meeting at the tavern o f Loring Cox, in Feltonville, in
the town o f Marlborough, near the disputed line, on the
twenty-ninth day o f June last, in order to view the prem
ises in question, and to hear the statements o f all parties,
who might appear before them for that purpose; and they
notified the petitioners, (Samuel Gibson and others), the
several towns o f Bolton and Marlborough, and the county
commissioners of the several counties o f Middlesex and
Worcester, o f the time and place o f their meeting.
At the time and place appointed, the committee met:
and were attended by the committees of the towns o f
Marlborough and Bolton,— by the petitioners,— by Pliny
Merrick, Esq., on behalf o f the county commissioners of
Worcester,— and by Abner Wheeler, Esq., one o f the
county commissioners o f Middlesex, on behalf o f that
board.
The committee first proceeded to view the premises,
and to hear the explanations and statements o f the par
ties on the ground ; and, having returned to the place of
meeting, the parties were there heard at length.
The committee were directed by the order, under
which they were appointed, to report a line to be estab
lished, (1 ) either upon the old straight line claimed by
Bolton as the true line, or (2 ) upon the line, reported by
the committee on the petition o f Samuel Gibson and oth
ers, or (3 ) any where between the two above mentioned
lines, as should best subserve the interest o f all concerned.
The questions for the consideration o f the committee
being thus distinctly presented, they thought proper to
hear the statements and arguments o f the parties, first, in
relation to the true line, and then in relation to the pro
priety o f annexing the petitioners, with their estates, to
the town o f Marlborough.

The committee were also
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induced to take this course, for the further reason, that,
if the jurisdiction of the territory, oil which the petition
ers reside, were really questionable, between these two
towns, the Legislature might be induced to annex the
petitioners to the town o f Marlborough, for less weighty
reasons of convenience, than if there were little or no
doubt touching the true line.
The committee, therefore, proceed to consider and
report upon the several subjects referred to them, in the
order above mentioned.
First, where is the true dividing line between the toivns
o f Bolton and Marlborough, within the termini, which are
not in dispute ?
T he line in dispute commences at a point, where the
dividing line between Bolton and Berlin strikes the north
westerly line o f the town o f Marlborough, and extends
thence in a northeasterly direction about three hundred
and sixty rods, to a monument on C ox’s hill, so called,
where said line makes an angle, and extends more north
erly. The boundaries at Berlin corner and at C ox’s hill
are marked with permanent stone monuments, agreeably
to the provisions o f the statute of 1826, ch. 117, and are
admitted by both parties to be correctly established. In
reference to the line between the monuments, which is
the only part in dispute, the town of Bolton insists, that
the true line is a straight line from the monument at
Berlin corner, to the monument on C o x ’s h ill; while the
town of Marlborough asserts, that the true line follows
certain intermediate boundaries or monuments, which in
dicate the line as perambulated, according to the provi
sions of law, for a great many years past.
Between
Berlin corner and C ox’ s hill, there are four o f these inter-
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mediate boundaries ; from Berlin corner to the first, the
line varies a little, in a northerly direction, from a straight
line ; from thence to the second intermediate boundary,
it varies a little in a southerly direction ; and from the
third to the fourth, and from the fourth to the monument
on Cox’ s hill, the line inclines southerly. The greatest
divergence o f the perambulated line from the straight
line, is at the third o f the intermediate boundaries. ( ')
In favor o f the straight line, the agents ol the town of
Bolton produced two plans, the one o f the town of Bol
ton, and the other o f the town o f Marlborough, taken in
pursuance of a resolve o f the General Court, passed June
26, 1794, on both o f which the line in question is deline
ated as a straight line. (3)
They also referred to the
erection o f the permanent stone monuments, erected in
1829, in pursuance o f the requisitions o f the statute of
1826, ch. 117, at Berlin corner and at C ox’ s hill. This
statute required the selectmen o f towns adjoining, at the
next perambulation made thereafter of town lines, at the
joint and equal expense o f their respective towns, to cause
to be erected permanent monuments, to designate their
respective boundary lines, at each and every angle thereof.
It was admitted, by the agents of the town o f Marlbo
rough, that, at the time o f the perambulation under that
statute, (and, indeed, until the year 1834,) the line always
had been, and then was understood by both parties, to be
a straight line, between Berlin corner and Cox’ s hill ;
and, consequently, that permanent monuments were set
up at those ¡joints only, and not at any of the intermedi
ate boundaries.
(!) See these lines and monuments delineated on the plan above mentioned.
(2) See the second plan annexed to this report.

2
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On the other hand, the agents o f the town o f Marl
borough produced a certificate o f the perambulation of
the line between that town and Bolton, in 1794, which
described and followed the intermediate boundaries abovementioned ; and it was agreed, by both parties, that the
same line and boundaries had been repeated in the certi
ficates o f perambulation from 1794 to 1834.
On this evidence, the committee were called upon to
decide between the straight line and the perambulated line;
and they had no difficulty in coming to the conclusion,
that the former is the true line for the following reasons.
T h e intermediate monuments, as they now exist, diverge
so little from a straight line, that, in the absence of plau
sible grounds for the contrary supposition, the inference
is irresistible, that they were intended by the surveyor or
other persons, by whom they were originally established,
to indicate a straight line ; or, from having originally in
dicated a straight line, or a straighter line than they now
indicate, they may have been slightly varied from their
original location, by natural causes, operating through
a long course o f years.

Both these suppositions are

strengthened by the character o f the territory, and of the
monuments remaining.

When these monuments were

originally established, the whole neighborhood must have
been a wilderness, and the nature o f the ground such,
that, when covered with a growth of underwood, as well
as trees, it must have been impossible to see distinctly
much if any further than the distance between these in
termediate monuments.

T w o o f these monuments are

mere loose collections o f stones, with a stake or a stump
in or near the centre ; one o f the others is now represent
ed by a very large stone in a wall by the road side; and
another is supposed to be covered by the corner of a
building attached to a dwelling-house.

There is nothing
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in the character o f the land, over which the line runs, to
rebut the presumption, that these intermediate boundaries
were intended to designate a straight line ; but, on the
contrary, there is, in the opinion of the committee, the
fullest evidence, that such was the fact.
In the year 1794, a resolve passed in the General
Court, requiring the inhabitants o f the several towns to
cause to be taken, by their selectmen or some other suit
able persons, accurate plans o f their respective towns,
and to return the same into the office o f the Secretary, in
order that an acccurate map might be made therefrom o f
the Commonwealth.

These plans were required to be

taken on a scale o f 200 rods to an inch.

The resolve

provided, that it should be the duty o f the person or per
sons, appointed to make the plans, by the most ancient
town, adjoining any other town, to notify the selectmen
of the latter, of the time and place o f meeting, for running
the lines, ten days beforehand; and that it should be the
duty of the town so notified, to appoint and require some
suitable person or persons to attend on their behalf, with
the person or persons so notifying, for the purpose o f run
ning such line or lines; and that where the line or lines
between adjoining towns were unsettled and in dispute,
in such case, there should be specified on the respective
plans of such towns the several lines in contest, stating
accurately and particularly the difference of such claimed
lines o f boundary and division, in their difference, course,
and bearing from each other.

The plans already alluded

to, which were produced in evidence before the commit
tee, by the agents o f the town o f Bolton, were the ori
ginal plans o f that town and o f the town o f Marlborough,
taken in pursuance o f the resolve above mentioned. These
plans agree perfectly in delineating the disputed line as a
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straight line, and there is no memorandum on either, that
any part o f this line was at that time in dispute. The
committee cannot resist the conclusion, that, at the time
when these plans were taken, the line between Berlin
corner and C o x ’ s hill, as indicated by the intermediate
monuments, was, in point o f fact, a straight line, or that
it was then agreed and understood by the parties to be a
straight line.

If the manner, in which these monuments

were originally erected and have been since preserved,
be considered, it seems to the committee much more pro
bable, that, having been placed originally so as to indi
cate a straight line, they have been since gradually re
moved to their present respective situations, than that the
agents and surveyors o f both towns should have been so
negligent and careless, or so much deceived, as to concur
in delineating the line as straight when in fact it was not
so.
T h e conclusion o f the committee is corroborated by
the proceedings o f these towns, in the execution of the
duties required o f them, by the statute o f 1826, chapter
117, the first section o f which, as already remarked, re
quired the erection o f permanent monuments at each and
every angle o f town lines, where they were not bounded
on the ocean or some permanent stream o f water.

The

committee are constrained to consider the fact, that, in
pursuance o f this statutory provision, the towns o f Bolton
and Berlin erected permanent monuments at C ox’s hill,
and at Berlin corner, without erecting any at the inter
mediate points which indicate the perambulated line, in
connexion with the proceedings o f these towns in 1794,
to be conclusive evidence, that, from the year 1794 to the
year 1829, the line now in dispute was considered by
both towns to be a straight line.

13
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By a resolve, passed March 1, 1830, the several towns
in the Commonwealth were again required to cause sur
veys to be taken and plans made, with a view to a more
correct map, than that which had been prepared from the
plans taken in pursuance o f the resolve of 1794.

These

plans were required to be on a much larger scale than
the former.

T he resolve contained a provision, similar

to and apparently copied from that already quoted from
the resolve o f 1794, in relation to the running of lines be
tween adjoining towns, and the delineation of disputed
lines.

The plans taken by the towns o f Bolton and

Marlborough, in pursuance o f the resolve of 1830, repre
sent the disputed line to be a straight line between Ber
lin corner and C ox ’ s hill.

The selectmen o f Marlborough,

however, have since protested against the correctness of
the plan thus taken o f their town.

But, the fact, that

the disputed line is represented on both plans to be a
straight line, without any memorandum o f their being
any dispute in relation to it, is conclusive evidence, that,
at the time when the surveys were taken, from which
these plans were made, the line was then understood to
be straight. (*)

(!) The town o f Marlborough was originally a part o f Sudbury, and that
of Bolton a part o f Lancaster. Sudbury was incorporated in 1639, Lancas
ter in 1653, Marlborough in 1660, and Bolton in 1738. The votes or orders
by which the colonial government conferred the privileges o f towns upon
Sudbury, Lancaster and Marlborough, are entered on the Journals o f the
acts and proceedings o f the colony. But these entries contain no descrirtion o f those towns, respectively; for which reference is made to the report
of some agent or surveyor appointed to assign and settle the same. The act
of the provincial legislature, by which Bolton was set off from Lancaster,
and made a town, refers to the line between that town and Marlborough
without describing it. The fact, that the committee have been unable to
refer to any original written description o f the boundary line, in dispute be
tween Marlborough and Bolton, is thus satisfactorily accounted for.
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There can be no doubt, therefore, the committee think,
that the true line between Bolton and Marlborough is a
straight line from Berlin corner to C ox’s hill; but, if they
are mistaken in this supposition, then, the perambulated
line is the true line ; and, inasmuch as the establishment
o f either o f these lines, in preference to the other, is not
material to the convenience o f the petitioners, and would
not correspond with their desires; w e are consequently
brought to the consideration o f the second question above
proposed, independent o f all considerations o f a disputed
boundary and jurisdiction.
Second, ought the line reported by the committee upon
the petition o f Samuel Gibson and others, to be established
as the dividing line between these towns?
This question, for the reasons already stated, must be
considered without reference to the question o f the true
line, and precisely as if the petitioners had simply prayed
to be set o ff from Bolton, and annexed to Marlborough.
T h e line, reported by the viewing committee o f the last
year, varies slightly from that prayed for by the petition
e rs; but, if the prayer o f the petition be granted, the
committee have no doubt, that the former would better
subserve the interests o f all parties, than the latter. The
division o f the territory in N ew England into townships,
and the establishment o f town lines, are doubtless intend
ed to promote the convenience o f the inhabitants, in the
discharge o f their municipal duties, and in the enjoyment
o f their municipal rights. And, for the same reason, that
town lines were originally established, the committee
conceive, that they may and ought afterwards to be alter
ed, namely, to promote the convenience o f the citizens.

1838.
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But, inasmuch as town lines are established for the con
venience o f all the citizens in the respective towns, the
towns in their corporate capacity ought to be heard, on
all questions affecting the integrity of their boundaries.
And, when it is proposed to take a portion of the territory
of one town, and annex it to another, for the greater
convenience o f the inhabitants resident thereon, against
the will o f the former, the committee think that it ought
to be shown affirmatively, on the part o f those, who pro
pose such annexation, that the advantages which will
thereby result to them, are sufficient to outweigh the dis
advantages, which will result therefrom to the town re
fusing. The committee propose to examine the reasons
presented to them, for and against the proposed annexa
tion, by this rule.
The petitioners (except tw o) appeared

before the

committee in person, and were severally heard in expla
nation o f their reasons for desiring to be annexed to
Marlborough.
O f the two, who did not appear, one
had sold the estate, on account o f which he originally
signed the petition, and the other, it was stated and ad
mitted, had withdrawn himself from the petition.

One

inhabitant o f Bolton, who was not one o f the petitioners,
but a small part o f whose territory was included in the
territory proposed to be annexed to Marlborough, appear
ed before the committee, and objected to the annexation.
The reasons, offered by the petitioners, were substantially
the same, as are set forth in their petition. They al
leged :
E That they were nearer by three fourths of a mile to
a school-house in Marlborough, than to that of the dis
trict in Bolton, to which they belong.
2. That they were sixty rods nearer to the place o f
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transacting municipal business in Marlborough, than to
the town-house in Bolton.
3. That they formed, as it were, a part o f the village
o f Feltonville, in the town o f Marlborough, with the in
habitants o f which all their interests and feelings are
associated.

In illustration o f this fact, the petitioners

stated, that there was a lyceum established in that vil
lage, o f which they were some or all o f them members :
— that there was a post-office established there, through
which they transmitted and received their letters :— that
there was a mutual fire insurance company established in
Marlborough, for the taking o f risks in that town alone,
at which, as making a part o f the village o f Feltonville,
they were desirous o f insuring their property, but from
which they were precluded as inhabitants of Bolton :—
that there was a burial ground in Feltonville, where it would
be more convenient for them to deposit the remains of
their relatives and friends, than in the burial ground at
Bolton :— and that, in all their business and social rela
tions, they were connected with the inhabitants of Fel
tonville, and consequently with the town o f Marlborough,
and thus felt the interest o f citizens in all the municipal
affairs o f that town, rather than in those o f Bolton.
The committee will consider each o f these reasons
separately.
1.
Schools. The distance o f the petitioners from the
school in Bolton, to which they are attached, is something
over a mile and a half, and from that in Marlborough,
about half that distance. T hey have, for some time past,
sent their children to the latter school, by the indulgence
and kindness of the members of that district. In this
respect, the committee are o f opinion, that the petitioners
are in no worse condition, certainly, than are those of the
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inhabitants o f most o f the country towns in the Common
wealth, who reside near the boundary lines thereof; and
that this is not o f itself a sufficient reason for the annexa
tion of the petitioners to Marlborough.
2. Voting. The petitioners are sixty rods nearer the
place of voting in Marlborough, than to the town-house
in Bolton; but it was admitted, that the road to the lat
ter is so much easier and better than that to the former,
as to make up fully for the difference o f distance.
3. The connection o f the petitioners with the village o f
Feltonville. This village, which is situated in the north
erly part o f Marlborough, and very near the dividing line
between that town and Bolton, contains about forty
buildings, among which are two or three stores, one tav
ern, and several manufactories of leather, shoes and
combs.
Its population amounts probably to between
two and three hundred. It was manifest to the commit
tee, that all or nearly all the business and social relations
of the petitioners connected them with the inhabitants of
this village, and thus rendered them in feeling and inter
est, citizens of Marlborough.

But the committee do not

think it necessary to the full enjoyment of these relations,
(except in one respect), that the petitioners should be
connected with that town.

In regard to the exercise of

municipal rights, it is true, that the petitioners, in inter
est and feeling, are citizens o f Marlborough, while, in
law, they are inhabitants and voters o f Bolton.
The only real advantages, therefore, which, in the
opinion o f the committee, would result from the annexa
tion of the petitioners to the town of Marlborough, are
two, namely, they would be somewhat nearer to a school
than they now are,— and they would have the right to
vote in Marlborough, with the citizens o f which they are
3
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associated in feeling and interest, in preference to Bolton,
with whose citizens they have few or none of such asso
ciations.
T he committee are thus brought to the question,
whether these advantages, which would result to the jive
petitioners, are sufficient to outweigh the disadvantages,
which would result to the town of Bolton, from the pro
posed annexation. T he objections o f the inhabitants of
Bolton are, that they would thus be deprived o f a portion
o f valuable territory, and o f several inhabitants, for the
benefit o f Marlborough, which town now contains a
greater extent o f territory and a larger population than
Bolton. A further objection, originally urged by that
town, was, that, by the proposed annexation, their ratable
polls would be so reduced in number, as to deprive them
o f their right o f representation, according to the recent
amendment o f the constitution, for one out o f the next
ten years. This objection is for the present remov
ed, inasmuch as the representation is now fixed for the
succeeding ten years, on an enumeration o f ratable polls,
which includes the petitioners without the town of Bol
ton. But the objection remains in principle. The pop
ulation o f Bolton has diminished since the last census in
1830, and is now less than it was in 1820; and the in
habitants being wholly or almost wholly engaged in agri
culture, their number is not likely to increase, even if it
should not decrease, within the next ten years.
T he committee are o f opinion, that the advantages,
which would result to the petitions, are not sufficient to
out-weigh the disadvantages, which would result to the
inhabitants o f the town o f Bolton, from the proposed an
nexation.
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The only question, therefore, which now remains for
consideration, is :
Third, whether “ the interest o f all concerned” requires
the establishment o f a line anywhere “ between the old
straight line claimed by Bolton as the true line,” and 11the
line reported by the committee upon the petition o f Samuel
Gibson and others.”
I he perambulated line diverges so far northerly from
the straight line, that it lies wholly between that and the
other line above mentioned.

There are three inconveni

ences, attending the establishment of the perambulated
line, namely :
1. It makes no less than three angles between Berlin
corner and C ox’s hill, and wmuld therefore require four
additional permanent monuments to be erected and main
tained, one of which, as already remarked, it would be
necessary to place in the interior o f a dwelling-house.
2. Within a few years, a road has been laid out and
made, which is crossed three times within the distance o f
about half a mile, by the perambulated line, in such a
manner, that, if that line should be established, one side
of the road, for a considerable distance, would be in B ol
ton, and the other in Marlborough.
3. I he perambulated line passes through two build
ings.
In consideration o f these reasons, the committee are o f
opinion, that the perambulated line, even if it were the
true line, ought not to be adopted.
The straight line is free from all these difficulties and
objections, except one similar to the last named.
It
commences at Berlin corner, which is on the south side
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o f the road alluded to, and crosses the road but once, at
or near a point, where it is intersected by another road,
and is thus free from some o f the objections above men
tioned. But it passes through two buildings, throwing
the principal part o f each, however, into the town of
Marlborough.

T he committee are o f opinion, that this is

not o f itself a sufficient reason for an alteration of the
line. It is a circumstance, which can give rise to no
practical inconvenience, provided the line is permanently
fixed and established ; or, at any rate, it can cause no
more inconvenience, (if any) than has for many years re
sulted from considering the perambulated line as the true
line ; and the committee are not aware, that any incon
venience resulted from the fact, so long as the line was
undisputed, and there was no claim o f jurisdiction on the
part o f Bolton.
T he committee have thus disposed o f the last question,
without inquiring into the propriety o f the establishment
o f a line for the accommodation o f the petitioners; for
the reason, that having come to the conclusion that the
straight line is the true line, such an inquiry would re
solve itself into the question, whether the petitioners
ought to be annexed to Marlborough, which the commit
tee have already examined.
In accordance with the views above expressed in de
tail, the committee are o f opinion, that “ the old straight
line, claimed by the town o f Bolton, as the true line,”
ought to be established as such by la w ; and, in this opin
ion, as well as in the reasonings and considerations, on
which it is founded, they think it proper to add, they all
agree.
T he committee annex two plans, which they make a
part o f this report.

T he first presents a view o f the vil-
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lage of Eeltonville, together with the several lines and
monuments referred to in the above report.

The other

exhibits those portions o f the respective plans of Bolton
and Marlborough, taken in pursuance of the resolve of
1794, which delineate the disputed line. This last plan
was copied from plans deposited in the office of the Sec
retary o f the Commonwealth.
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