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SENATE

REPORT
OF T H E

COMMISSIONERS
ON

UNINCORPORATED LANDS.

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representa
tives o f the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts, in Gen
eral Court assembled, fo r the year 1838 :
The Commissioners appointed by His Excellency the
Governor, by and with the consent of the Council,
pursuant to a resolve of the last Legislature, of the
twentieth of April last, “ to view all the unincorpo
rated lands of this Commonwealth, after having given
due notice to all persons interested, and make ar
rangements for their incorporation or annexation to the
adjoining towns, and report to the next General
Court;” have attended the duty assigned them, and
now submit the following

REPORT:
The Commissioners not having been furnished with the
number of those unincorporated tracts, their location, or
any other facts in relation to the object of their appoint
ment, may not have viewed all the lands of that charac
ter within this Commonwealth; but, from the best infor
mation they were enabled to obtain, they ascertained the
whole number to be eight, viz. : three in the county of
Worcester, one in the county of Franklin, and four in the
county of Berkshire.
Having previously given due notice to all persons and
corporations interested, of the several times and places of
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their meeting, the Commissioners met on the 26th of
October last, at the house of Thomas Clark, in Leices
ter, to examine the unincorporated tract in the county of
Worcester, called “ Oxford North Gore.” The Commis
sioners were met by several of the inhabitants residing
on said tract, but no deputation from either of the adjoin
ing towns was present. This tract contains six hundred
and eighty-five acres, whereon are seven dwelling-houses,
one grist-mill, one saw-mill, and sixty-six inhabitants.
The land is mostly of good quality, and the inhabitants
thrifty farmers. It is bounded on the north by the town
of Leicester, from the centre of which town it is dis
tant about four and one half miles ; on the west by the
town of Charlton, from which it is distant five miles;
on the south by the town of Oxford, distant five
miles, and on the east by the town of Auburn, distant
five and a half miles.— See map, No. 1. The inhabitants
formerly paid a state and county tax at Oxford, and were
there admitted to vote for state and national officers; but
it was understood that no tax had been assessed upon them
from any authority for the last two years, and this is be
lieved to be the case with all the other unincorporated
lands, with the exception of Erving’s Grant, in the coun
ty of Franklin. The inhabitants have erected a schoolhouse by voluntary contribution, and a school is kept
about six months in each year, mostly by female teachers,
supported also, by voluntary contribution; number of
scholars about twenty-five. One person in Oxford draws
his money from the treasury of his town, and with it con
tributes his proportion in supporting the school. These
eight families compose a small but convenient school dis
trict. There is about four miles of road traversing this
territory in various directions, generally in bad repair, and
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supported by the inhabitants—each individual working
when and where it best suits his interest and convenience.
The Western Rail-road also, intersects this tract in two
places. One road passes here from Leicester to Oxford,
which receives considerable travel, is often in a bad state
of repair, and individuals from those two towns have been
obliged to contribute towards its support, when otherwise
it had been almost impassable ; thus showing one among
many other reasons, that the public have an interest, that
all the lands and inhabitants of this Commonwealth should
share equal privileges, burthens and liabilities. The in
habitants expressed a wish to remain as they now are,
being lelieved from all taxation, except what they volun
tarily assume, but otherwise they would prefer being an
nexed to the town of Oxford. One individual, whose es
tate lies adjoining the town of Auburn, expressed a wil
lingness to be annexed to that town ; but the other in
habitants were anxious that the whole territory should be
annexed to some one town, that there might be no divis
ion of their little school district. With this opinion, the
Commissioners concur; as this individual would pay much
the largest tax in the district, and to sever his estate from
the others, would be in fact to annihilate the school.
Ih e Commissioners, therefore, recommend, that the en
tire tract of unincorporated land in the county of Worces
ter, called Oxford North Gore, with its inhabitants, be an
nexed tothetown of Oxford. With this disposition, it is be
lieved, that all persons and corporations interested will co
incide. i he inhabitants have been partially associated with
those of Oxford, by voting and paying taxes there ; be
sides, roads from every farm on this tract lead directly to
this town, rendering the communication easy, and by re
curring to the map, it will be seen that the town of Ox2
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ford would be as regular in shape as before the annexa
tion, as it will, in fact, be merely a continuation of the
town in its entire width, about one mile to the north.
But by adding this to either of the other adjoining towns,
would render it, as a whole, disproportionate and mis
shapen.
October 28. The Commissioners met at the house of
Benjamin Herrick, in Grafton, to examine the tract of
unincorporated land in the county of Worcester, called
“ Grafton Gore.” This tract contains about one hundred
and seventy-seven acres, upon which there is one dwell
ing-house and one family only. It lies in a triangular
shape, and is bounded westerly by the town of Worces
ter, southerly by the town of Millbury, easterly a few rods,
by the town of Grafton, and northerly by the town of
Shrewsbury.— See map No. 2. The land is owned
wholly by non-resident proprietors living in Worcester,
and is situated about equi-distant from the centre of the
four adjoining towns, being four miles from each, and two
miles from the nearest school-house, which is in Worces
ter. There is one road leading from the towns of Graf
ton and Shrewsbury, passing through this tract, directly
by the dwelling-house, which is in a very bad state of re
pair. It is also intersected by the Boston and Worcester
Rail-road. The land is all under cultivation, and the
soil not above mediocrity. The commissioners were met
by the selectmen of Worcester, who expressed a willing
ness that this gore of land might be annexed to their
town, as the whole was owned by inhabitants of that town;
the intercourse of the residents was chiefly with Worces
ter, and there the children attended school. No other
town was represented before the commissioners, and no
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objection from any source was made against the proposed
annexation. It is separated from Shrewsbury almost en
tirely by ponds of water, rendering the communication
with that town inconvenient. It is connected with the
town of Grafton by a few rods of land only, being the
point of a triangle, and there is no convenient communica
tion with the town of Millbury. On the whole, it seemed
to the commissioners that no disposition could be so equita
bly made, as to annex it to Worcester. It is, therefore,
recommended that the tract of unincorporated land in the
county of Worcester, called Grafton Gore, with the in
habitants thereon, be annexed to the town of Worcester.
October 31. The Commissioners met at the house of
Ivory Wilder, in Princeton, to examine the tract of unin
corporated land in the county of Worcester called “ No
Town.” The Commissioners were met by agents from
Princeton, chosen by town meeting, also by the select
men ot YVestminster, but no agents or deputations ap
peared from either ot the adjoining towns. This tract
contains four thousand eight hundred and eighty-two
acres, and is bounded on the north by the town of Fitch
burg, by a line measuring seven hundred and thirty-six
rods, on the west by the town of Westminster, by a line
of one angle, and measuring eight hundred and twentyfour rods, southerly by the town of Princeton, by a line
measuring eight hundred and thirty rods, and easterly by
the town of Leominster, by a line of many angles, meas
uring in the whole about fourteen hundred rods—see map
No. 3. There are on this tract, eight dwelling-houses,
containing, in 1831, sixty-four inhabitants, but no mill,
school-house or public road, and the land is principally
owned by non-resident proprietors, residing in various
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towns. Three or four families send their children to a
school in Princeton, where they are tolerably well ac
commodated, the distance being about one and one fourth
mile. These families reside on that portion proposed to
be annexed to that town. The other families are so lo
cated as not to be so well accommodated in the adjoining
towns for schools.
Probably not more than one third part of the land is
under cultivation, and the greater part of this is of good
quality ; but the remainder is unimproved, and though
containing much valuable wood and timber, is, notwith
standing, mountainous and rocky, or marshy, and suitable
for cultivation. The location of this tract, the uneven
ness of surface and quality of soil is such, that its popula
tion will never be much increased, and can never possess
resources of any kind sufficient for a town ; and to annex
the whole to either of the adjoining towns, would greatly
incommode the inhabitants, who are mostly located on
the borders, and have their communications with the sev
eral adjoining towns; besides, the whole would render
either of those towns irregular and greatly disproportion
ate. The agents from Westminster and Princeton ob
jected to the proposed annexation of any part of this tract
to their respective towns, and, while they admitted the
propriety of such a measure, it was feared it would sub
ject their respective towns to some additional expense
for roads or school-houses. There is, however, not much
doubt, that the additional amount of taxes would fully
compensate any additional expense. But if that should
not be strictly the case, yet these objections, instead of
weighing any thing against such a measure, were, in the
minds of the commissioners, good reasons in its favor,
and it is presumed such will be the minds of the honora-
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ble Legislature. However, as the inhabitants are located
near the adjoining towns, to which it is proposed they
should be annexed, much expense for roads cannot be ne
cessary, as the roads will be short, and besides, there are
already comfortable private roads to most of their dwell
ings, and some well fenced and in good repair. And
further, as the inhabitants on no part of this tract are suf
ficiently numerous, and probably never will be, to form a
school district, they must unquestionably be accommo
dated, as they hitherto have been, at school-houses in the
adjoining towns.
After a personal examination of much of this territory,
and procuring what information could be obtained, the
commissioners were satisfied that it would best subserve
the interest of all concerned, to divide it into three parts,
setting one portion to the town of Princeton, another
to the town of Westminster, and the remainder to the
town of Leominster. In making this division, the ac
commodation of the inhabitants to be annexed, as well as
the towns to whom they were to be annexed, were kept
in view by the commissioners, and special care was taken
so to run the lines as to divide as few lots as possible,
which will account for some few angles in all the divi
sional lines ; yet, on the whole, the towns will be left in
convenient shape, and the lines not much irregular, and
especially as respects the town of Leominster, which
would be much more regular than it now is. The divi
sional lines were run personally by the commissioners,
with the aid of a surveyor, and in presence of several of
the inhabitants of this tract and the adjoining towns, and,
although objections had been made to any annexation of
this land, yet, after the division was made, it was admit-
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ted to be just and equitable, and all further objections
appeared to be waived.
That portion, proposed to be annexed to Princeton,
contains fourteen hundred and seventy-five acres, and is
bounded as follows, viz. : beginning at a stake and stones,
on the line between No Town and Leominster, it being
the northeast corner of a lot of land in No Town, belong
ing to John Whitney, Esq., and running on said line
south 33° west, two hundred and ninety-seven rods, to a
stone monument, it being the southeast corner of No
Town, the southwest corner of Leominster, the northwest
corner of Sterling, and the northeast corner of Princeton,
thence north 52° 30' west, on the line between No Town
and Princeton, eight hundred and thirty rods, to a stone
monument in the line of the town of Westminster, it be
ing the southwest corner of No Town, and the northwest
corner of Princeton, thence north 52° 30' east, on the
line between No Town and Westminster, two hundred
and twenty-four rods, to a large rock in an angle in the
last mentioned line ; thence south 68° 12' east, forty-four
rods, to a stake and stones by land of ------ Osgood,
thence north 54° 15' east, on the line of said Osgood’s
land, eighty-eight rods to a stake and stones at the
northwest corner of ------ Hadley’s land, thence south
70° 25' east, on the north line of said Hadley’s land, one
hundred and twenty-six rods to a stake and stones on
land oi Charles P. Grout, thence south 17° 20' east, on
the line between said Hadley and Grout’s land, seventy
rods and a half to a stake and stones at an angle in said
line, thence south 50° 30' east, through land of said Had
ley and others, five hundred rods to the place of begin
ning. This last line was taken and calculated from the
map, and not from actual admeasurement. Much of the
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land proposed to be annexed to Princeton, is now owned
by individuals belonging to that town ; and the same re
mark is applicable to the other portions proposed to be sdt
severally to the towns of Westminster and Leominster.
The part proposed to be annexed to Westminster con
tains thirteen hundred and seven acres, and is bounded as
follows, viz : beginning at the aforementioned large rock
at an angle in the line between Westminster and No
Town, thence south 68° 12' east, forty-four rods to a
stake and stones by land of ------ Osgood, thence north
54° 15' east, on the line of said Osgood’s land eightyeight rods to a stake and stones at the northeast corner of
----- Hadley’s land, then south 70° 25' east, on the north
line of said Hadley’s land one hundred and twenty-six
rods to a stake and stones on land of Charles P. Grout,
thence north 12° 50' east, on the line between land of
said Grout and land belonging to the heirs o f ------Moores
deceased, sixty-seven rods and a half to a stake and
stones, thence south 72° 25' east on the line between the
land of said Grout and said Moores’ heirs, one hundred
and thirty rods to a stake and stones, thence north 14°
east on the line between lands of Low and others on the
west, and the lands of Hayden and others on the east,
five hundred and seven rods to a stake and stones on the
south line of the town of Fitchburgh, thence north 78°
40' west on the line between Fitchburgh and No Town,
four hundred and eleven rods to a stone monument on
Westminster line, being the southwest corner of Fitch
burgh and the northwest corner of No Town, thence
south 10° west on the line between Westminster and No
Town, six hundred rods to the aforesaid large rock, being
the place of beginning.
The remainder, containing twenty-one hundred acres
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is proposed to be annexed to the town of Leominster, is
bounded as follows, viz. beginning at a stake and stones
on the line between the town of Leominster and No
Town, it being the northeast corner of a lot of land be
longing to John Whitney, Esq., thence running north 50°
SO' west, on the line of land proposed to be annexed to
the town of Princeton, five hundred rods to a stake and
stones at an angle in the line between lands o f ------Had
ley and Charles P. Grout, thence north 17° 20' west, on
said last mentioned line seventy rods and a half to a stake
and stones at another angle between lands of said Hadley
and Grout, thence north 12° 50' east, on the west line of
said Grout’s land and the east line of land proposed to be
annexed to Westminster, sixty-seven rods and a half to a
stake and stones, thence south 72° 25' east, on the line
between the lands of said Grout and Moores’ heirs, one
hundred and thirty rods to a stake and stones, thence
north 14° east, on the line between lands of Lowe and
others on the west, and the lands of Hayden and others
on the east, five hundred and seven rods to a stake and
stones, on the south line of the town of Fitchburg, thence
south 78° 40' east, on the south line of Fitchburg, three
hundred and twenty-five rods to a stone monument, being
the northeast corner of No Town and the northwest cor
ner of Leominster, thence in a southerly direction by a
line of many angles, being the line between No Town
and Leominster, about eleven hundred rods to a stake
and stones, being the place of beginning.
November 7th. The Commissioners met at the house
of Elisha Alexander, on the Plantation of Erving’s Grant,
being an unincorporated tract of land in the county of
Franklin, to examine said tract. Previous to the meet-
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ing of the commissioners, the inhabitants of said planta
tion held a convention “ for the purpose of taking into
consideration the expediency of being incorporated or an
nexed to an adjoining town.” At this Convention, which
is understood to have been attended by nearly all the le
gal voters belonging to the place, resolutions were passed,
which were presented to the commissioners by a com
mittee chosen for that purpose. These resolutions, unan
imously passed, declared “ That it would be greatly to
the disadvantage ol the inhabitants of Erving’s Grant, to
be annexed to any town, and that said plantation ought
to be incorporated into a town.” And it was further re
solved, “ 1 hat the situation of said plantation is such,
that it will be better accommodated and in better shape
for a town, should a part of the town of Northfield be an
nexed to the same.”
This plantation contains about eight thousand three
hundied acres, including about one hundred and fiftv acres
belonging to Northfield which will hereafter be more par
ticularly explained. It is bounded on the north by the
town of Northfield, on the east by the towns of Warwick
and Orange, on the south by Miller’s river, which sepa
rates it from the towns of New Salem, Wendall, and Mon
tague, and on the west in part by Miller’s river, which
separates it from Montague, and in part by Connecticut
river, which separates it from the town of Gill. See map
No. 4. Probably not more than one-half of the land is
fit for cultivation, the remainder is mountainous, and more
or less covered with timber, some of which is valuable,
especially the white and yellow pine. Being situated
seven or eight miles on Miller’s river, it has great facili
ties for sawing timber, and sending it to market. There
are many excellent water privileges on this river, besides
3
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those already occupied, which, at some future time, will
undoubtedly be taken up and occupied, and these will
add much to its resources. There is a thriving little vil
lage located on the margin of this river, containing one
saw-mill with two saws, which docs a large business, one
satinet factory, one grist-mill, one shingle-mill, one chair
factory, one tannery, one blacksmith, and other mechan
ics, one store, one tavern, one post-office, one physician,
and several handsome dwelling-houses. There are also,
located on different parts of this plantation, three other
saw-mills, and in the whole fifty-five dwelling-houses,
three hundred and forty-five inhabitants, eighty ratable
polls, seventy legal voters, about ninety scholars between
the ages of four and sixteen, and four school districts.
The whole amount of taxes assessed upon the inhabitants
for the year 1837, exclusive of those on the one hundred
and fifty acres, is $572 14, viz.:
For support of Highways,
“
“
Schools,
“ Town charges,
“ County tax,

$257
125
114
74

63
00
99
52

$572 14
Their share of the three first instalments of the surplus
revenue, is about $900,— which is placed as a fund, the
annual interest of which is reserved for the support ot
schools, besides their share of the State School Fund.
The road from Boston to Albany, by the way of Green
field, passes through the whole length of this tract, upon
which a daily stage passes and considerable other travel;
besides a county road leading to the town of Gill, and
three town roads leading to the town of Northfield. The
statistics of this plantation are somewhat minutely detail-
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ed, that the Legislature, in determining what disposition
shall he made of it, may have all the facts necessary to
enable them to come to a correct conclusion.
The question then presents itself, what shall be done
with this plantation? Shall it be annexed to an adjoin
ing town, or shall it be incorporated as a town? Its rel
ative position with the adjoining towns is such, that if
annexed to any, it must be either to North/ield or Wenda 11. I he distance to Northfield is seven miles, in pass
ing which, high and steep hills must be ascended and de
scended. It is separated from Wendall by Miller’s river,
a stream so large and rapid as generally to be impassable,
except by bridges, and there is only one bridge between
the two places. High hills here also intervene, and the
distance is five miles. These obstacles form serious ob
jections to its annexation to either of those towns; be
sides, the inhabitants of this plantation, and of all the ad
joining towns, are represented to be unanimously opposed
to such a measure, believing it to be mutually disadvan
tageous.
No other alternative presents itself but to constitute it
a town, or let it remain in a state of minority and obscu
rity forever. The amount of population is small, but not
more so than some other towns in the Commonwealth.
It contains more territory than several which might be
mentioned, and its population is fast increasing. As a
town, it would be subjected to no additional pecuniary
burthens. It is now so far organized as to choose assessors,
collectors, &c., vote for Governor and Senators, raise mo
ney by taxation for the support of schools, roads, and
contingent charges. In short, it is, in many respects, a
town, yet without a name, without representation in the
General Court, and wanting further powers necessary for
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the performance of all the municipal duties and obliga
tions which devolve upon towns. It has been stated, that
the inhabitants were desirous a part of Northfield might
be added to them. This consists of the highlands lying
along the south line of Northfield, the inhabitants of which,
might perhaps, be as well, if not better accommodated, if
annexed and incorporated with the Grant, being two
miles nearer, and in passing to either place must descend
the same steep hills. But the commissioners do not re
commend this, if no other reasons should occur; it it ob
viously beyond the limits of their instructions.
There is however, a piece of land generally considered
as belonging to Northfield, which is very differently, and
it may be added, very singularly situated. This is the
one hundred and fifty acres before mentioned, which lies
entirely detached from Northfield, being eighty-three rods
south from the nearest part of that town, and wholly sur
rounded by Living’s Grant. This is certainly, an anom
aly in the construction of towns, and it is presumed that
nothing like it can be found in Massachusetts, and if per
mitted so to continue, instead of being an integral part,
ought to be considered the Province o f Northfield. This
insulated piece of land tvas granted by the General Court
of Massachusetts to one William Hack, of Taunton, was
soon after taken up, surveyed, and the plan confirmed
June 6, 1735, as appears by a record endorsed on the
plan, still in the possession of the present proprietors.
Being located in unappropriated lands between Northfield
and Miller’s river, five thousand acres of the same lands
was about the same time granted to the tow-n of Pem
broke, and the remainder was afterwards granted to John
Erving, of Boston. These lands continued to remain un
incorporated and in possession of the original grantees,
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their heirs or assigns, until, by petition of the inhabitants,
the grant to Hack, as well as the grant to Pembroke, was
on June 29, 1773, annexed to the town of Northfield, if
that can properly be called an annexation to a town,
when a territory of more than a quarter of a mile, and
entirely separate, intervenes. There are five dwellinghouses, and about twenty-five inhabitants on this little
piece of land, but their farms extend over the line, and
most of their lands lie within the limits of Erving’s Grant.
The commissioners therefore recommend, that the tract
of unincorporated land in the county of Franklin, called
Erving’s Grant, with its inhabitants, be incorporated into
a town by the name of
. And they further recom
mend, that the tract of land formerly granted to William
Hack, of Taunton, and now belonging to Northfield, be
annexed to, and made a part of said town of
. The
commissioners would also further recommend, that a part
of the line between the town of Orange and this planta
tion, should be altered. By the last Legislature, a part of
Erving’s Grant was annexed to Orange. The part of
said line referred to, as now established, runs “ from the
southwest corner of Warwick, south 6° west, three hun
dred and one rods to Miller’s river.” This course cuts
one or more lots of land diagonally, and actually measures
but two hundred and seventy-three rods. The line as
now proposed to be established would run south 1° west
to Miller’s river. This is the line intended and the line
actually measured, before the petition was presented to
the Legislature ; it runs all the way between two lots of
land, and measures the distance of three hundred and one
rods. I he mistake happened in drafting the petition
“ south 6° west,” being inserted, instead of south 1° west.
Pile commissioners had this information from the survey-
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or who run the line, and from others who assisted. The
difference is not of great importance, but being a mistake,
the inhabitants of this plantation are desirous it should be
rectified.
On the eleventh day of March, 1833, a resolve was
passed by the Legislature, authorizing the county com
missioners for the county of Franklin “ to support and
repair, at the expense of said county, from time to time,
as often as may be necessary, so much of the highways
and bridges within the limits of said Erving’s Grant, as
in their opinion the circumstances of the case and the
public good may require.” Besides one half of a large
bridge over Miller’s river, the inhabitants of this planta
tion have more than their proportion of public roads to
support. It is therefore recommended, that the benefits
of this resolve be continued to the said town of
until otherwise ordered by the Legislature.
Also, that all persons residing on said plantation, who
are now inhabitants of some other towns, or who, if be
come chargeable, would by law be supported by some
other tow'll in this Commonwealth, should so remain until
they gain a settlement in said town of
as is now
provided by law.
November 16. The Commissioners met at the house
of Lester Cotton, innholder, on the unincorporated tract
of land in the county of Berkshire, adjoining Sandisfield,
to examine said tract. This piece contains about eight
hundred acres, and is bounded on the west by the town
of Sandisfield, on the north by the town of Otis, and
easterly and southerly by Farmington river, which sepa
rates it from the town of Tolland in the county of Hamp
den, and is part of a tract of land, formerly called “ East
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Eleven Thousand Acres.” —See map No. 5. There are
only two families, comprising ten persons, and inhabiting
two dwelling-houses, one of which is a tavern, on this
land. The Tenth Massachusetts Turnpike, leading Irom
Pittsfield to Hartford, Conn., passes through it on the
margin of Farmington river. Not more than one third
part of it is cultivated ; the remainder is covered with
wood. The commissioners were met by a deputation
from each of the towns of Sandisfield and Otis, and these
gentlemen, with the two resident families, together with
the commissioners, came to a unanimous result, relative
to the disposition of this piece of land.
At first view, it appears that the whole would most con
veniently be annexed to Sandisfield, being a narrow strip,
lying eight hundred and fifty rods against the east side of
said town ; but a further examination proved the expedi
ency of dividing it. The inhabitants are situated on the
northern part, near the town of Otis, distant only four
miles by a good road, and one mile from a school-house
by the same road, always open in winter; and for these
and other reasons, they were desirous of being annexed
to that town. On the contrary, they were six miles from
Sandisfield by a poor road, and no accommodation for
school. After due consultation with all interested, and
personal examination of the premises, the commissioners
made the following division, viz. : beginning at a stone
monument, it being the southwest corner of the town of
Otis, on the east line of Sandisfield, and running south
on said line two hundred and thirty-six rods to a stake
and stones in the north line of David Spear’s land, thence
south 70° east, thirty-six rods on the line of said Spear’s
land, to an angle in said line at a stake and stones, thence
north 88° east, on said Spear’s line, sixty-seven rods to
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a stake and stones, being the northeast corner of said
Spear’s land, thence due east, through land of Lester
Cotton, to the centre of Farmington river, (opposite to a
maple tree marked, standing in the line on the west mar
gin of said river,) thence northerly, up the centre of said
river, being the line between this tract and the town of
Tolland, to the south line of the town of Otis, thence
north 81° west, on the line of Otis, one hundred and
forty rods to the place of beginning, containing two hun
dred and twenty acres, which, with the inhabitants there
on, is proposed to be annexed to the town of Otis.
The remainder is proposed to be annexed to Sandisfield, and is bounded as follow’s, viz. : beginning at a
stake and stones, on the east line of Sandisfield, and on
the north line of David Spear’s land, being the southwest
corner of that part proposed to be annexed to Otis, thence
south, on the line of Sandisfield, about six hundred and
fourteen rods to the centre of Farmington river, thence
easterly and northerly, up the centre of said river, being
the line of Tolland, to the southeast corner of that part
proposed to be annexed to Otis, (opposite to said marked
maple tree,) thence due west, through land of Lester
Cotton, sixty rods to a stake and stones, being the north
east corner of David Spear’s land, thence south 88° west,
on the line of said Spear’s land, sixty-seven rods to a
stake and stones, thence north 70° west, on said Spear’s
line, thirty-six rods to the place of beginning, containing
five hundred and eighty acres.
November 18. The Commissioners met at Mount
Washington, for the purpose of examining the unincorpo
rated tract of land in the county of Berkshire, called
“ Boston Corner.” None of the inhabitants of Boston
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Corner were there, neither had the inhabitants of Mount
Washington taken any order on the matter. An inter
view was had with the town clerk and one of the select
men ot Mount Washington, who expressed a willingness
that Boston Corner might be annexed to that town. The
Commissioners proceeded to make a personal examination
ol the premises, and found it to consist of about thirteen
hundred acres, about five hundred of which are improved,
lie level, of tolerable good quality, and intersected by a
stream sufficiently large for driving mills. The remain
ing eight hundred acres lie on the western side of the
range ot mountains called Taghhanic (Taconic), are un
improvable and nearly valueless, excepting wood and tim
ber are taken from some parts of it, but not without con
siderable difficulty.
1 his place contains ten dwelling houses, sixty-four in
habitants, sixteen legal voters, twenty ratable polls, one
post-oifice, one store, one grist mill, one saw mill, one
blacksmith, one shoemaker, one tailor, one school-house,
which also serves for a meeting-house, also, a brick yard,
affording an inexhaustible supply of clay. There is about
one and a half mile of roads, kept in good repair by vol
untary contribution, and a school supported in the same
manner. Art annual county tax has heretofore been paid
by these people, which is assessed, collected and paid by
mutual agreement, as they have no assessors or any other
municipal officers.
Boston Corner is bounded on the west by the State of
New York, by a line of about two miles and three-fourths,
extending, a considerable part of it, upon the aforesaid
range of mountains ; on the south also by a part of New
^ork, which projects south of Massachusetts, called the
Oblong, extends from a stone monument, being the south4
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west corner of Massachusetts by a line extending on the
northern side of said Oblong, one mile and three-fourths
to a stone monument, being the northeast corner of the
State of Connecticut; on the east by the town of Mount
Washington, by a line extending two miles and one hun
dred and ninety-two rods, from which it is separated by
an almost impassable mountain, and comes to a point
on the north, being in shape of a triangle. See map
No. 6.
There is no road from this place to Mount Washing
ton, nor can one be made suitable for travel by carriages,
except by an enormous and unwarrantable expense.
There is, however, a mere track or trail, winding up the
mountain, one mile of which is so rocky and steep as to
be nearly inaccessible, except by foot passengers, the
whole distance being five miles. The commissioners,
with no little labor, ascended this mountain for more than
one mile, by this road, if it may be called a road, into the
borders of Mount Washington, and were satisfied, that a
road from Boston Corner to this town, would be imprac
ticable ; and the only way of communication between the
places, except on foot, is either northerly, through part of
New York, or southerly, through a part of Connecticut;
and either route is a distance of twelve miles over moun
tainous roads. Before visiting this place, the commis
sioners had hoped it might be annexed to Mount Wash
ington, not being aware of the interposition of such an
impregnable barrier. Besides physical difficulties, there
seem also, to be moral objections against the union of
these two places; the people of Boston Corner have lit
tle or no communication with the people of Mount Wash
ington, they are unanimously opposed to such union;
there is very little resemblance in the character, manners
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and habits of the two places, and a mutual opposition
seems to prevail.
What then ought to be done with this little tract, and
its inhabitants ? There are certainly great and insuper
able difficulties against uniting it with Mount Washing
ton. Shall it be transferred to the State of New York?
This would be agreeable to the inhabitants, and what
they are desirous should be done ; being cut off from
nearly all communication with Massachusetts, their whole
trade and intercourse is with the State of New York.
Massachusetts, however, is small in territory, and she
would be unwilling to part with any of it to her gigantic
neighbor, who has already enough and to spare. But
shall the inhabitants of this place remain forever as they
are now—deprived of the invaluable right of suffrage—of
the right of voting for those who rule over them, and al
most out of the pale of law. No. Let every individual of
old Massachusetts enjoy equal rights and privileges, and
especially the right of voting for their rulers. The only
alternative, as it appears to the commissioners is, to let it
remain disconnected with Mount Washington or any other
town, and to give it such corporate powers that the in
habitants may vote for municipal, state, and national offi
cers, be enabled to assess taxes, and raise money for the
support of schools, highways, and their own poor, &c., in
a legal manner; and in fact to manage all their municipal
concerns like other corporations, and this is the request
of the inhabitants, should they continue to belong to
Massachusetts. It is therefore recommended that the
tract of unincorporated land in the county of Berkshire,
called Boston Corner, with its inhabitants, be incorporat
ed into a community as a town, district or plantation, or
whatever name or title may be thought appropriate, so
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that they may have and exercise all municipal powers,
like every other part of Massachusetts.
November 23. The Commissioners met at the Man
sion-house in Williamstown, in the county of Berkshire,
to examine the unincorporated piece of land west of said
town. This tract is bounded on the west by the State
of New York, by a line extending one thousand eight
hundred and eight rods; on the south by the town of
Hancock, by a line of four hundred rods, and on the east,
by the town of Williamstown, by a line extending one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-six rods, and comes
to a point on the north, being of a triangular shape, and
contains two thousand two hundred and twenty acres.
See map No. 7. The land is mostly mountainous, and
much of it uncultivated, being owned principally by non
residents. There are, however, a few farms occupied by
resident owners, of good quality. There are nine dwell
ing-houses upon it, but no school-house or public road,
excepting the road from Williamstown to Troy, N. Y.,
which merely touches this place at its southeast corner.
The number of inhabitants at present, are unknown, but,
when the last valuation was taken, the number of polls
was fourteen. The inhabitants are located on the eastern
part, bordering on Williamstown, in which town they are
accommodated for schools, and where most of their trade
and intercourse is had. It will at once be perceived, that
this long gore of land, stretching more than five miles and
a half on the westerly side of Williamstown, and lying
between that town and New York, coming to a point at
the north, and being only four hundred rods on Hancock,
could be annexed to no other town with any degree of

1838.

SE N A T E—No. 12.

25

propriety, excepting Williamstown. The commissioners,
in company with the selectmen of Williamstown, visited
this land, and saw some of the inhabitants. It was sup
posed by these selectmen, that if the legal voters of that
town should act upon it in town meeting, there would be
nearly a unanimous vote in favor of adding this land to
their town, and so far as the inhabitants of this gore
were consulted, it was also their wish. It is therefore
recommended that the unincorporated gore of land in the
county of Berkshire, lying west of Williamstown, be an
nexed to and made a part of said town.
November 25. The Commissioners met at the house
of Erastus Rice, in Florida, to examine the unincorpo
rated tract of land in the county of Berkshire, called
“ Zoar.'’ The commissioners were met by several of
the inhabitants of Zoar, also by a deputation from the
town of Rowe, and by the selectmen severally from the
towns of Charlemont and Florida. This tract is bounded
on the north by Rowe, on the west and partly on the
south by Deerfield river, which divides it from Florida.
A part lies southerly of Deerfield river, and is there
bounded on the west by Florida, and on the south by Sa
voy and Hawley, and on the east wholly by Charlemont,
containing about four thousand five hundred and fortvtwo acres.— See map No. 8. Deerfield river traverses
around and through a considerable part of this territory,
and on each side of it is a high ridge of mountains ex
tending some distance in width, which is wholly unim
provable. There is, however, some part of the way, a
narrow strip of flat land of good quality between the river
and the mountains, on which most of the inhabitants are
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located, though a few families reside in the interior. Plere
are eighteen dwelling-houses, and in 1830 there were
129 inhabitants. Many of them are represented to he
thrifty farmers. There is also one grist mill, one saw
mill, one tannery and one school-house. A county road,
formerly known as White’s turnpike, passes from east
to west, through this tract, a distance of about two
miles, crossing Deerfield river by an excellent covered
bridge, into Florida. One half of this bridge is supported
by Florida, and the other half has of late been kept in
repair by the inhabitants of Zoar by contribution. It is
not probable this place will ever contain a sufficient num
ber of inhabitants, or any resources, to constitute it a
town, and it is too large in territory and misshapen to be
annexed to either of the adjoining towns. After a per
sonal inspection and examination as far as was practica
ble, it was found it would be most for the advantage of
the inhabitants to divide it, to annex one part to the town
of Rowe, and the remainder to Charlemont. According
ly, with the aid of a surveyor, the following division was
made, viz. : beginning at a stone monument in the south
line of the town of Rowe, it being the northeast corner
of Zoar and the northwest corner of Charlemont, thence
southerly on the west line of Charlemont, seventy-six
rods to a stake and stones, it being the southeast corner
of a lot of land belonging to Todd and Legget, thence
west 5° 30' north on the south line of said lo d d and
Legget’s land, two hundred and fifty rods to a rock in the
centre of Pelham brook, thence in a southwesterly course,
down the centre of Pelham brook, one hundred and nine
ty rods to a point immediately below the bridge over
Steel’s brook, thence south about 74° west, four hundred
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and five rods to the middle of the eastern end of the
bridge over Deerfield river, between Zoar and Florida,
thence westerly, parallel with said bridge, and through
the middle thereof, to the centre of said river, thence
northerly, westerly, northerly and easterly, up the centre
of said river, being the dividing line between Zoar and
Florida, to the line of the town of Rowe, thence in an
easterly direction, by various courses and angles, on the
dividing line between Zoar and Rowe, to the place of
beginning, containing about one thousand eight hundred
and seventy-five acres. This portion of Zoar, with its
inhabitants, is proposed to be annexed to the town of
Rowe, in the county of Franklin.
The remainder, containing about two thousand six
hundred and sixty-seven acres, is proposed to be annexed
to Charlemont, in said county, and is bounded as follows,
viz. : beginning at a point on the line between Zoar and
Charlemont, it being the southeast corner of a lot of land
belonging to Todd and Legget, thence southerly, on the
line between Zoar and Charlemont, and crossing Deer
field river, about one thousand and four rods to the south
east corner of Zoar, being the southwest corner of Charleinont, thence westerly, on the line between Zoar and
the towns of Hawley and Savoy, about four hundred and
thirty-five rods to the southwest corner of Zoar, thence
north 19° east, two hundred and forty rods on the line
between Zoar and Florida to Cold river, thence north, on
the line of Florida, to the centre of Deerfield river, thence
in a northerly direction, up the centre of said river, to the
centre of the bridge over Deerfield river, being the divid
ing point of that portion proposed to be annexed to Rowe
and that portion proposed to be annexed to Charlemont,
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and also the dividing line between Zoar and Florida,
thence easterly, through the middle of said bridge, to the
east end thereof, thence north about 74° east, about four
hundred and five rods to the centre of Pelham brook, at
a point immediately below the bridge over Steel’s brook,
thence up the centre of Pelham brook, one hundred and
ninety rods to a rock, being the southwest corner of said
Todd and Legget’s land, thence north 84° 30' east, on
the south line of said Todd and Legget’s land, two hun
dred and fifty rods to the place of beginning. That part
of the dividing line which is between the east end of the
bridge over Deerfield river and Pelham brook, was ob
tained by calculation, it passing principally over high,
steep and rocky mountains, and at the time covered with
snow, was not actually measured, nor the course taken
by the compass. But the two termini being accurately
defined, the course and length of line may at a future
time be correctly obtained, by the two towns who are
immediately interested. It will be seen, that the pro
posed divisional line will give one fourth part of the
bridge over Deerfield river to Charlemont, and one
fourth part to Rowe, the other half already belonging to
Florida.
Twelve families reside on the part proposed to be an
nexed to Charlemont, and these are so situated as to form
one convenient school district, and if made a part of said
town, will be well accommodated by a good road and
convenient distance. The other six families, for every
purpose, will be better accommodated at Rowe. This
division is entirely satisfactory to all the inhabitants of
Zoar, and it is believed to be just and equitable both to
Charlemont and Rowe. It was doubted by the gentle-
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men representing those towns before the commissioners,
whether the accession of taxable property would be equal
to their additional burthens? Whether it be so or not,
the commissioners will not undertake to say, but the de
ficiency, if any, cannot be great. By this division, Charlemont receives two thirds of the inhabitants and about
the same proportion of taxable property, and has more
than three fourths of the roads and bridges on the whole
territory To balance this, however, it is expected the
town of Rowe will be obliged to make a small piece of
new road, for the accommodation of one or two families
in the interior.
Annexed are maps or plans of all the unincorporated
lands herein described, with the proposed divisions.
These maps are projected on different scales, and were
procured by different means. Some were taken from ac
tual survey by the commissioners ; some were copied from
other maps; and others were taken from maps of the ad
joining towns; but all sufficiently accurate to give a fair
representation of the premises. The divisions were made
by actual admeasurement, with chain and compass, on
the ground, and transferred to the maps.
The commissioners will only further add, that, in per
forming the duties assigned them, they have endeavored
to execute them in such a manner, as would be just and
equitable to all persons and corporations immediately inter
ested, and they hope to the satisfaction of the Legislature.
It has been a work of considerable labor, embracing many
facts and details, and requiring an untiring application
during the process; at the same time, they have sought
every available means in their power to obtain such in5

30

U N IN C O R P O R A T E D LANDS.

Jan. 1838.

formation as would enable them to accomplish the ob
ject in a suitable and proper manner.
All which is respectfully submitted.
Per order of the Commissioners.
JAMES DRAPER, Chairman.
Boston, January 16, 1838.

