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House of Representatives, Jan. 15, 1838.

Ordered, That the committee to whom was referred
the petition of the Western Rail-road Corporation be di-
rected to prepare, (A)and report to this House, a statement
of tiie amount of stock in said corporation now held by the
citizens of Boston, and also the amount held by the in-
habitants of the several towns in this Commonwealth, (B)
respectively through which the rail-road is to pass, (C) like-
wise the amount held by individuals not inhabitants ofthis
state and that they be directed to report further, the estima-
ted cost of the Providence, Worcester, and Lowell rail-roads
respectively, when application was made to the Legisla-
ture of this State for leave to construct those roads, and
also the actual cost of each of them, with the reasons for
the difference between the estimated and actual cost in
those cases.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

Concurred, with the following amendments : Strike out
at A the words, “ and report to this House”—strike out

all the words between B and C ; and in their stead in-
sert, “ and the number of stockholders.”

Sent down for concurrence.
CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 19, 1838.
Concurred.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 17, 1838.

Commontocaltij of JHassacijiißettß*



The Special Joint Committee to whom was referred an
order of the 15th ult., directing them to collect certain
statistics in relation to the Western, Lowell, Providence
and Worcester Rail-roads, have attended to that duty,
and submit the following

The committee will so far deviate from the arrange-
ment of the order, as to comply with the last requisition
first. The Lowell Rail-road was chartered June 5, 1830,
with a capital of $500,000. The original estimate of
the road was, however, $673,000. It appears by the
sixth annual report of the corporation, that they have ex-
pended $1,500,000, being more than twice the original
estimate, and three times the amount of capital stock
created by their charter. The reasons for this increase
of expenditure are various, some of which we shall state.
The charter did not authorize the corporation to cross
Charles Hiver. In March 1832, they came to the Legis-
lature and obtained an additional act granting them that
authority ; this must have added materially to the ex-
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pense. Another important consideration is this:—when
this charter was granted, the experiments of steam en-
gines had not been made. It was not certain at that time
whether horse or steam power would be employed. Their
charter seemed to contemplate horse-power, and also that
the road would be used by the public like turnpike roads.
But it was soon found expedient to use steam power,
thereby increasing materially the expenditures of the cor-
poration. It appears by their last report that the en-
gines and cars have cost $111,037. In consequence of
owning the motive power, they have expended for depots
and their appertenances, the sum of $82,166, nearly the
whole of which could have been dispensed with, if the
road had been used by the public as turnpike roads are.

The road itself is essentially different from what was

at first contemplated. In the original survey and location
the engineer admitted inclinations of 26 feet per mile,
and the road thus located corresponded very nearly with
the surface of the ground, thereby saving great expense in
excavations and embankments. But when the location
was actually made, they resolved to reduce the inclination
to 10 feet per mile; thereby increasing very materially
the amount of excavation and embankment. Not only
the road-bed, but the superstructure is essentially differ-
ent from what was originally contemplated. When the
the first survey was made, the iron was estimated at 16
tons per mile ; but some part of the rails that have been
used on that road, have actually exceeded, independently
of the fastenings, 90 tons per mile. The increase ot the
weight of the rail and of the excavations have added to

the expenditure, $250,000. The land damages were not

included in the original estimate ; these have amounted
to $74,000.
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These are some of the causes which have increased the
cost of that road. But it should be remembered that the
road is altogether a different tiling from what was at first
contemplated,—it is a most permanent structure, and will
need but little repairs for years to come. But it the
road has exceeded the estimate, the same is true of the
amount of business on the road. When the charter
was asked for, the petitioners estimated the number
of passengers at from thirty to thirty-seven thousand per
year, but during the two past years, the passengers have
exceeded 115,000 annually. The business on this road
has exceeded the estimate by a greater per cent, than the
cost of the road.

The Providence road has cost $1,153,000. The esti-
mated cost of the road in 1832, was 769,000, simply for
the excavation, embankment and railings. This was ex-
clusive of land damages, which have amounted to $204,-
000 ; of the stone viaduct in Canton, which cost $92,000 ;

of making the road through the Receiving Basin, in Bos-
ton, $60,000 ; of bridges not originally contemplated,
$56,000; of Dedham Branch, $35,000. Here is an a-
mount of about $450,000. Add to this the iron-rail
being larger, has cost $31,000 more than was anticipated.
The corporation have also encountered several rock exca-
vations of great depth and extent, which have increased
the expenditures more than $lOO,OOO. The expense
of surveying, agencies, &c., have cost $lOO,OOO more.
The remarks made upon the Lowell road will apply to
this, and show why the expenditures have exceeded the
estimates.

'l'he Worcester road was estimated at 1,000,000 of
dollars, and has cost $1,518,000. Tliis estimate contem-
plated the depot at Charles street, in the westerly part of
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the city ; but it has been extended to tide water on the
easterly part of the city, with an additional cost of
$113,000 ; 62,000 dollars have also been expended in the
purchase of engines and cars more than was at first con-
templated. They have expended in depot buildings more
than was originally contemplated, $75,000. They have
constructed a branch road to Millbury, at a cost of $41,-
000. These are some of the reasons why the cost has
exceeded the estimates. We may remark here as in
the other cases, that the road has been constructed in a
more expensive manner than was at first contemplated.
It has also been found by experience that the items of
land damages, and depot accommodations have cost more
than was anticipated, owing to the greater amount of land
and buildings, than was supposed necessary at first. But
it will also be found true, that the business of the several
roads has exceeded the estimates as much as the cost of
the road and its appertenances.

Nor is it at all strange that these structures have ex-
ceeded the original estimates. At the time these esti-
mates were made, there had been no experiment made in
this part of the country. The most experienced engi-
neers at that time, could not anticipate all the items of
expense, or the amount of accommodation required at the
depots. Engineers at the present day, are very differ-
ently situated. With the knowledge they now possess—

with the light which experience has shed upon this sub-
ject, they can approximate much nearer the real cost of a
road, than it was possible for them to do, when the roads
abovementioned were chartered. The recent estimates
have provided for more engines and cars, and greater de-
pot accommodations, than was provided for in the esti-
mates made when our first roads were chartered.
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The order also called for a list of the stockholders of
the Western Rail-road Corporation, which list is appen-
ded to this report.

For the Committee,

C. HUDSON.
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WESTERN RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.

A Statement of the number ofStockholders and the number of Shares
in the several Towns in Massachusetts and elsewhere, Jan. 20, 1838.

TOWNS. Stockholders. Shares. ! TOWNS. Stockholders, j Shares.

Boston, . . 1,330 15,124 Pepperell, . 1 4

Charlestown, . 48 144 Brookfield, . 58 179

Cambridge,. . 11 58 North Brookfield, 7 22

Roxbury, . . 57 354 Westfield, . 51 114

Dorchester, . . 2 15 Brimfield, . 1 1

Worcester, . 6 27 Amherst, . 1 2

Waltham, . . 1 5 Belchertown, 1 1

Quincy, . 1 5 Russell, . . 1 1

Lynn, ... 4 24 Pittsfield, . . 120 273

Princeton, . . 1 5 Hinsdale, . 42 63

Tukcsbury, . . 1 2 Dalton, . 8 18

Wrenlham, . 1 5 Lanesboro’, . 40 60

Brookline, . . 2 6 I Becket, . . 1 1

Marblehead, . 5 145 j Peru, ... 7

Bridgewater, . 1 5 , Washington, . 3 3

Milton, . 2 15 Richmond,. . 1 1°

Plympton, . . 1 10 Lee, ... 12

Marlboro', . 1 1 Slockbridge, . 9 HO

Springfield, . . 309 1;661 New York, . 9

West Springfield, 22 99 Albany, . . 25 530

Long Meadow, . 12 74 Portland, Me. . 1

Monson, . . 21 76 Bloomfield, Ct. . 1

Palmer, . 20 43 Claremont, N. H. 1 *

Wilbraham, . 22 50 Western States,&c 11 29

Ludlow, . . 5 61
2,331 20,000

Leicester, . . 2 4

Warren, . 31 119


