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The Joint Standing Committee on the Milita, to whom
was referred so much of the Governor’s Address, asrelates
to that subject, ask leave to report in part, the accom-
panying Resolve.

WILLIAM HANCOCK, Chairman

order of the Committee,

©ommontoealtf) of jHassaciittsetts.

In Senate, March 3d, 1838.



Eight.

RESOLVE
Requesting the Senators and Representatives of this Com-

monwealth in Congress to procure the passage of a law
for Arming the Militia.

Whereas, The constitution of the United States pre-
scribes, that Congress shall not only “ provide for or-
ganizing and disciplining,” but for “arming” the militia
and in accordance therewith, an act was passed on the
twenty-third day of April, 1808, “for the purpose of pro-
viding arms and military equipments for the whole body
of the militia,” and for “ transmitting them to the several
states and territories, in proportion to the effective militia
in each but so inadequate has been the annual appro-
priation for the manufacture of arms, that, after the lapse
of thirty years, there has not been distributed a sufficient
number for supplying more than one seventh of all the
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persons now enrolled ; and it being a very unequal and
onerous exaction to require those citizens who are liable
to enrolment to be “ constantly provided with arms and
equipments, at their own expense, for the common de-
fence, and the protection of the persons, property and
rights of the whole people, besides the time which they
are obliged to appropriate to military duty, for a period of
twenty-seven years, without any compensation; and it
being so difficult to procure the various requisite kinds of
arms in sufficient numbers, those generally used being so
different in pattern, size and quality, that they are utterly
worthless, or so defective in all the important qualities for
active service, that no reliance can be reposed in their
efficiency, when they may be most wanted on any of the
emergencies that may render it necessary to call out the
militia, under the laws of the several states, or of the
United States. And

Whereas, It appears from a report of the Secretary of
War, made to the President, in April, 1836, thatthere were
in the national armories and arsenals, 700,000 small arras,
which, together with those that have been delivered to
the states, and the others that have been since manufac-
tured, would be sufficient, it is believed, to arm the whole
of the militia which now perform active duty, throughout
the union : therefore,

Resolved ,
That the Senators and Representatives of

this Commonwealth in Congress, be requested to use their
endeavors to procure the passage of a law for the imme-
diate distribution of such a number of muskets, rifles, pis-
tols, swords and field pieces, with their appertinent ac-
coutrements among the several states and territories, in
proportion to the effective militia in each, as may be ne-



March, 1838.4 ARMING THE MILITIA.

cessary for arming and equipping the non-commissioned
officers and privates in the militia of the said states and
territories.

Resolved , That His Excellency the Governor be re-
quested to transmit to each of the Senators and Repre-
sentatives of this Commonwealth in Congress, an attested
copy of these resolutions.


