
SENATE... No. 74.

AN ACT

TO OBTAIN STATISTICAL INFORMATION

CONCERNING THE

AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE

OF THIS

COMMONWEALTH.





Ordered, That so much of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor’s Address as relates to the returns of statistical in-
formation concerning certain branches of industry within
this Commonwealth, together with the abstract and tables
compiled from those returns by the secretary of the Com-
monwealth, be referred to Messrs. Kinnicutt and Alvord,
with such as the House may join, with instructions to in-
quire if any and what improvements may be made in said
tables, and if any, and what further returns of statistical
information upon the same or other subjects, ought to
be provided for by law.

Sent up for concurrence

CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.

House or Representatives, Feb. 9. 1838.

Concurred: and Messrs. Buckingham, of Cambridge,

Weston, of Daxbury , and
Allen, of Oakham,

are joined.

L. S. CUSHING, Clerk

aommontoealtij of iHassacijuoetts.

In Senate, Feb. 8, 1838.



The Special Joint Committee, to whom was referred
so much of His Excellency the Governor’s Address as re-
lates to the returns of statistical information concerning
certain branches of industry within this Commonwealth,
together with the abstract and tables compiled from those
returns, by the secretary of the Commonwealth, with in-
structions to inquire if any and what improvements may
be made in said tables, and if any, and what further re-
turns of statistical information upon the same or other sub-
jects ought to be provided for by law, report the accom-

panying bill.

THOMAS KINNICUTT, Chairman.

order of the Committee

©ommonfcjealti) of

In Senate, March 24, 18S8.



Ei°;ht.

AN ACT

To obtain Statistical Information concerning the Agricul-
ture and Commerce of this Commonwealth.

BE it enncted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives., in General Court assembled , and by the authority
ofthe same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. The assessors of each town in the Com-
-2 monwealth, shall, on or before the first Wednesday of
3 January next, make a return to the secretary of the
4 Commonwealth, of the quantity and value of the arti-
-6 cles hereinafter enumerated, produced in their town
6 during the year one thousand eight hundred and thir-
-7 ty-eight, to wit: Indian corn, wheat, rye, oats, bar-
-8 ley, buckwheat, millet, flax, flaxseed, hemp, English
9 hay and clover, salt hay, fresh meadow hay, broom

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-

©ommotttoealtJ) of jHassacijusetts.
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10 corn, teasles, hops, tobacco, beans, peas, potatoes,
11 English turnips, rutabaga, beets, carrots, onions,
12 parsnips, pumpkins, squashes, winter apples, other
13 fruits sold, cider, beef fatted, pork do., mutton do.,
14 veal do., poultry, butter, cheese, lard, milk sold.
16 Also, the number and value of animals hereinafter
16 named, owned in each town in said year, to wit;
17 cows, yokes of oxen four years old and upwards, oth-
-18 er cattle one year old and upwards, store swine,
19 sheep, horses, mules ; and the number of persons em-
-20 ployed in agriculture.

1 Sec. 2. The secretary of the Commonwealth,
2 shall cause to be printed, blank tables conveniently
3 arranged with columns headed with appropriate de-
-4 nominations, for the return of the number, quantity,
5 and value of the particulars aforesaid, and shall fur-
-6 nish three copies of the same, togther with a copy of
7 this act, to the assessors of each town, on or before
8 the first day of June next; and after ho shall have
9 received the returns aforesaid, shall cause to be pre-

-10 pared and printed, a true abstract of the same for the
11 use of the Legislature at the next session thereof.

1 Sec. 3 The secretary of the Commonwealth,
2 shall also take such measures as may be necessary, to

3 obtain statistics of the commerce and navigation of
4 this Commonwealth, distinguishing imports from ex-

-5 ports, and as far as practicable, the different items of
6 each, and shall publish the same with the abstract

7 aforesaid. He shall also republish in connection with
8 said abstract, the tables from page 169 to 204 inclu-
-9 sive, contained in the document entitled “ statistical

10 tables exhibiting the condition and products of certain
11 branches of industry in Massachusetts, for the year



71838. SENATE—No. 74.

12 ending April 1, 1837,” with such additions thereto,
13 and improvements therein, as may be thought advisa-
-14 ble.

1 Sec. 4. Each assessor shall receive, from the
2 treasury of the Commonwealth, one dollar and twen-
-3 ty-five cents a day, for every day he shall be era-
-4 ployed in making the return aforesaid, and the ac-
-5 counts of assessors for their services shall be audited
6 by the joint committee of the Legislature on accounts.

1 Sec. 5. The assessors of any town may authorize
2 either of their number, or some other suitable person,
3 to collect the information required by this act to be
4 collected by them, to whom the same allowance shall
5 be made from the treasury of the Commonwealth as
6 is provided by this act for the services of the assessors.
1 Sec. 6. If the assessors of any town shall wilfully
2 neglect to make the return aforesaid, in the manner
3 herein required, such assessor shall forfeit, for the use
4 of the Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding one hun-
-6 dred dollars.




