
SENATE.... No. 78.

REPORT AND BILL

TO INCORPORATE THE

TOWN OF GEORGETOWN.





The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the pe-
tition of Robert Savory, and 350 others, praying for a
division of the town of Rowley, and also the remon-
strance of David Mighill, and 169 others, against the
prayer of said petition, have considered the same, and
submit the following

The town of Rowley is one of the most ancient towns
in the Commonwealth, having been settled by Ezekiel
Rodgers, about 200 years since, and incorporated in 1639.
It is divided into three parishes, called Old Rowley, New
Rowley, and Byfield.

The question of division was presented to the town, at
a meeting held for that purpose, at Old Rowley, on the
first day of March instant, and the town, by a vote of 207
to 90, d ecided in favor of a division, and by a large ma-
jority, agreed upon the line of division ; they also, at the
same meeting, chose a committee to agree upon the terms
of separation. The committee, thus chosen, succeeded in
coming to an agreement, satisfactory to the inhabitants of
Old Rowley, and to most of the petitioners.
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It was made, by the evidence, most apparent to your
committee, that there exists in all parts of the town, an
expectation and belief that a division of the town must
soon take place. The petitioners were not confined to
the territory proposed for the new town, but were from
each and every part of the town. The remonstrants
W’ere mostly from the proposed new town, but it was man-
ifest that their objections did not arise from any belief that
a division of the town was unnecessary or inexpedient, but
from a dissatisfaction with the line of division and the
terms of separation agreed upon. But as this line and
these terms are not considered unreasonable by your com-
mittee, they are of opinion, that no time can be expected
to arrive, when a division of the town can be made with
so much harmony, and with such general consent of all
parties concerned, as at the present moment.

Yet your committee, believing that the increase of
small towns, but for the strongest reasons, is prejudicial
to the best interests of the community, and that this kind
of local legislation has been carried, in some instances, to
an extent altogether unwarrantable, and will ever be dan-
gerous and unsafe when based, not upon the facts in the
case, but upon the wishes of the parties; do not consider
the fact, that there exists an almost universal impression
through the town, that a division is or will soon be neces-

sary,—of itself sufficient to justify a separation.
The town of Rowley is 12 miles in length, and from

2to 6 miles in width. It contains 2444 inhabitants:
1500 on the part proposed for the new town, and 944 on
the tract to remain for the old town. The villages of
Old Rowley and New Rowley are six miles distant from
each other ; the first situated on the great road to the
eastward, the other on the main road from Salem to New
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Hampshire ; the first engaged almost entirely in agricul-
tural pursuits, the other in manufactures and the mechan-
ic arts ; the associations and business of the first are with
the town of Ipswich, of the other, with Bradford, Box-
ford, Danvers, and Haverhill; a territory lies between
them comparatively unsettled, and a road, at certain sea-
sons of the year, almost impassable, so that there is very
little intercourse between them, except what is made ne-
cessary for the management of their municipal affairs.
The character and habits of the inhabitants are entirely
different.

New Rowley has increased with great rapidity for the
last ten years. Seven or eight dwelling-houses have
been built each year, for the last five years. A shoe bu-
siness is carried on to the amount of about $400,000 an-
nually, and the tanning business to a much greater ex-
tent.

The valuation of estates in May last, in New Rowley,
was $240,602 ; in Old Rowley, $198,931. The num-
ber of ratable polls in New Rowley, 471 ; Old Rowley,
300.

There are no public buildings in Rowley. Until within
the last two years, the town meetings have been held al-
ternately in New Rowley and Old Rowley, but as no
building can be procured in New Rowley large enough to
accommodate the whole town, the meetings must here-
after be held in Old Rowley, until a new town-house is
erected.

The average travel for the voters of New Rowley, to
attend town meetings, is about seven miles. The ex-
pense of a passage is fifty cents.

This inconvenience cannot be remedied—the centre of
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the town being a tract wholly unsettled, and altogether
unsuitable for the erection of a town-house.

If division be made, no public buildings will be neces-

sary in either village for many years, the buildings that
can be used, being sufficient for their accommodation.

'The people of New Rowley transact much business
through the medium of the post-office, and there being an
office in each village, have experienced much inconven-
ience and loss, by the misdirection or miscarriage of let-
ters. By regular mail, it requires four days to convey a
letter from one village to the other.

The principal objections presented by the remonstrants
were, first, that the line of separation and the terms
agreed upon, were altogether in favor of Old Rowdey.
The dividing line will leave the whole parish of Old Row-
ley and part of the parishes of Byfield and New Rowley in
the old town. It will cut five farms and one school dis-
trict. Second, that the taxes will be increased; and
third, that the non-resident taxes will be much multiplied.
The committee are of opinion, that the dividing line
agreed upon is far preferable to the one contended for by
the remonstrants. Any line which would include more
of the territory in the new town, would leave Old Row-
ley too small, both in wealth and population, to manage
advantageously, her municipal affairs, and as New 7 Row-
ley will probably continue to increase, in the measure she
has done, and Old Rowley remain nearly stationary,
sound policy requires such line of division as will leave
both towns respectable in numbers and wealth.

The cutting of the farms and the school district is an
objection of small magnitude, and cannot be remedied
without the introduction of a greater.

The taxes and the general expense of managing the
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business of the town, will not, in the opinion of the com-

mittee, be increased, but materially diminished by the
separation.

The number of non-resident tax-payers will be increased
from 300 to about 360.

From the above facts, and other evidence presented at

the hearing, your committee are led to believe, that a
division of the town should be made, and they herewith
report a bill for that purpose.

The town of Rowley is entitled to send two represen-
tatives to the General Court, and the new town should
have the right to elect at least one of the representatives,
unless barred by the provisions of the constitution.

By the twelfth article of the amendment of the consti-
tution, and the proceedings had in conformity with its
provisions, the number of representatives which any city,
town or representative district may elect, is to remain
fixed and unalterable, until the next decennial census of
polls.

As your committee believe it was not intended, by the
framers of that article, to take from the Legislature the
power of creating new towns, or of altering town lines ;

or to limit the exercise of that power; or to deprive any
portion of the citizens of the Commonwealth of the right
of voting for representatives, they have introduced a sec-
tion into the bill providing for the representation of the
proposed new town, until the taking of the next decen-
nial census of polls.

For the Committee,

NATHAN BROOKS, Chairman.





2

AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of Georgetown.

JBE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the autho-
rity of the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1 All that part of the town of Rowley, in
2 the county of Essex, which lies west of the following
3 line, shall be, and the same is hereby incorporated
4 into a separate town, by the name of Georgetown,
5 viz. : Beginning at Frazier’s Rock, so called, on the
6 line between the towns of Newbury and Rowley,
7 thence running south, fifty-six degrees, thirty minutes
8 west, three hundred and eleven rods, to the bridge
9 near the alms-house, thence south, forty-six degrees,

10 thirty minutes west, five hundred and forty-five rods
11 to Muddy Brook Bridge, thence south, fifty-two de-
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.
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12 grees west, three hundred and sixty-two rods to a
13 tree called the “Three Sisters,” on the division line
14 between Boxford and Rowley.
15 And the inhabitants of said town of Georgetown,
16 are hereby vested with all the powers and privileges,
17 and shall be subject to all the duties and requisitions
18 of other corporate towns, according to the constitu-

-19 tion and laws of this Commonwealth,
1 Sec. 2. The alms-house farm and buildings be-

-2 longing to said Rowley, shall be owned, holden, and
3 occupied by the towms of Rowley and Georgetown,
4 for the term of three years, at the expiration of which
5 time, unless the said towns shall otherwise agree, the
6 same shall be sold under the direction of the then
7 overseers of the poor of the said towms, and the pro-
-8 ceeds thereof, shall be divided between the said towns,
9 according to the proportion of each in the latest valu-

-10 ation of the town of Rowley, at the time the purchase
11 money for said farm was paid.

1 Sec. 3. All persons legally settled in the present
2 town of Rowley, who are now, or who may hereafter
3 become chargeable, as paupers, shall be supported by
4 the said towns, according to the proportion of each in
6 the town valuation of the year eighteen hundred and
6 thirty-seven ;—and all persons who may hereafterbe-
-7 comti legally settled in either of said towns, and may
8 become chargeable, as paupers, shall be supported by
9 that town, within the territorial limits of which they
0 may have gained a legal settlement.
1 Sec. 4. The town landing, and the thatch bank
2 and flats adjoining, belonging to said Rowdey, shall
3 be owned, held and enjoyed by the said towns in com-
-4 mon ; and the gravel pits and pounds belonging to the
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5 present town of Rowley, shall be held and owned by
6 the said towns respectively, within the limits of which
7 the same may be. Each of said towns shall be hol-
-8 den to pay their respective proportions of the expen-
-9 ses of any actions now pending, and of all debts and
10 claims now due from said town of Rowley, or which
11 may become due, by reason of any contract, engage-
-12 ment, judgment of court, or any matter or thing, now
13 or heretofore entered into or existing, and also the
14 expense of making any road that has been located, but
15 not made, according to the proportion of each in the
16 said valuation.

1 Sec. 5. The inhabitants of said town of George-
2 town, shall be holden to pay all county and town tax-
-3 es, now legally assessed upon them, to the treasurer
4 and collector of the town of Rowley; and all monies
5 now in the treasury of said town, or that may here-
-6 after be received from taxes now assessed, shall be
7 applied to the purposes for which they were raised
8 and assessed, in the same manner as if this act had
9 not been passed. The money which has been re-

-10 ceived, or which may hereafter be received by said
11 Rowley, as the proportion of said town of the sur-
-12 plus revenue of the United States, and the interest
13 thereon, shall be. divided between the said towns, in
14 proportion to their respective population, as ascer-
-15 tained by the census taken in May last, in pursuance
16 of “an act concerning the deposile of the surplus rev-
-17 enue.”

1 Sec. 6. The said town of Georgetown may elect
2 one of the two representatives to the General Court, to
3 which the town of Rowley is entitled, until the next
4 decennial census of polls shall be taken, in pursuance
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6 of the twelfth article of amendment of the constitu-
-6 tion.
1 Sec. 7. Either of the justices of the peace for the
2 comity of Essex, is hereby authorised to issue a war-
-3 rant, directed to some inhabitant of said town of
4 Georgetown, requiring him to notify and warn the
6 inhabitants thereof, to meet at such convenient time
6 and place, as shall be expressed in said warrant, for
7 the choice of all such officers as towns are by law re-
-8 quired to choose, in the months of March or April,
9 annually.
1 Sec. 8. This act shall take effect, from and after
2 its passage.


