
SENATE.... No. 84.

REPORT AND RESOLVES

PROVIDING FOR A

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.



Ordered, That Messrs. King, Clark, and French, with
such as the House may join, be a committee to consider
and report on the expediency of establishing a Board of
Agriculture in the Commonwealth.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, March 17, 1838.

Brownell, of Westport,
Prince, of Roxbury,
Hubbard, of Northampton,
Field, of Charlemont,
Chase, of Haverhill, and
Bartlett, of Conway,

Concurred : and Messrs.

are joined.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

<£ommontotaltf) of J&aßsart)Uß*tts.

In Senate, March 17, 1838.



The Joint Select Committee, to whom was referred an
order on the expediency of establishing a Board of Ag-
riculture in the Commonwealth,

That they have had the order under consideration, but
the late period of the session, and the pressure of other
business, have not allowed them to give it that mature
deliberation, which its importance demands. They con-
sider the organization of a Board of Agriculture a matter
of very great consequence, not only to that portion of our
lellow-citizens who are engaged in the cultivation of the
soil, but to all classes of the community, to every branch
o( industry, and to the best interests of the Common-
wealth.

Agriculture employs an incomparably larger amount of
capital, and a larger number of persons, than any other
pursuit. It is more intimately connected with the wealth,
prosperity and happiness of the people. The vicissitudes
of the times, and the derangement of trade, have almost
convinced us that it is the only secure and permanent bu-

(Kommontoealtf) of JWassartjttsetts.

In Senate, March 31, 1838.

REPORT:
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siness ; it is certain, that it is the most extensive, the
most important, and the most indispensable. The air and
the light of heaven are common blessings ; they are not
subjects of human legislation ; after them, agriculture
most intimately concerns men, and enters most largely
into all the affairs of life. It is, perhaps, because it is so
common, so necessary and so important, that it has re-
ceived so little attention from those to whom are intrusted
the best interests of the community. Banks, rail-roads,
manufactures, and commerce, engross so much attention,
that but little care, and that reluctantly, is bestowed on
the humbler and more modest art which must sustain
them all. A fair comparison will show the paramount
importance of agriculture, and its stability and perma-
nence. The other employments which busy men have
their stated ebb and flow, subject indeed to many severe
storms, and many ruinous convulsions ; agriculture rolls
down its rich products on smoothly flowing currents,
whose channels need only to be deepened and better di-
rected.

The friends of agriculture know no party, no local or

transient interests ; its products can never become un-
fashionable, and the supply will not be greater than the
demand ; there is no rivalry and no fear of competition ;

it is emphatically the great, as well as the best interests of
the people. The committee are happy to find that it is
beginning to receive a portion of the attention w'hich it
so richly deserves. We quote a report* lately submitted
to Congress by the committee on agriculture; “it is a
strange and singular fact, that whilst millions upon mil-
lions of the public treasure, drawm, in a great measure,

* Submitted by Hon. Mr. Randolph, ofNew Jersey.
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from the agricultural portions of the community, have
been expended to protect, preserve and promote the in-
terests vested in manufactures and commerce, scarcely a
dollar has been appropriated, either directly or indirectly,
to advance the interests of agriculture; and this fact is
the more striking, when it is considered how large a ma-
jority of our whole population is engaged in the cultivation
of the soil, and that probably eight-tenths of the Repre-
sentatives in Congress are elected by that most worthy and
substantial, yet most unobtrusive and retiring class of our
citizens.” An effort to advance its interests “ would not
only be directly beneficial to the people, but would have
a most salutary influence in raising the spirit and stand-
ard of agriculture, promoting sound intelligence amongst
its votaries, and in giving a spur and energy hitherto un-
known to the first and noblest occupation of man. It
would incite the citizens of the old states, instead of aban-
doning their own sunny fields, and the scenes of their ear-
liest and dearest associations, to attempt, by the cultiva-
tion of some new article, toresuscitate their old, worn-out
lands, which, by a continual succession of the same crops,
have become, in a measure, unproductive and valueless.”

Your committee do not concur with those who hold the
opinion, that agriculture in Massachusetts requires no en-
couragement, and deserves no encouragement. Nature,
in bestowing safe and deep harbors, and frequent and
rapid flowing streams, did not withhold fertile valleys and
fruitful plains. Our soil is not so rugged, barren and un-
grateful as it has been represented ; its capacities have
not been duly appreciated ; its resources have not been
developed; its energies have not been most judiciously
applied. Your committee do not adopt the policy, that
agriculture should be abandoned, and that commerce and
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manufactures should be preferred ; they cannot encourage
men to leave the cultivation of the earth, to engage in7 c? o

trade and speculation. Such a policy has swelled that
current of emigration which has drained Massachusetts of
her young men; which has made them spurn the mother
which nurtured them, and which has lured them into dis-
tant lands, to seek amongst strangers an uncomfortable
home, and to find there an untimely grave.

Your committee think that the organization of a Board
of Agriculture, will have an extensive and beneficial influ-
ence. That it will encourage and stimulate enterprise
and industry, that it will excite interest and inquiry, that
it will elevate the character of the art, and direct the ef-
forts of its friends to the attainment of the desired ends,
by the use of the most efficient means. They think that
the prudent and judicious expenditure of the money of the
state, as well as the interests of rural economy, demands
such a board. The state, by a recent law, has provided
a bounty for the production of wheat ; such a board
would have determined the expediency of this bounty,
what amount should be given, in what manner returns
should be made, and would have prepared the whole ma-

chinery. Such a board would have afforded great assist-
ance to the commissioner appointed to make the agricul-
tural survey. They would probably have saved the waste
of $4424, which has been paid since April, 1835, from
the state treasury, for the destruction of foxes; that
bounty is no longer paid by the Commonwealth, which
proves that it is now considered an unnecessary and an im-
prudent expenditure. The state has also offered a bounty
for the production of silk, and beet sugar. A Board of
Agriculture would have determined the propriety ot these
several bounties, and the best means of applying them.
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There is no question which has arisen, or which can arise,
connected with agriculture, when the operation of such a
board, would not be of incalculable importance. The
state pays annually, to the several local societies, $4414,
to he disbursed in premiums, for the encouragement of
agriculture and manufactures. For the disposal of this
large sum, there is no direct accountability or responsibil-
ity, and, although the money is probably well applied in
most instances, a Board of Agriculture would render im-
portant service, in directing the manner in which the lib-
erality of the state should he bestowed.

The board would have under its immediate supervision,
not only these subjects, but all the laws relating to agri-
culture ; they would notice their operations, and would
be able to suggest important considerations, which would
not occur to any committee of the Legislature appointed
only for a single session, whose time and attention are
necessarily much interrupted, and to whose cognizance
only specific subjects are committed.

Such boards have been constituted in other states, and
the benefits have been manifest. Similar boards have
been organized in our own state, and experience has de-
monstrated their utility. In 1827, a board of internal
improvements was appointed ; its continuance to the pres-
ent time, would probably have been productive of great
advantages. From the board of education, great benefits
have been realized, and still greater are promised. Du-
ring the present session, a law has been enacted provi-
ding for a board of bank commissioners, and the same
enlightened policy, which has created each of these,
seems to the committee to demand, that provision should
be made for the appointment of a Board of Agriculture.

The encouragement which the state has within a few
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years given to agriculture, is most thankfully acknowl-
edged. It was much needed by farmers, and has been
grateful to them as showers to their new mown fields.
It has been to them an evidence of the high regard which
the Legislature entertains for agriculture, and a most wel-
come pledge of the paternal interest and solicitude which
it intends to exercise.

Besides the sum of $4414 given to the several agricul-
tural societies, the state pays an annual donation of $3OO
to the Boston Natural History Society, and $l5O to the
Essex County Natural History Society; with all these
societies, it would be the duty of the board to communi-
cate, and to collect and disseminate the information which
it would derive. There is now no common channel of
communication, or means of embodying the results of
their researches, and the benefits of their improvements
and discoveries. For the state to refuse to appoint an
agent for these purposes, appears to the committee,
like the wasteful and negligent husbandry of the farmer,
who in the spring should, with much expense and labor
commit his seed to the earth, in summer, should dress
and cultivate it, and in the autumn, should neglect to

gather the rich harvest which would repay him lor all his
toil.

A Board of Agriculture, properly selected from the dif-
ferent sections of the state, would be entitled to the pub-
lic confidence ; their opinions and advice would be re-

spected ; they would elevate the standard ot the art, and
give a new dignity to the employment; they would pro-
mote the interests of agriculture, and with it, all its kin-
dred and dependant arts, for with agriculture are insepa-
rably connected the best interests of the whole people.

The laws which relate to agriculture should be prudent,
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steady and regular ; not hesitating and inconstant, like
that doubtful policy which, in 1835, provided supplies for
a war of extermination on certain animals, which the law
stigmatized as noxious, and which, in 1838, repealed the
same ; a board of agriculture would produce a more reg-
ular and better advised policy ; the attention, inquiries and
study of the members would be constantly devoted to the
subject, and the most satisfactory consequences would be
the result of their labors. If agriculture be the great
source of the public wealth, happiness and prosperity, can
a wise and enlightened Legislature hesitate to adopt all
prudent measures to promote its interest? Of such meas-
ures, the committee can think of none more likely to be
effectual, than the appointment of a Board of Agriculture.
But important as they consider it, they would not, at this
time, recommend the passage of the resolves, if it could
subject the treasury to any considerable burden. The
whole expense need not exceed five hundred dollars. In
a single year, it would save a much larger sum, and in its
ultimate results, the saving would be immense, and the
benefits almost incalculable.

The committee will enumerate some of the duties
which, in their opinion, would devolve upon the Board of
Agriculture. To consider whether the public good re-
quires that the state’s bounty should be continued to the
several agricultural societies and natural history societies ?

whether concert and reciprocity should not be established
between them ? in what amount the bounty should be be-
stowed, and on what conditions? whether, where, and
how often cattle shows shall be held ? whether an annual
statement of the transactions and expenditures of these
societies should not be made ? whether the bounty on
wheat, silk and beet sugar should be continued ? for what
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time and on what conditions ? what disposition shall be
made of animals, seeds, machines, and other donations,
for agricultural improvement which may he made to the
state ? what new fruits, grain or crops can be advanta-
geously introduced ? what new implements and machines ?

The board should also make suggestions of such amend-
ments of the laws relating to agriculture, as they may
deem necessary ; they should devise means for agricultu-
ral improvement, and have a general inspection of the
whole subject; and make a detailed report annually, and
as much oftener as they may think expedient, to the
Governor.

With these views of the subject, the committee re-
spectfully recommend the adoption of the following reso-
lutions.

For the Committee,

DANIEL P. KING.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.

RESOLVES

Providing for a Board of Agriculture.

Resolved, That there shall be chosen, in the month of
January next, by the joint ballot of the two houses of the
Legislature, in convention assembled twelve persons, se-
lected from the several congressional districts of the Com-
monwealth, who shall constitute and be denominated a
Board of Agriculture, who shall hold their offices for the
term of three years from the time of their election, and
all vacancies shall be supplied in the same manner as the
original choice is herein provided for. The Board of Ag-
riculture shall meet in Boston once, at least, during the
session of the Legislature, and as much oftener, not ex-
ceeding three times in each year, as they may think
necessary, and at such place as they may determine.
They shall elect from their own number a president and a
secretary, and may adopt, for their own regulation, such
rules as they may deem expedient. It shall be the duty
of the board to devise measures for the promotion of the
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agricultural interests of the people of the Commonwealth,
and annually to make to the governor a detailed report of
their transactions, and of the result of their investigations,
noticing such facts, and suggesting such improvements, as
they may think will he beneficial to agriculture.

Resolved, That the members of the Board of Agricul-
ture shall receive the same compensation for travel and
attendance, which, for the time being, is paid to the mem-
bers of the Legislature.


