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The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons have had un-
der consideration, the annual report, and other docu-
ments concerning the State Prison, and respectfully
submit the following

The legislation in regard to this institution, has been
so judicious, and its affairs have been, and are conducted
with so much prudence, that we have few improvements
to suggest. But, in our interviews with the inspectors
and warden, some changes in the present laws, have been
suggested, which we approve, and submit for the consid-
eration of the Legislature.

For several years, a Sabbath-school has been held in
the prison, in which, pious persons, feeling an interest in
religious subjects, and in the welfare of the prisoners, are
teachers, under the direction of the warden and chap-
lain.

This school has had a happy influence on the conduct
of the convicts in the prison, and after their discharge.
The inspectors and warden are of opinion, that it is very
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important to continue the school, and for that purpose,
they wish it may be expressly authorized, by law, as it is
doubtful if the Sabbath-school, as now constituted, can
be legally maintained in the prison. We concur in these
opinions.

Much difficulty has repeatedly been caused at the
prison, by the introduction of forbidden articles, for the
use of some of the convicts. It is known, that this has
generally been done by visitors, and persons not connect-
ed with the institution. The present law, imposes a se-
vere penalty for such offences ; but, it applies only to
persons employed “in or about the prison or its depen-
dencies.” We propose, that this part of the law, should
be so amended, as to apply to all persons guilty of this
offence.

In regard to the rations, no change is required in the
practice at the prison. We believe them to be of good
quality, sufficient in quantity, and precisely what the
health and comfort of the prisoners require. But the
practice for many years, has not been in conformity to
the law, which requires the warden to deliver to the con-
victs, No. 1, beef. All beef, so designated, is technically
salt beef, as shown by the inspection laws ; and it would
be destructive to the health of the convicts, if their ra-
tions of meat should always consist of that. The law on
this subject, has existed since the year 1828 ; but, soon
after its enactment, the committees of the Legislature
were informed, that it could not be carried into execution.
This has been repeatedly stated, and it has always been
well known, that the convicts have received good fresh
beef, instead of salt beef. The committees have approv-
ed this practice. Indeed, it was approved by the inves-
tigating committee, at the last session of the General
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Court, whose thorough examination, and favorable report,
on the concerns of the prison, must be well remembered.

The inspectors and warden are of opinion, that the
practice at the prison on this subject, should be duly au-
thorized ; and, that in such an institution, there should
be no evasion of the law, even from motives of humanity.
We concur in this opinion also.

It has always been usual at the prison, to make some
slight change in the rations, on days of public thanksgiv-
ing, and on the 4th day of July. But the government
of the prison, will not continue this practice, without the
express authority of the law, and, we think this authori-
ty should be given. The practice is reasonable, humane,
and proper. It has a good effect on the minds of the
prisoners. It teaches them a lesson, which they are con-
stantly receiving in this prison,—that they are not aban-
doned outcasts, with whom society is at war; but that
those, who conduct wdth propriety, will receive all kind-
ness, consistent with their unhappy situation.

The government of the prison, have suffered much in-
convenience, from the bad construction of some of the
work-shops. We are satisfied, by our examination of
them, that they should be removed, and other and larger
buildings erected, whenever the prisoners can be employ-
ed on the work, without being taken from other profita-
ble employment.

We herewith submit a bill and a resolve, prepared for
the purpose of carrying into effect the above suggestions.

ARTEMAS LEE, Chairman.



AN ACT
Concerning the State Prison, and the Government and

Discipline thereof.

1 Sec. 1. If any officer or other person shall deliver,
2 or procure to be delivered, or shall have in his or her
3 possession with intent to deliver, to any convict con-
-4 fined in the state prison, or shall deposit or conceal in
5 or about the said prison, or the dependencies thereof,
6 or in any boat, carriage, or other vehicle going into
7 the premises, belonging to the said prison, any article
8 or thing whatever, with intent that any convict con-
-9 fined in the prison should obtain or receive the same,

10 or it any officer or other person shall receive from any
11 convict any article or thing whatever, with intent to

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives., in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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12 convey the same out of said prison, contrary to the
13 rules and regulations thereof, and without the knowl-
-14 edge and permission of the warden or the board of in-
-15 spectors of the prison; every such person shall be
16 punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or in the
17 county jail, not more than two years, or by a fine not
18 exceeding five hundred dollars.

1 Sec. 2. The forty-second section of the one hun-
-2 died and forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes
3 is hereby repealed, excepting in regard to any past
4 violations thereof.
1 Sec. 3. The warden, with the consent of the in-
-2 spectors, and whenever and so long as they may deem
3 it expedient, is hereby authorized to cause a sabbath-
-4 school to be maintained in the prison for the instruc-
-5 tion of the convicts, in their religious duties ; and to
6 permit such persons as they may deem suitable to at-
-7 tend the same as instructors, under such rules and reg-
-8 ulations as the inspectors may establish.
1 Sec. 4. The warden is hereby authorized to de-

-2 liver to the convicts such rations of good nutritious
3 beef, as he may deem needful and proper, in lieu of
4 the “ number one beef,” now allowed by law, and
5 equal thereto in quantity.
1 Sec. 5. The warden, with the consent of the in-
-2 spectors, may make such alterations as they think
3 proper in the food of the convicts, on every fourth
4 day of July, and on days of public thanksgiving.
1 Sec. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
2 the passage of the same.



In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.

Concerning the erection of work-shops within the limits
of the State Prison.

Resolved, That the warden of the state prison, by con-
sent of the inspectors thereof, be allowed and authorized
to use, out of the funds of the prison, any sum not ex-
ceeding five thousand dollars, for the erection of a work-
shop, or work-shops, within the limits thereof.
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RESOLVE


